
Serving Aberdeenshire from mountain to sea – the very best of Scotland

Our Ref: ENQ/2024/1176

Ask for: Stephanie McMillan
Tel: 01467 468676
Email: stephanie.mcmillan@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission Plc
200 Dunkeld Road
Perth
PH1 3AQ

11 September 2024

Dear Sir/Madam

The Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) 
Regulations 2017 EIA Scoping Opinion for Erection of 400kV AC Substation and 
Associated Infrastructure (National Development) at Land at Fetteresso Forest, 
Stonehaven, Aberdeenshire, AB39 3UX Grid Reference: 378395.786891

I refer to your request for a scoping opinion for the above proposal received on 8 August 
2024.  I am now in receipt of all the necessary consultation responses and can offer a 
scoping opinion under Regulation 17 of The Town and Country Planning (Environmental 
Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 (the Regulations).

Schedule 4 of the Regulations states the information which should be included in an 
Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIA Report).  These guidelines offer the 
backbone to the structure of an EIA Report and should be used as the basis for your 
submission.

In order to make an assessment of the above information there are specific criteria and 
guidance set out in Schedule 4 of the Regulations.  In particular these include 
characteristics of the development, an outline of any alternative options/sites and the main 
reasons for the options/sites chosen.  Environmental issues are of obvious key importance 
such as those aspects of the environment that would be likely to be significantly affected.  
Detailed survey work would be required to inform the EIA Report.   Following analysis of 
the aspects of the environment which would be likely to be significantly affected, a detailed 
assessment of the effects themselves would be required along with mitigation measures 
proposed.

Examples of the types of issues that should be addressed include:

• Climate change
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• Local Economic Effect
• Landscape Resource
• Soils and geology
• Visual Amenity
• Ornithology
• Visual Amenity 
• Ecology
• Nature Conservation
• European Protected Species
• Hydrology and Water Supplies
• Forestry and Tree Felling
• Transport and Traffic including road safety issues and impact on local road network 
during and after construction work
• Noise
• Cultural Heritage and archaeology
• Land Use
• Land Ownership
• Tourism and Recreation, including footpaths
• Proposed mitigation measures

Please note that the above list is by no means exhaustive and that other issues might 
become obvious following public consultations and consultations with statutory consultees.

Comments on specific chapters, including those made from internal and external 
consultees are provided below, along with appendices of the full consultee 
responses. 

In addition to the comments below, the Planning Service has the following comments to 
make:

Private Water Supplies

The Planning Service has received feedback from residents in the area that whilst certain 
properties have been shown as having a PWS, the location of the source has been 
omitted from the map despite the information being provided.  It is imperative that accurate 
information is considered within the EIA Report.

Cumulative impact

In terms of cumulative impact as assessed in ‘Table 13.2 Developments Foreseeable to 
the Applicant’, it should also include Quithel Battery Energy Storage System located to the 
south west of the site. Further details can be found on the ECU Website under reference 
no. ECU00005005.
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Internal consultations

Environment and Infrastructure Services – Archaeology has highlighted that the 
Cultural Heritage Assessment for potential historic environment impact should include an 
assessment of the transportation route to site (as specified in response to application 
ENQ/2024/0148) and for any identified compensatory planting zones. Clarification on the 
date is paragraph 7.3.2 is sought and whether it should read September 2023. In terms of 
the desk based assessment in paragraph 7.8.1 there have been updates to the 
Aberdeenshire HER data for the primary development area. There are also further 
sitesrecorded throughout Fetteresso Forest which are in the process of being uploaded 
into the HER. The DBA should also take account of readily available LiDAR data. In terms 
of the field surveys, paragraph 7.8.2, it should be noted that not all the area is forested, 
any areas where felling has already taken place or where replanting gas relatively recently 
occurred should be subject to a walkover survey. Post felling, a walkover survey is 
expected (as per comments provided on application ENQ/2024/0148). Finally, in relation 
to paragraph 7.9 ‘Issues Scoped Out’ it states "There will be no construction works 
associated with the Proposed Development beyond the Site." - does this take account of 
transportation route and compensatory planting zones?

Date Consulted: 14 August 2024

Environment and Infrastructure Services – Built Heritage has provided the following 
comments. As highlighted in the previous response, historic assets within 5km should be 
assessed for potential impact. These would include Kirkton of Fetteresso Conservation 
Area and the approximately 30 listed buildings within 5km of the application site. In 
particular, the category ‘A’ listed Fetteresso Castle Doocot (Historic Environment Scotland 
Reference LB9371) and category ‘A’ listed Castle of Fiddes (Historic Environment 
Scotland Reference LB6753). As stated previously, Castle of Fiddes is located 
approximately 5.5km to the south of the application site however, Built Heritage would ask 
that this is included in the assessment along with Glenbervie House Gardens and 
Designed Landscape (Historic Environment Scotland Reference GDL00194), which is 
located approximately 5.3km to the south west of the application site. 

As stated in the report, the Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) does not take into account 
houses or trees which would provide further screening as there is significant tree coverage 
in this area. Notwithstanding this, Built Heritage need to be satisfied that there is limited 
potential for the development to impact on any nationally designated heritage asset. 
Therefore, please can the Applicant extend the Landscape Visual Impact Assessment 
(LVIA) study area to 5km to show the historic assets within this area and update the ZTV 
accordingly. Photomontage visualisations would also be expected for any assets identified 
within the assessment which could be impacted as a result of the proposed works.

Date Consulted: 14 August 2024
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Environment and Infrastructure Services – Contaminated Land has commented that 
the Service would expect any EIA for the site to include consideration of the site history 
and whether that history may have been a source of contamination.

Date Consulted: 12 August 2024

Environment and Infrastructure Services – Environmental Health has considered 
existing water supplies, noise and dust and is satisfied that having looked at the proposed 
methodologies contained in the EIA Scoping Report (dated August 2024) that there should 
be sufficient information provided for my service to make comment on the areas of interest 
we are responsible for when we consulted on the full Planning Application.

The report mentions that there will welfare provisions on site during the construction phase 
(and possibly thereafter) and we would ask that details of the proposed water supply be 
provided.

Date Consulted: 14 August 2024

Environment and Infrastructure Services – Flood Risk and Coast Protection has 
commented that a Drainage Impact Assessment and would be required and that a Flood 
Risk Assessment maybe required. The Service has no further comment to make at this 
stage.

Date Consulted: 14 August 2024

Environment and Infrastructure Services - Natural Environment has confirmed that all 
necessary issues are addressed within the scoping report.  Consideration of the impacts 
during should include any impacts resulting from the need to improve access to the site. 
Compensatory planting is outwith the scope of the EIA but will need to be addressed, 
including an assessment of the ground on which this is to be provided to ensure no loss of 
existing biodiversity or other features of value. The proposed scope of the issues outlined 
in the ecology chapter is acceptable. Invasive non-native species are unlikely to be 
present in this location but should be recorded if found during any habitat or species 
surveys. The requirements for biodiversity net gain are to be considered as part of the EIA 
and any habitats created and species used should be relevant to the local area and the 
soil conditions on site. SuDS features, riparian zones and proposed landscaping may 
provide opportunities for habitat creation or enhancement.  Access has been scoped out of 
the EIA but as stated an Access Management Plan will be required for both development 
and operational phases of the development.

Environment and Infrastructure Services – Roads Development has commented that 
The Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) should ensure it considers the overall impact 
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of the project life cycle and the associated impact on Aberdeenshire Council's public road 
network.

Condition Surveys, traffic surveys and route appraisals will be required for all routes 
associated with the delivery of the project from the boundaries of the trunk road network 
(or neighbouring Council network) as appropriate. This includes the routes identified in 
11.2.3 within the Scoping Report (August 2024) on page 82.

It should be noted that the redline boundary of the site identified still includes the U115K 
public road network section and its’ linkage to the C1K. Roads Development noted 
concerns about this road corridor (C1K-U115K) in previous correspondence, this should 
be considered and amended accordingly as part of any future formal applications.

From a public road perspective as part of this EIA a review will likely be required of the 
following (this list is non-exhaustive); existing road widths, passing provisions, construction 
makeup, drainage, visibility, junction radii, road markings, and statutory undertaker's plant.

The resulting review may result in requirements for road widening, passing provision, 
junction radii increases, edge strengthening, drainage solutions, street furniture relocation, 
and statutory undertaker's plant rerouting or lowering as part of the proposals of the overall 
development, along with the remedial works to reinstate these elements.

A Transport Assessment is required for the development, a reduced scope as noted in 
11.3.3 is in principle acceptable, and dialogue should be made with Roads Development in 
conjunction with this.

Applicant should consider the Roads Development comments within this section and those 
included within ENQ/2024/0148 during the EIA process.

Date Consulted: 14 August 2024

External consultations

Carol Anderson Landscape Associates has commented that the application area is 
substantial. The description of the proposal in the EIA should confirm the management of 
forestry within this area and, in particular, the use of long-term retention of trees to provide 
screening of the lower components of the substation (this is not described in the 
Landscape and Visual Amenity section of the Scoping Report). Clear plans showing the 
design of the proposal and the mitigation measures proposed within the application site 
should be provided. These should show the retention and management of forestry around 
the substation including proposed earth bunding and other planting proposals. 

The extent of the study areas defined for the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 
(LVIA) set out in the Scoping Report are appropriate. We welcome the approach to the 
design of earth bunding and planting outlined in paragraph 6.6.2 of the Scoping Report. 
We request that the applicant commits to planting hedgerows, field trees and woodlands 
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off-site with the aim of not just providing ‘Additional Mitigation’ in screening views, for 
example, but also providing more general landscape and biodiversity enhancement as 
required by NPF4. 

We also welcome the opportunity to contribute to the consultation to be undertaken to 
determine other developments to be considered in the cumulative LVIA. 
The provisional representative assessment viewpoints listed in Table 6.2 of the Scoping 
Report are acceptable but consideration should also be given to defining additional 
representative viewpoint(s) from recreational routes within Fetteresso Forest (if open views 
occur) where potential receptors are identified in paragraph 6.7.7 of the Scoping Report.

Date Consulted: 14 August 2024

Historic Environment Scotland has identified likely significant effects on their historic 
environment interests and details are contained within the full response which is 
appended.

Date Consulted: 14 August 2024

NatureScot has commented are content with the proposed scope of the survey and 
assessment. Of the issues relevant to our remit, we agree with the issues to scoped out. 
We would refer the Applicant to our EIA Handbook for scoping advice and our standing 
advice for consultations that could affect protected species. The latter provides guidance 
on the issues that developers and their consultants should consider regarding their legal 
protection, licensing requirements, when and how to carry out surveys, and a list of 
measures that can be taken to minimise impacts. We are not aware of any additional 
information we hold that would further assist the Applicant. This advice is given without 
prejudice to a full and detailed consideration of the impacts of the proposal if submitted for 
formal consultation as part of the EIA or planning process.

Date Consulted: 14 August 2024

Scottish Forestry generally welcomes the developers commitment within the Scoping 
Report to ensure that any proposed changes to woodland address the requirements of the 
Control of Woodland Removal Policy and other relevant guidance. Detailed comments are 
provided in the appendices.

Date Consulted: 12 August 2024

Scottish Water – has no objection to this proposal and has confirmed that there are no 
Scottish Water drinking water catchments or water abrasion sources which are designated 
as Drinking Water Protected Areas under the Water Framework Directive, in the area that 
may be affected by the proposed activity.
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Date Consulted: 12 August 2024

Scottish Environment Protection Agency – confirms that it has no objection to the 
topics identified to be Scoped in/Scoped-out, nor to the information proposed to be 
submitted in the future EIAR.

Date Consulted: 12 August 2024

I hope the above information is of assistance as a formal scoping opinion in respect of the 
relevant EIA Report.  Obviously during the processing of any associated planning 
application other issues may become obvious following public consultation and 
consultations with statutory consultees.

This opinion will be held for public inspection for a two year period, or until a planning 
application is submitted at which time the opinion will be transferred to the planning 
register with the application.

Yours faithfully

Paul Macari
Head of Planning and Economy
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Appendix A – Archaeology
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Appendix B – Built Heritage
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Appendix C – Contaminated Land

Archived: 03 September 2024 11:22:42
From: Peter Exon 
Sent: Tue, 3 Sep 2024 09:53:33
To: Planning Online 
Subject: RE: Consultation for Ref No ENQ/2024/1176
Sensitivity: Normal

ENQ/2024/1176 EIA Screening/Scoping Opinion for Scoping Opinion Request - Erection of 400kV AC Substation and Associated 
Infrastructure (National Development) at Land At Fetteresso Forest, Stonehaven, Aberdeenshire, AB39 3UX
 

Environmental Protection Act 1990: Part IIA Contaminated Land
 
Thank you for consulting us on this enquiry.

 
Since no plan of the site has been provided nor has the site boundary been included on the 
Council GIS system, this Service can only produce a provisional response based upon the 
boundary of ENQ/2024/0146.

 
This Service will expect any EIA for the site to include consideration of the site history and whether 
that history may have been a source of contaminative risk to the development.

 
I have no further comment to make on this enquiry.

 
 
Regards,

 
Peter Exon

Assistant Scientific Officer
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Appendix D – Environmental Health
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Appendix E – Flood Risk and Coast Protection
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Appendix F – Natural Environment
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Appendix G – Roads Development



Serving Aberdeenshire from mountain to sea – the very best of Scotland



Serving Aberdeenshire from mountain to sea – the very best of Scotland

Appendix H – Historic Environment Scotland
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Appendix I – Landscape Consultant
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Appendix J - NatureScot
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Appendix K – Scottish Forestry
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Appendix L – SEPA
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Appendix M – Scottish Water
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Yours faithfully

Paul Macari
Head of Planning and Economy


