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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1.1 This Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report is submitted by Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission plc,  

operating and known as Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks Transmission (SSEN Transmission), as 

part of an application for full planning permission under the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (as 

amended) (‘TCPA 1997') for the new Construction of a 400kV AC Substation and the Associated Undertaking 

of Earthworks, Formation of Platform, Landscaping, Means of Access, Means of Enclosure, Site Drainage, 

Temporary Construction Compounds and Other Associated Operations (National Development) at Land at 

Mains of Greens, Cuminestown, Turriff, Aberdeenshire, AB53 5YQ 

1.1.2 The Proposed Development is classified as a National Development under the Town and Country Planning 

(Hierarchy of Developments) Regulations 2009 (as amended) as the development is of a type that would fall 

within National Development 3 – Strategic Renewable Electricity Generation and Transmission Infrastructure, in 

National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) and the proposed site is greater than 2 ha.   

1.1.3 Consequently, this PAC Report is submitted in accordance with the provisions of Section 35C of the TCPA 

1997 and in accordance with the requirements prescribed in the Town and Country Planning (Development 

Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013 (as amended) (The DMRs) and with particular reference 

to Section 7B, which prescribes the specific content requirements for PAC Reports.   

1.1.4 In general, the PAC Report provides an overview of the consultation programme and describes: the steps taken 

to meet statutory requirements; the feedback received during the PAC process, and how, where practical, we 

have responded to the comments and feedback received as part of the process. 

1.1.5 The PAC Report is therefore comprised of six parts: 

1: Introduction; 

2: Project Background – outlines the background to the project and provides a description of the key 

elements and non-statutory consultation undertaken; 

3: The Consultation Process – describes the submission of Proposal of Application Notices (PANs); the 

dates and venues for consultation events; any additional consultation required (or otherwise) by the local 

planning authority; 

4: Responses and Key Issues – summarises the written responses to consultation and the views raised at 

public events, as well as the number of written responses received and attendees at events;  

5: Project Responses to Consultations – describes how we took account of views raised during the pre-

application consultation process, and how members of the public were given feedback on our 

consideration of the views raised; and 

6: Conclusion.  

1.1.6 Appendices are attached which provide evidence of consultation carried out, under the terms of the 

abovementioned Regulations. 
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2. PROJECT BACKGROUND 

2.1.1 Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks, operating under licence held by Scottish Hydro Electric 

Transmission plc, owns, operates and develops the high voltage electricity transmission system in the north of 

Scotland and remote islands and has a statutory duty under Schedule 9 of the Electricity Act to develop and 

maintain an efficient, co-ordinated and economical electrical transmission system in its licence area. 

2.2 Site Description 

2.2.1 The Proposed Development would be located at Greens, Aberdeenshire, approximately 3 km to the south of 
Cuminestown & 8 km to the east of Turriff (National Grid Reference NJ 819 476). The Site covers an area of 
approximately 115 hectares (ha).  

2.2.2 The Site is located on, and surrounded by, agricultural land that is primarily used for pasture and / or arable 
farming, with a predominantly rural character. There is an area of commercial forestry within the northwest of 
the Site. There are a number of neighbouring residential areas, private properties and farms within close 
proximity to the Site. 

2.3 Proposed Development 

2.3.1 Based on the requirements outlined in National Grid ESO’s Pathway to 2030 Holistic Network Design, we have 

developed proposals to reinforce the transmission system between Beauly and Peterhead via Blackhillock and 

New Deer. To facilitate this, we are proposing to establish a new 400kV overhead line (OHL) between Beauly, 

Blackhillock, New Deer and Peterhead. This also requires four new 400kV substations to be constructed in 

Fanellan near Beauly, Coachford near Blackhillock, Greens near New Deer, Netherton near Peterhead to 

enable future connections and export routes to areas of demand. These are being progressed as five separate 

projects but projects which are intrinsically linked. The proposed Greens 400kV Substation forms part of the 

Accelerated Strategic Transmission Investment (ASTI) projects. The new substation is required to be built near 

the existing New Deer substation, near New Deer, Aberdeenshire. 

2.3.2 The proposed Greens 2 400kV Substation project includes:  

 

• Construction of a new outdoor, Air Insulated Switchgear (AIS), 400kV substation. The approximate  

• maximum dimensions of the proposed substation platform are 700m x 375m, not including the 
groundworks required to create a level platform. 

• Space provision to allow for connection of future renewable energy generation projects. 

• Areas for drainage, landscaping/screening and habitat enhancement. 

• Permanent and temporary access roads. 

• Temporary areas required during construction for laydown and welfare. 

2.3.3 Key tasks during construction of the substation are as follows: 

 

• Enabling work (e.g. forestry clearance, public road improvements and establishment of temporary works 

• such as construction drainage and site compound/welfare); 

• Construction of cut/fill to provide a level platform; 

• Construction of permanent access roads and drainage; 

• Construction of civil engineering infrastructure; 

• Installation of mechanical/electrical equipment; 

• Inspections and commissioning; and 

• Removal of temporary works, landscape design implementation (if required) and site reinstatement. 
 
The programme for the Project is currently under development, an indicative programme is as follows: 
 

• Construction Start: Early 2026. 

• Operation: Summer 2030. 
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2.4 Requirement for Pre-application Consultation 

2.4.1 Regulation 4 of the DMRs requires that pre-application consultation is carried out for all national and major 

developments. National and major development types are defined by the Town and Country Planning 

(Hierarchy of Development) (Scotland) Regulations 2009 ('the Hierarchy Regulations’). 

2.4.2 National developments are developments or classes described as such in National Planning Framework 4 

(NPF4). Development is major development if it meets the thresholds or criteria associated with different 

development types in the Schedule attached to the Hierarchy Regulations. All developments that are not 

National or Major are classified as local developments and are not required to undergo pre-application 

consultation.  

2.4.3 The Proposed Development is classified as a National Development under the Town and Country Planning 

(Hierarchy of Developments) Regulations 2009 (as amended) as the development is of a type that would fall 

within National Development 3 – Strategic Renewable Electricity Generation and Transmission Infrastructure, in 

National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) and the proposed site is greater than 2 ha.   

2.5 Early Non-Statutory Consultation 

2.5.1 The project team carried out early non-statutory consultation events on the Greens substation, focusing on site 

selection options. Consultation on the project included a face-to-face public engagement event. The purpose of 

this event was to provide information and to seek the views and comments of members of the public, local 

stakeholders and statutory consultees on the preferred site. The event was due to take place on Wednesday 

8th March 2023. However, due to adverse weather warnings and subsequent snowstorms, the event was 

postponed and notification as sent out to stakeholders in the local area as well as Community Councils. The 

venue also put a notice on the door. 

2.5.2 The event was rescheduled for two weeks later, on 22nd March 2023. This was to allow adequate time for 

postcard invites with the new date to be posted out to the community and all stakeholders to be notified. 

Postcards were re-sent for the event which were due to land on 16th March 2023.  

2.5.3 The public consultation period was open from 22nd March until 5 May 2023. However, as some residents 

stated that they did not receive a postcard invite and were therefore unaware of the event, we included another 

substation consultation event in New Deer Public Hall on 18th April 2023 and subsequently extended the 

feedback period until 30 June 2023.  

2.5.4 These events were well attended with 175 people attending the event on 22nd March and a further 137 

attending the event on 18th April 2023.  

2.5.5 We received 23 online feedback forms and 13 emails with feedback. 
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2.6 Pre-application Consultation with Key Stakeholders 

2.6.1 In the weeks before, during and after the consultation events, various meetings were held with other key 

stakeholders such as landowners, statutory and non-statutory consultees and councillors to discuss the project 

proposals. These meetings are summarised in Table 2.1 below. 

 

2.6.2 Date 2.6.3 Meeting Type 2.6.4 Stakeholder group in attendance 

2.6.5 12 April 2023 2.6.6 Councillors Information Event 

(Microsoft Teams Meeting) 

2.6.7 Local ward Councillors 

2.6.8 12 April 2023 2.6.9 Virtual Statutory Consultee 

Meeting (Microsoft Teams 

Meeting) 

2.6.10 Statutory Consultees including the 

Scottish Government Energy 

Consents Unit, The Highland Council, 

The Moray Council, Historic 

Environment Scotland, NatureScot, 

SEPA and Scottish Forestry 

2.6.11 04 September 2023 2.6.12 Virtual Statutory Consultee 

Meeting (Microsoft Teams 

Meeting) 

2.6.13 Aberdeenshire Council 

2.6.14 08 November 2023 2.6.15 Virtual Statutory Consultee 

Meeting (Microsoft Teams 

Meeting) 

2.6.16 SEPA 

2.6.2 A formal pre-application enquiry was submitted to Aberdeenshire Council on 30 January 2024, following which 

a pre-application consultation meeting was held with the Council in March 2024, providing the Applicant an 

opportunity to present the proposals to the Council, and seek advice on the acceptability of the Proposed 

Development, and likely requirements and expectations for a future application. Following this meeting, 

Aberdeenshire Council provided a formal pre-application response in April, detailing their understanding of the 

Proposed Development, and setting out relevant planning policy and environmental considerations that would 

need to be addressed as part of the application supporting documents 
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3. THE PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION (PAC) PROCESS 

3.1 Overview  

3.1.1 This section describes the consultation process and demonstrates how statutory PAC requirements have been 

met. The PAC process is specified in Section 35B of the TCPA 1997, and in Regulation 7 of the DMRs.  

3.2 Proposal of Application Notice (PAN) 

3.2.1 A PAN must be submitted to the Local Planning Authority (LPA), containing the information prescribed in 35B(4) 

of the TCPA 1997 and Regulation 6 of the DMRs, including an account of what consultation the applicant 

intends to undertake and information as to when such consultation is to take place, with whom and what form it 

will take.  

3.2.2 A PAN was submitted to Aberdeenshire Council on 30th January 2024 (Ref ENQ/2024/0139), triggering the 

beginning of the statutory consultation period. The PAN provided the Council with an outline of the application 

details, dates of public events, publicity arrangements, and confirmation of the site location.   

3.2.3 A copy of the PAN and attachments are provided in Appendix A.  

3.2.4 No additional information or consultation was requested from Aberdeenshire Council in response to the PAN 

submission. An acknowledgement letter was received on the 01 February 2024 and the Council subsequently 

confirmed that the content of the PAN was acceptable on 16 February 2024. 

3.2.5 In addition to the PAN and attachments being sent to the LPA, below is a list of other parties these were sent to 

via e-mail on 30th January 2024. 

• Fyvie, Rothienorman & Monquhitter Community Council 

• Deer Community Council 

• Turriff & District Community Council 

• Cllr A. Stirling 

• Cllr I. Taylor 

• Cllr G. Lang 

• Cllr A. Forsyth 

• Gillian Martin MSP 

• David Duguid MSP 

• Maggie Chapman MSP 

• Maurice Golden MSP 

• Liam Kerr MSP 

• Douglas Lumsden MSP 

• Michael Marra MSP 

• Mercedes Villalba MSP 

• Tess White MSP 
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3.3 Newspaper Notices 

3.3.1 Newspaper adverts must be published in respect of public events, the form of which is described in Regulation 

7 of the DMRs. Notice of these public events must be published at least 7 days in advance in a newspaper 

circulating in the locality of the proposed development.  The second (or final) public event must be held at least 

14 days after the first public event. 

3.3.2 In respect of the first consultation events held on 27th and 29th February 2024, a newspaper notice was first 

published in The Press and Journal on Saturday 17th February 2024.  

3.3.3 In respect of the final consultation events held on 21st and 23rd May 2024, a newspaper notice was first 

published in The Press and Journal on Saturday 11th May 2024.  

3.3.4 Copies of the newspaper notices are provided in Appendix B. The notices directed readers to the project 

website and Community Liaison Manager contact details for further information. 

3.4 Advertising Public Events 

3.4.1 In addition to the publication of the statutory newspaper notices, the public events were advertised in the 

following ways: 

3.4.2 Press release providing general introductory information on the proposals and advertising the planned public 

events were published in multiple newspapers, shown in Appendix C. 

• Event 1: The Ellon Times & Fraserburgh Herald on 15th and 22nd February 2024 and Press & Journal 

(Aberdeenshire Edition) running for 6 dates starting on 16th Feb. (Appendix C) 

• Public consultation posters were circulated to the local Community Councils for sharing with their 

communities and on their media platforms. 

• Maildrops were issued to all properties within a 10km radius around the substation, encompassing 4,685 

properties, shown in Appendix D. These landed on doorsteps around 12th February 2024. 

• Emails to the elected Councillors and MSPs in the area. 

• Notification was made via social media, by means of the SSEN Transmission Facebook and X (Twitter) 

feed. 

• The project website Greens 400kV Substation (ssen-transmission.co.uk/Greens) 

• The Applicant produced a public consultation poster to provide some general introductory information on 

the proposals and for advertisement of the planned public events, attached in Appendix E. This was also 

put in notice boards at the venue and In other local public places. 
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3.5 Public Consultation Events 

First Consultation Event - PAC 1 

3.5.1 The first public consultation events were held at the following locations 

Pre-Application Consultation Event 1 

 Date Location  Time 

Cuminestown 27 February 2024 Cuminestown Community Hall, Main St, 

Cuminestown, AB53 5YJ 

1400 and 1900 

New Deer 29 February 2024 New Deer Public Hall, Fordyce Terrace, 

New Deer, AB53 6WE 

1400 and 1900 

3.5.2 The consultation feedback period ran for six weeks from 13th February until 11th April 2024. 

3.5.3 The purpose of the first public event was to provide an opportunity for members of the public, local stakeholders 

and statutory authorities to view information about the project, ask questions and provide feedback in person.   

• The Applicant produced a number of consultation materials to explain the proposals, including 

information banners shown in Appendix F. 

• Additional visual aids including a 3D model were available to view at the events. Still Images from the 

3D model were available on the project web page. 

• Consultation booklets available for attendants to take away, with contact details, key dates, and 

information on how to provide comments online shown in Appendix G. 

• Feedback forms, including the closing date for feedback, a template for which is shown in pages 21-22 
of Appendix G. 

3.5.4 A sign-in register was used to understand the number of attendees. A total of 275 attendees were recorded 

across both PAC 1 events. 

3.5.5 Following the consultation event, SSEN Transmission issued an update on the project website thanking 

members of the public for attending and advised all material that had been displayed was available for 

download (ssen-transmission.co.uk/Greens). 

3.5.6 SSEN Transmission received 70 formal feedback forms through the online system and 15 written responses by 

email throughout the consultation period. Verbal feedback from the event was also captured and responded to 

in the final event materials. 
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Final Consultation Event PAC 2 

3.5.7 The final public consultation events were held at the following times and locations: 

 

3.5.8 Pre-Application Consultation Event 2 

3.5.9  3.5.10 Date 3.5.11 Location  3.5.12 Time 

3.5.13 Cuminestown 3.5.14 21 May 2024 
Cuminestown Community Hall, Main St, 

3.5.15 Cuminestown, AB53 5YJ 

3.5.16 1400 and 1900 

3.5.17 New Deer 3.5.18 23 May 2024 
New Deer Public Hall, Fordyce Terrace, 

3.5.19 New Deer, AB53 6WE 

3.5.20 1400 and 1900 

3.5.8 The purpose of the final public event was to give feedback to members of the public in respect of comments 

received as regards the proposed development from earlier consultation, and to provide further opportunity to 

view information about the project, ask questions and provide feedback in person. 

3.5.9 Consultation materials comprised the same as that used for the first public event with the addition of materials 

attached as Appendix K and Appendix L. In line with PAC requirements, consultees at the final event were 

provided a summary of comments received at the first event. This was published in the consultation material for 

the final event, and can be seen at pages 14-18 in Appendix K. 

3.5.10 Interested parties were informed via consultation materials in respect of all public events that the purpose of this 

consultation was to provide feedback to the prospective applicant only, and that an opportunity to comment on 

the proposals directly to the LPA would be provided at the planning application stages should the proposed 

development progress to that stage. This is evidenced in documents submitted in the Appendices, including the 

consultation booklet. 

3.5.11 The feedback period for the final public consultation event was just over 6 weeks and closed on Thursday 4th 

July 2024 at 5pm. Information on this was contained within the consultation booklet and on the project web 

page. 

3.5.12 A sign-in register was used to capture the number of attendees. A total 216 attendees were recorded. 

3.5.13 SSEN Transmission received 10 written responses by email throughout the consultation period. Verbal 

feedback from the event was also captured and responded to in the final event materials. Ongoing 

correspondence and engagement with local community is continuing throughout the development period. 

3.6 Additional Steps Taken to Consultation 

3.6.1 There were no further steps, such as virtual consultation events, undertaken as part of the consultation process 

on this project. 
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4. HOW HAS THE PROJECT RESPONDED TO FEEDBACK  

4.1 First Public Consultation Event  

4.1.1 This section documents how the project has responded to the themes raised by stakeholders through the 

consultation process. We address each theme in turn below. These responses to the feedback raised were 

detailed in the Consultation Booklet and Banners for the second PAC event 

4.1.2 Table 4.1 below summarises the comments received. Feedback has been grouped into the following themes: 

Screening, impact on wildlife, noise, undergrounding, access road, flooding, fire risk, cumulative impact, 

construction management, maps, local jobs and community benefit. 

 

Table 4.1: Summary Feedback from First Public Event 

Theme Response 

Lighting  

Concerns over the extent of 

lighting required during 

construction and operation 

were raised, and the 

potential for it to disrupt 

residents. 

During construction, lighting will be switched off when not in use and 

overnight.  

Construction working is likely to be during daytime periods only. During 

winter months when there is reduced daylight, lighting will be required to aid 

construction activity. A Construction Light Management Plan will be adopted 

by our contractor to minimise any impacts associated with this.  

During operation lighting would be installed at the substation but would only 

be used in the event of a fault during the hours of darkness; during the over-

run of planned works; or when sensor activated as security lighting for 

nighttime access. 

Holistic Overview 

Requests were received for 

information on all 

developments connecting 

into the substation on one 

map indicating the full extent 

of developer proposals in the 

area. 

A list of projects that hold contracts for Transmission Entry Capacity (TEC) 

with National Grid, the Electricity System Owner is available from their 

website: nationalgrideso.com/data-portal/transmission-entry-capacity-tec-

register.  

We know that residents are keen to understand the full extent of renewable 

developments being proposed in the area.  

Applications to connect to the transmission network in our license area are 

made to National Grid ESO and undergo a lengthy process of assessment 

before we begin to develop a network connection for those developments. 

 We aim to be transparent about the renewable developments looking to 

connect to our network but are not permitted to disclose any details of these 

developments until they are in the public domain. 

Noise and dust  

From construction/ road 

traffic was raised as a 

concern. 

We recognise that noise impacts during construction and operation of our 

assets can be a concern to residents.  

A Noise Impact Assessment is currently being prepared to support our 

planning application, which will assess the potential impact from construction 

and operational noise and, where necessary propose appropriate mitigation 

measures that will be agreed with the Planning Authority.  

The Proposed Development would be required to meet noise limits set by 

the Planning Authority.  
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Theme Response 

Appropriate mitigation would be implemented to ensure these limits are met 

at all noise sensitive receptors. Noise emitting equipment such as 

Synchronous Compensators will be housed to ensure that noise emissions 

are at a minimum.  

The environmental impact assessment (which will include details on the 

background noise monitoring) will be publicly available when the application 

is submitted to the Planning Authority.  

A Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) will be produced 

that will detail the mitigation and management measures required to 

minimise environmental impact from the construction phase of the 

development. The CEMP forms a framework within which the measures will 

be implemented throughout the project. 

Traffic impacts to 

residents  

Concerns with traffic safety, 

the robustness of existing 

roads and maintenance were 

raised alongside questions 

regarding our traffic 

management/ improvement 

plans. 

We understand that with large construction projects, increased construction 

traffic and road condition will often cause concern. In developing the Greens 

400kV substation proposals, traffic and road use is a primary consideration 

for us and our contractors.  

An initial construction traffic routing assessment has been undertaken to 

establish the most appropriate routes for construction traffic travelling to and 

from the site. To support this, an Abnormal Loads Assessment report will 

also be undertaken for larger equipment being delivered to the site. A 

package of Public Road Improvements will also be delivered prior to 

construction to ensure the local roads are suitable for the construction traffic.  

Our Contractor will prepare and adopt a Construction Traffic Management 

Plan (CTMP) to ensure that appropriate mitigation and management 

strategies are identified and implemented. This will include the identification 

of road widening, junction improvements or repairs that will be required. It 

will also ensure a defined route is agreed with the council.  

Condition surveys of the public highway will be carried out before works start 

on site, and again upon completion, with any defects repaired to ensure the 

public highway is left in no worse state once the works are complete.  

In addition, we recognise the importance of separating construction traffic 

from the single-track road which is located at the south of the site. Therefore, 

a substation specific access road has been proposed for construction traffic 

and will be constructed prior to the main substation construction works 

commencing. 

Wildlife  

Migrating birds/loss of 

habitats 

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) survey work is currently underway 

to establish the full extent of all habitats and protected species present on 

site.  

Where sensitive habitats and species are present, we will seek to avoid them 

wherever possible, but where unavoidable suitable mitigation measures will 

be identified and agreed in consultation with the Planning Authority and 

NatureScot.  

Where mitigation measures are agreed, these will be passed onto the 

contractor in the form of a Commitments Register, supported by our own 
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Theme Response 

Species Protection Plans and General Environmental Protection Plans, to 

ensure that the measures are implemented as required. These measures will 

also form part of the CEMP for the project. 

Water/Flooding  

Concerns were raised with 

level of water runoff from 

Mains of Greens, concerns 

regarding flooding and 

questions raised regarding 

how Private Water Supplies 

(PWS) will be protected. 

We recognise there is a known issue with the Burn of Greens, which is 

susceptible to flooding, however the majority of the site does not suffer from 

flood risk.  

Full Drainage Impact and Flood Risk Assessments (DIA/FRA) are currently 

being undertaken and will be supported by a Drainage Strategy for the site, 

which will ensure that surface water run-off is controlled to a level equivalent 

to the current run-off rate of the site to ensure no worsening of the current 

situation.  

The Drainage Strategy, DIA and FRA will form part of the planning 

application submission and will be assessed by the Planning Authority and 

SEPA.  

A full PWS survey has been undertaken of potentially affected PWS in 

proximity to site to understand the full impact of the development and any 

mitigation measures required to preserve residents PWS provision.  

Residents within proximity of the site will either have already received a 

survey or will receive a letter in due course regarding water supplies. Anyone 

with further information on private water supplies should respond to the 

questionnaires previously issued or email the Community Liaison Manager 

(rob.whytock@sse.com) with details of their PWS.  

Please also see our ‘Protecting Private Water Supplies’ handout for more 

information, available from our project webpage or at our consultation 

events. 

Construction logistics  

Questions raised regarded 

working hours and proposals 

for the workers who will be 

living/travelling to site. 

Our appointed contractor for the construction of the Greens 400kV 

Substation is Siemens BAM, who we will be working closely with in the lead 

up to and throughout anticipated construction.  

Construction working hours will typically be restricted to 0700 to 1900 

Monday to Friday and 0700 to 1300 on Saturday, with only some continuous 

activities carried out by exception.  

Siemens BAM will prepare and adopt a Construction Environmental 

Management Plan (CEMP) to minimise any potential impacts on the 

environment during construction.  

These documents will be approved by the Planning Authority in advance of 

construction starting and will include contact details for the Construction Site 

Manager, who alongside the Community Liaison Manager will be the main 

point of contact with the local community during construction.  

As part of a wider strategy for worker accommodation that will require 

approval from the Planning Authority. We are developing standards for 

worker accommodation that will ensure the wellbeing of workers and ensure 

that facilities are put in place to cater for their needs and those of our host 

communities. 
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Theme Response 

 

Safety  

A concern was raised 

regarding risk of fire. 

Safety is our number one priority and forms the core of how we operate our 

electricity network across the north of Scotland.  

There will be a comprehensive fire risk assessment conducted by our 

contractor as part of their CEMP. The substation will be made up of 

established technologies with no lithium batteries on site. 

Environmental screening  

Requests were received for 

more information regarding 

how the site will be screened 

form peoples’ views. 

The landscape strategy for the development is currently being finalised and 

will be informed by the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) 

undertaken as part of the EIA.  

The current proposals deliver boundary screening in the form of landscape 

bunds and mature landscape planting that seeks to mitigate the visual 

impact of the development and soften its appearance within the local 

environment. In addition, the colour of buildings located within the 

development has been selected to mitigate visual impact.  

Our Indicative Landscape Strategy plan is also now available to view which 

shows the screening plans currently being proposed. 

Community benefit 

Suggestions included: 

 • Fibre broadband for 

Cuminestown 

 • Equipment for local 

schools  

• Upgrades to Cuminestown 

Hall and playing fields  

• Providing more green 

spaces for community in 

Cuminestown  

• Active travel corridors  

• Cycle lanes  

Feedback included that there 

was not enough detail 

currently available on this 

and how the funds will be 

administered. 

We would like to thank residents for providing their feedback suggesting 

community benefits they would like to see implemented within the local area.  

We will work with the community to further explore the suggestions being 

made and would seek to work with the Community Council to review 

suggestions and better understand local needs, identifying initiatives that 

could be developed during construction. 

 We are in the process of establishing a Community Benefit Fund which will 

enable us to work directly with local communities to support initiatives and 

help fund projects that can leave a lasting, positive legacy. We appreciate 

that as the fund is being developed the information we’ve been able to share 

has been limited. More information will be available later this year.  

In terms of broader community benefits, our Pathway to 2030 projects will 

boost the economy, support local jobs and businesses. Recent studies show 

our Pathway to 2030 programme could contribute over £6 billion to the UK’s 

economy, support 20,000 jobs across the UK and benefit Scotland by 

around £2.5 billion, supporting 9000 Scottish jobs. 
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Table 2: Summary Feedback from Pre-app meeting with Aberdeenshire Council and 

Stakeholders. 

Theme Summary 

Woodlands and trees 

Presumption in favour of 

protecting existing woodland 

on site. 

Any forestry loss will be compensated both on-site and off-site within the 

local authority area. Compensatory Planting Plans and a Woodland 

Management Plan will be prepared which will show how areas of woodland 

yet to be removed are to be replaced and areas of landscape screening 

required. 

Natural heritage 

The project will need to 

offset any habitat loss.  

The project will deliver 10% biodiversity net gain (BNG). A Landscape and 

Habitat Management Plan and BNG report will be produced, which will 

demonstrate how an enhancement in biodiversity will be achieved. Protected 

species surveys have been carried out and any impact on protected species 

will be assessed as part of the Environmental Impact Assessment and where 

necessary appropriate mitigation measures identified.  

Traffic and transport 

Request for assessment of 

abnormal loads and 

consideration of construction 

traffic Impacts.  

An Abnormal Loads Assessment report and Swept Path Analysis will be 

undertaken for larger equipment being delivered to site. Construction traffic 

routing  studies to date have confirmed that both construction traffic and 

abnormal loads will access the site via the minor public road leading from the 

B9170 from the north. A scheme of public road improvements (road 

widening) will be implemented on the affected section of the minor road 

between the site access and junction with the B9170. Residual impacts are 

considered to be low. These studies are captured in the Traffic and 

Transport chapter within the Environmental Impact Assessment which will 

support the planning application. 

Noise 

Recognition of importance of 

construction noise Impacts, 

operational noise limits and 

construction working hours. 

A Construction and Operational Noise Assessment will be prepared which 

will demonstrate that the project will not breach operational noise limits at the 

nearest properties. There will be compliance monitoring post completion of 

the works to ensure adherence to the Noise Impact Assessment. 

Water Environment 

Consider potential for 

impacts to existing 

watercourses, Private Water 

Supplies and Drinking Water 

Protected Areas.  

Impacts to the water environment will be considered within the 

Environmental Impact Assessment as part of the planning application, with 

any mitigation measures outlined in the Construction Environmental 

Management Plan (CEMP). A Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) and Drainage 

Impact Assessment. (DIA) will be provided with the planning application. 

Landscape and Visual 

Cumulative visual effects 

and effects on landscape 

character should be 

considered in the design and 

detailed assessment of the 

proposal. 

A Landscape and Visual Assessment will be undertaken as part of the 

Environmental Impact Assessment will consider effects on landscape and 

visual receptors within the study area during construction and operation. An 

assessment of cumulative effects with nearby development projects will also 

be completed. 
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5. CONCLUSIONS 

5.1.1 This PAC Report documents the consultation which ran between 13th February and 11th April & 7th May until 

4th July 2024. 

5.1.2 The PAN was submitted to the LPA on 30th January 2024. Following this, a first series of statutory public 

consultation event was held at venues in Cuminestown & New Deer on 27th and 29th February and second 

PAC 2 events were hosted in the same locations on 21st and 23th May 2024.  

5.1.3 The consultation was designed to facilitate engagement with the local community, community councils, 

statutory authorities and local leadership in order to invite feedback on the Proposed Development. The 

common themes from the feedback were: Screening, impact on wildlife, noise, undergrounding, access road, 

flooding, fire risk, cumulative impact, construction management, maps, local jobs and community benefit. 

5.1.4 The approach to public consultation has ensured that the relevant stakeholders have been given the 

opportunity to comment on the proposals. This has enabled locally important issues and concerns to be 

identified and subsequently considered in the preparation of the Greens 400kV Substation planning application. 

5.1.5 This PAC process has been informed by the statutory process laid out in the TCPA 1997 and the DMRs as 

referenced above.   
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Appendices 

 

Appendix A: Greens 400kV Substation January 2024 Proposal of Application Notice(s) 
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Appendix B: Greens 400kV Substation PAC Notices for Newspaper February & May 2024 
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Appendix C: Greens 400kV Substation February 2024 Public Consultation PAC 1 Newspaper Adverts  
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Appendix D: Greens 400kV Substation February 2024 Public Consultation PAC 1 Maildrop Postcard 
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Appendix E: Greens 400kV Substation February 2024 Public Consultation PAC 1 Poster 
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Appendix F: Greens 400kV Substation February 2024 Public Consultation PAC 1 Banners 
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Appendix G: Greens 400kV Substation February 2024 Public Consultation PAC 1 Booklet 
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Appendix H: Greens 400kV Substation May 2024 Public Consultation PAC 2 Newspaper Advert 
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Appendix I: Greens 400kV Substation May 2024 Public Consultation PAC 2 Maildrop Postcard 
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Appendix J: Greens 400kV Substation May 2024 Public Consultation PAC 2 Poster 
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Appendix K: Greens 400kV Substation May 2024 Public Consultation PAC 2 Booklet 
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Appendix L: Greens 400kV Substation May 2024 Public Consultation PAC 2 Banners 
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