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INTRODUCTION

This Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report is submitted by Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission plc,
operating and known as Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks Transmission (SSEN Transmission), as
part of an application for full planning permission under the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (as
amended) (‘TCPA 1997') for the new Construction of a 400kV AC Substation and the Associated Undertaking
of Earthworks, Formation of Platform, Landscaping, Means of Access, Means of Enclosure, Site Drainage,
Temporary Construction Compounds and Other Associated Operations (National Development) at Land at
Mains of Greens, Cuminestown, Turriff, Aberdeenshire, AB53 5YQ

The Proposed Development is classified as a National Development under the Town and Country Planning
(Hierarchy of Developments) Regulations 2009 (as amended) as the development is of a type that would fall
within National Development 3 — Strategic Renewable Electricity Generation and Transmission Infrastructure, in
National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) and the proposed site is greater than 2 ha.

Consequently, this PAC Report is submitted in accordance with the provisions of Section 35C of the TCPA
1997 and in accordance with the requirements prescribed in the Town and Country Planning (Development
Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013 (as amended) (The DMRs) and with particular reference
to Section 7B, which prescribes the specific content requirements for PAC Reports.

In general, the PAC Report provides an overview of the consultation programme and describes: the steps taken
to meet statutory requirements; the feedback received during the PAC process, and how, where practical, we
have responded to the comments and feedback received as part of the process.

The PAC Report is therefore comprised of six parts:

1: Introduction;

2: Project Background — outlines the background to the project and provides a description of the key
elements and non-statutory consultation undertaken;

3: The Consultation Process — describes the submission of Proposal of Application Notices (PANS); the
dates and venues for consultation events; any additional consultation required (or otherwise) by the local
planning authority;

4: Responses and Key Issues — summarises the written responses to consultation and the views raised at
public events, as well as the number of written responses received and attendees at events;

5: Project Responses to Consultations — describes how we took account of views raised during the pre-
application consultation process, and how members of the public were given feedback on our
consideration of the views raised; and

6: Conclusion.

1.1.6 Appendices are attached which provide evidence of consultation carried out, under the terms of the

abovementioned Regulations.

Greens 400kV Substation, Land at Mains of Greens, Cuminestown, Turriff, Aberdeenshire, AB53 5YQ
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PROJECT BACKGROUND

Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks, operating under licence held by Scottish Hydro Electric
Transmission plc, owns, operates and develops the high voltage electricity transmission system in the north of
Scotland and remote islands and has a statutory duty under Schedule 9 of the Electricity Act to develop and
maintain an efficient, co-ordinated and economical electrical transmission system in its licence area.

Site Description

The Proposed Development would be located at Greens, Aberdeenshire, approximately 3 km to the south of
Cuminestown & 8 km to the east of Turriff (National Grid Reference NJ 819 476). The Site covers an area of
approximately 115 hectares (ha).

The Site is located on, and surrounded by, agricultural land that is primarily used for pasture and / or arable
farming, with a predominantly rural character. There is an area of commercial forestry within the northwest of
the Site. There are a number of neighbouring residential areas, private properties and farms within close
proximity to the Site.

Proposed Development

Based on the requirements outlined in National Grid ESO’s Pathway to 2030 Holistic Network Design, we have
developed proposals to reinforce the transmission system between Beauly and Peterhead via Blackhillock and
New Deer. To facilitate this, we are proposing to establish a new 400kV overhead line (OHL) between Beauly,
Blackhillock, New Deer and Peterhead. This also requires four new 400kV substations to be constructed in
Fanellan near Beauly, Coachford near Blackhillock, Greens near New Deer, Netherton near Peterhead to
enable future connections and export routes to areas of demand. These are being progressed as five separate
projects but projects which are intrinsically linked. The proposed Greens 400kV Substation forms part of the
Accelerated Strategic Transmission Investment (ASTI) projects. The new substation is required to be built near
the existing New Deer substation, near New Deer, Aberdeenshire.

The proposed Greens 2 400kV Substation project includes:

e Construction of a new outdoor, Air Insulated Switchgear (AIS), 400kV substation. The approximate

¢ maximum dimensions of the proposed substation platform are 700m x 375m, not including the
groundworks required to create a level platform.

e  Space provision to allow for connection of future renewable energy generation projects.

e Areas for drainage, landscaping/screening and habitat enhancement.

e Permanent and temporary access roads.

e Temporary areas required during construction for laydown and welfare.

Key tasks during construction of the substation are as follows:

e Enabling work (e.g. forestry clearance, public road improvements and establishment of temporary works
such as construction drainage and site compound/welfare);

Construction of cut/fill to provide a level platform;

Construction of permanent access roads and drainage;

Construction of civil engineering infrastructure;

Installation of mechanical/electrical equipment;

Inspections and commissioning; and

Removal of temporary works, landscape design implementation (if required) and site reinstatement.

The programme for the Project is currently under development, an indicative programme is as follows:

e Construction Start: Early 2026.
e  Operation: Summer 2030.

Greens 400kV Substation, Land at Mains of Greens, Cuminestown, Turriff, Aberdeenshire, AB53 5YQ
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Requirement for Pre-application Consultation

Regulation 4 of the DMRs requires that pre-application consultation is carried out for all national and major
developments. National and major development types are defined by the Town and Country Planning
(Hierarchy of Development) (Scotland) Regulations 2009 (‘the Hierarchy Regulations’).

National developments are developments or classes described as such in National Planning Framework 4
(NPF4). Development is major development if it meets the thresholds or criteria associated with different
development types in the Schedule attached to the Hierarchy Regulations. All developments that are not
National or Major are classified as local developments and are not required to undergo pre-application
consultation.

The Proposed Development is classified as a National Development under the Town and Country Planning
(Hierarchy of Developments) Regulations 2009 (as amended) as the development is of a type that would fall
within National Development 3 — Strategic Renewable Electricity Generation and Transmission Infrastructure, in
National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) and the proposed site is greater than 2 ha.

Early Non-Statutory Consultation

The project team carried out early non-statutory consultation events on the Greens substation, focusing on site
selection options. Consultation on the project included a face-to-face public engagement event. The purpose of
this event was to provide information and to seek the views and comments of members of the public, local
stakeholders and statutory consultees on the preferred site. The event was due to take place on Wednesday
8th March 2023. However, due to adverse weather warnings and subsequent snowstorms, the event was
postponed and notification as sent out to stakeholders in the local area as well as Community Councils. The
venue also put a notice on the door.

The event was rescheduled for two weeks later, on 22nd March 2023. This was to allow adequate time for
postcard invites with the new date to be posted out to the community and all stakeholders to be notified.
Postcards were re-sent for the event which were due to land on 16th March 2023.

The public consultation period was open from 22nd March until 5 May 2023. However, as some residents
stated that they did not receive a postcard invite and were therefore unaware of the event, we included another
substation consultation event in New Deer Public Hall on 18th April 2023 and subsequently extended the
feedback period until 30 June 2023.

These events were well attended with 175 people attending the event on 22nd March and a further 137
attending the event on 18th April 2023.

We received 23 online feedback forms and 13 emails with feedback.

Greens 400kV Substation, Land at Mains of Greens, Cuminestown, Turriff, Aberdeenshire, AB53 5YQ
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2.6 Pre-application Consultation with Key Stakeholders

2.6.1 Inthe weeks before, during and after the consultation events, various meetings were held with other key

stakeholders such as landowners, statutory and non-statutory consultees and councillors to discuss the project

proposals. These meetings are summarised in Table 2.1 below.

Meeting Type Stakeholder group in attendance

Date
12 April 2023 Councillors Information Event Local ward Councillors
(Microsoft Teams Meeting)
12 April 2023 Virtual Statutory Consultee Statutory Consultees including the

Meeting (Microsoft Teams
Meeting)

Scottish Government Energy
Consents Unit, The Highland Council,
The Moray Council, Historic
Environment Scotland, NatureScot,
SEPA and Scottish Forestry

04 September 2023

Virtual Statutory Consultee
Meeting (Microsoft Teams
Meeting)

Aberdeenshire Council

08 November 2023

Virtual Statutory Consultee
Meeting (Microsoft Teams

Meeting)

SEPA

2.6.2 A formal pre-application enquiry was submitted to Aberdeenshire Council on 30 January 2024, following which

a pre-application consultation meeting was held with the Council in March 2024, providing the Applicant an

opportunity to present the proposals to the Council, and seek advice on the acceptability of the Proposed

Development, and likely requirements and expectations for a future application. Following this meeting,

Aberdeenshire Council provided a formal pre-application response in April, detailing their understanding of the

Proposed Development, and setting out relevant planning policy and environmental considerations that would

need to be addressed as part of the application supporting documents

Greens 400kV Substation, Land at Mains of Greens, Cuminestown, Turriff, Aberdeenshire, AB53 5YQ
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3.11

3.2

3.21

3.2.2

3.23

3.24

3.25

THE PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION (PAC) PROCESS

Overview

This section describes the consultation process and demonstrates how statutory PAC requirements have been
met. The PAC process is specified in Section 35B of the TCPA 1997, and in Regulation 7 of the DMRs.

Proposal of Application Notice (PAN)

A PAN must be submitted to the Local Planning Authority (LPA), containing the information prescribed in 35B(4)
of the TCPA 1997 and Regulation 6 of the DMRs, including an account of what consultation the applicant
intends to undertake and information as to when such consultation is to take place, with whom and what form it
will take.

A PAN was submitted to Aberdeenshire Council on 30th January 2024 (Ref ENQ/2024/0139), triggering the
beginning of the statutory consultation period. The PAN provided the Council with an outline of the application
details, dates of public events, publicity arrangements, and confirmation of the site location.

A copy of the PAN and attachments are provided in Appendix A.

No additional information or consultation was requested from Aberdeenshire Council in response to the PAN
submission. An acknowledgement letter was received on the 01 February 2024 and the Council subsequently
confirmed that the content of the PAN was acceptable on 16 February 2024.

In addition to the PAN and attachments being sent to the LPA, below is a list of other parties these were sent to
via e-mail on 30th January 2024.

e Fyvie, Rothienorman & Monquhitter Community Council

e Deer Community Council

e  Turriff & District Community Council

e CliIr A. Stirling

e Clirl. Taylor

e ClirG. Lang

e Clir A. Forsyth

e Gillian Martin MSP

e David Duguid MSP

e Maggie Chapman MSP

e  Maurice Golden MSP

e Liam Kerr MSP

e Douglas Lumsden MSP

e  Michael Marra MSP

e Mercedes Villalba MSP

e Tess White MSP

Greens 400kV Substation, Land at Mains of Greens, Cuminestown, Turriff, Aberdeenshire, AB53 5YQ
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3.3

331

3.3.2

3.33
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3.4.1

3.4.2

Newspaper Notices

Newspaper adverts must be published in respect of public events, the form of which is described in Regulation
7 of the DMRs. Notice of these public events must be published at least 7 days in advance in a newspaper
circulating in the locality of the proposed development. The second (or final) public event must be held at least
14 days after the first public event.

In respect of the first consultation events held on 27th and 29th February 2024, a newspaper notice was first
published in The Press and Journal on Saturday 17th February 2024.

In respect of the final consultation events held on 21st and 23rd May 2024, a newspaper notice was first
published in The Press and Journal on Saturday 11th May 2024.

Copies of the newspaper notices are provided in Appendix B. The notices directed readers to the project
website and Community Liaison Manager contact details for further information.

Advertising Public Events

In addition to the publication of the statutory newspaper notices, the public events were advertised in the
following ways:

Press release providing general introductory information on the proposals and advertising the planned public
events were published in multiple newspapers, shown in Appendix C.

e Event 1: The Ellon Times & Fraserburgh Herald on 15th and 22nd February 2024 and Press & Journal
(Aberdeenshire Edition) running for 6 dates starting on 16th Feb. (Appendix C)

e Public consultation posters were circulated to the local Community Councils for sharing with their
communities and on their media platforms.

e Maildrops were issued to all properties within a 10km radius around the substation, encompassing 4,685
properties, shown in Appendix D. These landed on doorsteps around 12th February 2024.

e Emails to the elected Councillors and MSPs in the area.

¢ Notification was made via social media, by means of the SSEN Transmission Facebook and X (Twitter)
feed.

e The project website Greens 400kV Substation (ssen-transmission.co.uk/Greens)

e The Applicant produced a public consultation poster to provide some general introductory information on
the proposals and for advertisement of the planned public events, attached in Appendix E. This was also
put in notice boards at the venue and In other local public places.

Greens 400kV Substation, Land at Mains of Greens, Cuminestown, Turriff, Aberdeenshire, AB53 5YQ
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3.5 Public Consultation Events

First Consultation Event - PAC 1

3.5.1 The first public consultation events were held at the following locations

Pre-Application Consultation Event 1

Date Location Time

Cuminestown 27 February 2024 | Cuminestown Community Hall, Main St, 1400 and 1900

Cuminestown, AB53 5YJ

New Deer 29 February 2024 | New Deer Public Hall, Fordyce Terrace, 1400 and 1900

New Deer, AB53 6WE

3.5.2 The consultation feedback period ran for six weeks from 13th February until 11th April 2024.

3.5.3 The purpose of the first public event was to provide an opportunity for members of the public, local stakeholders
and statutory authorities to view information about the project, ask questions and provide feedback in person.

e  The Applicant produced a number of consultation materials to explain the proposals, including
information banners shown in Appendix F.

e Additional visual aids including a 3D model were available to view at the events. Still Images from the
3D model were available on the project web page.

e Consultation booklets available for attendants to take away, with contact details, key dates, and

information on how to provide comments online shown in Appendix G.

e Feedback forms, including the closing date for feedback, a template for which is shown in pages 21-22
of Appendix G.

3.5.4 A sign-in register was used to understand the number of attendees. A total of 275 attendees were recorded
across both PAC 1 events.

3.5.5 Following the consultation event, SSEN Transmission issued an update on the project website thanking
members of the public for attending and advised all material that had been displayed was available for
download (ssen-transmission.co.uk/Greens).

3.5.6 SSEN Transmission received 70 formal feedback forms through the online system and 15 written responses by
email throughout the consultation period. Verbal feedback from the event was also captured and responded to
in the final event materials.

Greens 400kV Substation, Land at Mains of Greens, Cuminestown, Turriff, Aberdeenshire, AB53 5YQ
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3.5.7

3.5.8

3.5.9

3.5.10

3.5.11

3.5.12

3.5.13

3.6

3.6.1

Final Consultation Event PAC 2

The final public consultation events were held at the following times and locations:

Pre-Application Consultation Event 2

Date Location Time

Cuminestown Community Hall, Main St,

Cuminestown 21 May 2024 1400 and 1900

Cuminestown, AB53 5YJ

New Deer Public Hall, Fordyce Terrace,

New Deer 23 May 2024 1400 and 1900

New Deer, AB53 6WE

The purpose of the final public event was to give feedback to members of the public in respect of comments
received as regards the proposed development from earlier consultation, and to provide further opportunity to
view information about the project, ask questions and provide feedback in person.

Consultation materials comprised the same as that used for the first public event with the addition of materials
attached as Appendix K and Appendix L. In line with PAC requirements, consultees at the final event were
provided a summary of comments received at the first event. This was published in the consultation material for
the final event, and can be seen at pages 14-18 in Appendix K.

Interested parties were informed via consultation materials in respect of all public events that the purpose of this
consultation was to provide feedback to the prospective applicant only, and that an opportunity to comment on
the proposals directly to the LPA would be provided at the planning application stages should the proposed
development progress to that stage. This is evidenced in documents submitted in the Appendices, including the
consultation booklet.

The feedback period for the final public consultation event was just over 6 weeks and closed on Thursday 4th
July 2024 at 5pm. Information on this was contained within the consultation booklet and on the project web

page.
A sign-in register was used to capture the number of attendees. A total 216 attendees were recorded.

SSEN Transmission received 10 written responses by email throughout the consultation period. Verbal
feedback from the event was also captured and responded to in the final event materials. Ongoing
correspondence and engagement with local community is continuing throughout the development period.

Additional Steps Taken to Consultation

There were no further steps, such as virtual consultation events, undertaken as part of the consultation process
on this project.

Greens 400kV Substation, Land at Mains of Greens, Cuminestown, Turriff, Aberdeenshire, AB53 5YQ
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HOW HAS THE PROJECT RESPONDED TO FEEDBACK

41

41.1

4.1.2

First Public Consultation Event

This section documents how the project has responded to the themes raised by stakeholders through the
consultation process. We address each theme in turn below. These responses to the feedback raised were
detailed in the Consultation Booklet and Banners for the second PAC event

Table 4.1 below summarises the comments received. Feedback has been grouped into the following themes:
Screening, impact on wildlife, noise, undergrounding, access road, flooding, fire risk, cumulative impact,
construction management, maps, local jobs and community benefit.

Table 4.1: Summary Feedback from First Public Event

Theme

Response

Lighting

Concerns over the extent of
lighting required during
construction and operation
were raised, and the
potential for it to disrupt
residents.

During construction, lighting will be switched off when not in use and
overnight.

Construction working is likely to be during daytime periods only. During
winter months when there is reduced daylight, lighting will be required to aid
construction activity. A Construction Light Management Plan will be adopted
by our contractor to minimise any impacts associated with this.

During operation lighting would be installed at the substation but would only
be used in the event of a fault during the hours of darkness; during the over-
run of planned works; or when sensor activated as security lighting for
nighttime access.

Holistic Overview

Requests were received for
information on all
developments connecting
into the substation on one
map indicating the full extent
of developer proposals in the
area.

A list of projects that hold contracts for Transmission Entry Capacity (TEC)
with National Grid, the Electricity System Owner is available from their
website: nationalgrideso.com/data-portal/transmission-entry-capacity-tec-
register.

We know that residents are keen to understand the full extent of renewable
developments being proposed in the area.

Applications to connect to the transmission network in our license area are
made to National Grid ESO and undergo a lengthy process of assessment
before we begin to develop a network connection for those developments.

We aim to be transparent about the renewable developments looking to
connect to our network but are not permitted to disclose any details of these
developments until they are in the public domain.

Noise and dust

From construction/ road
traffic was raised as a
concern.

We recognise that noise impacts during construction and operation of our
assets can be a concern to residents.

A Noise Impact Assessment is currently being prepared to support our
planning application, which will assess the potential impact from construction
and operational noise and, where necessary propose appropriate mitigation
measures that will be agreed with the Planning Authority.

The Proposed Development would be required to meet noise limits set by
the Planning Authority.

Greens 400kV Substation, Land at Mains of Greens, Cuminestown, Turriff, Aberdeenshire, AB53 5YQ
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Theme

Response

Appropriate mitigation would be implemented to ensure these limits are met
at all noise sensitive receptors. Noise emitting equipment such as
Synchronous Compensators will be housed to ensure that noise emissions
are at a minimum.

The environmental impact assessment (which will include details on the
background noise monitoring) will be publicly available when the application
is submitted to the Planning Authority.

A Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) will be produced
that will detail the mitigation and management measures required to
minimise environmental impact from the construction phase of the
development. The CEMP forms a framework within which the measures will
be implemented throughout the project.

Traffic impacts to
residents

Concerns with traffic safety,
the robustness of existing
roads and maintenance were
raised alongside questions
regarding our traffic
management/ improvement
plans.

We understand that with large construction projects, increased construction
traffic and road condition will often cause concern. In developing the Greens
400KV substation proposals, traffic and road use is a primary consideration
for us and our contractors.

An initial construction traffic routing assessment has been undertaken to
establish the most appropriate routes for construction traffic travelling to and
from the site. To support this, an Abnormal Loads Assessment report will
also be undertaken for larger equipment being delivered to the site. A
package of Public Road Improvements will also be delivered prior to
construction to ensure the local roads are suitable for the construction traffic.

Our Contractor will prepare and adopt a Construction Traffic Management
Plan (CTMP) to ensure that appropriate mitigation and management
strategies are identified and implemented. This will include the identification
of road widening, junction improvements or repairs that will be required. It
will also ensure a defined route is agreed with the council.

Condition surveys of the public highway will be carried out before works start
on site, and again upon completion, with any defects repaired to ensure the
public highway is left in no worse state once the works are complete.

In addition, we recognise the importance of separating construction traffic
from the single-track road which is located at the south of the site. Therefore,
a substation specific access road has been proposed for construction traffic
and will be constructed prior to the main substation construction works
commencing.

Wildlife

Migrating birds/loss of
habitats

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) survey work is currently underway
to establish the full extent of all habitats and protected species present on
site.

Where sensitive habitats and species are present, we will seek to avoid them
wherever possible, but where unavoidable suitable mitigation measures will
be identified and agreed in consultation with the Planning Authority and
NatureScot.

Where mitigation measures are agreed, these will be passed onto the

contractor in the form of a Commitments Register, supported by our own

Greens 400kV Substation, Land at Mains of Greens, Cuminestown, Turriff, Aberdeenshire, AB53 5YQ
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Theme

Response

Species Protection Plans and General Environmental Protection Plans, to
ensure that the measures are implemented as required. These measures will
also form part of the CEMP for the project.

Water/Flooding

Concerns were raised with
level of water runoff from
Mains of Greens, concerns
regarding flooding and
questions raised regarding
how Private Water Supplies
(PWS) will be protected.

We recognise there is a known issue with the Burn of Greens, which is
susceptible to flooding, however the majority of the site does not suffer from
flood risk.

Full Drainage Impact and Flood Risk Assessments (DIA/FRA) are currently
being undertaken and will be supported by a Drainage Strategy for the site,
which will ensure that surface water run-off is controlled to a level equivalent
to the current run-off rate of the site to ensure no worsening of the current
situation.

The Drainage Strategy, DIA and FRA will form part of the planning
application submission and will be assessed by the Planning Authority and
SEPA.

A full PWS survey has been undertaken of potentially affected PWS in
proximity to site to understand the full impact of the development and any
mitigation measures required to preserve residents PWS provision.

Residents within proximity of the site will either have already received a
survey or will receive a letter in due course regarding water supplies. Anyone
with further information on private water supplies should respond to the
questionnaires previously issued or email the Community Liaison Manager
(rob.whytock@sse.com) with details of their PWS.

Please also see our ‘Protecting Private Water Supplies’ handout for more
information, available from our project webpage or at our consultation
events.

Construction logistics

Questions raised regarded
working hours and proposals
for the workers who will be
living/travelling to site.

Our appointed contractor for the construction of the Greens 400kV
Substation is Siemens BAM, who we will be working closely with in the lead
up to and throughout anticipated construction.

Construction working hours will typically be restricted to 0700 to 1900
Monday to Friday and 0700 to 1300 on Saturday, with only some continuous
activities carried out by exception.

Siemens BAM will prepare and adopt a Construction Environmental
Management Plan (CEMP) to minimise any potential impacts on the
environment during construction.

These documents will be approved by the Planning Authority in advance of
construction starting and will include contact details for the Construction Site
Manager, who alongside the Community Liaison Manager will be the main
point of contact with the local community during construction.

As part of a wider strategy for worker accommodation that will require
approval from the Planning Authority. We are developing standards for
worker accommodation that will ensure the wellbeing of workers and ensure
that facilities are put in place to cater for their needs and those of our host
communities.

Pre-Application Consultation Report
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Theme Response

Safety Safety is our number one priority and forms the core of how we operate our

. electricity network across the north of Scotland.
A concern was raised

regarding risk of fire. There will be a comprehensive fire risk assessment conducted by our
contractor as part of their CEMP. The substation will be made up of
established technologies with no lithium batteries on site.

Environmental screening The landscape strategy for the development is currently being finalised and
will be informed by the Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA)

Requests were received for
undertaken as part of the EIA.

more information regarding
how the site will be screened | The current proposals deliver boundary screening in the form of landscape
form peoples’ views. bunds and mature landscape planting that seeks to mitigate the visual
impact of the development and soften its appearance within the local
environment. In addition, the colour of buildings located within the
development has been selected to mitigate visual impact.

Our Indicative Landscape Strategy plan is also now available to view which
shows the screening plans currently being proposed.

Community benefit We would like to thank residents for providing their feedback suggesting
Suggestions included: community benefits they would like to see implemented within the local area.
* Fibre broadband for We will work with the community to further explore the suggestions being
Cuminestown made and would seek to work with the Community Council to review

. suggestions and better understand local needs, identifying initiatives that
» Equipment for local 99 fying

could be developed during construction.
schools

- Upgrades to Cuminestown We are in the process of establishing a Community Benefit Fund which will

. . enable us to work directly with local communities to support initiatives and
Hall and playing fields y PP

help fund projects that can leave a lasting, positive legacy. We appreciate
* Providing more green that as the fund is being developed the information we’ve been able to share
spaces for community in has been limited. More information will be available later this year.

Cuminestown ) ] ) ]
In terms of broader community benefits, our Pathway to 2030 projects will

* Active travel corridors boost the economy, support local jobs and businesses. Recent studies show
« Cycle lanes our Pathway to 2030 programme could contribute over £6 billion to the UK’s
economy, support 20,000 jobs across the UK and benefit Scotland by

Feedback included that there

was not enough detail

around £2.5 billion, supporting 9000 Scottish jobs.

currently available on this
and how the funds will be
administered.

Greens 400kV Substation, Land at Mains of Greens, Cuminestown, Turriff, Aberdeenshire, AB53 5YQ
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Table 2: Summary Feedback from Pre-app meeting with Aberdeenshire Council and
Stakeholders.

Theme

Summary

Woodlands and trees

Presumption in favour of
protecting existing woodland
on site.

Any forestry loss will be compensated both on-site and off-site within the
local authority area. Compensatory Planting Plans and a Woodland
Management Plan will be prepared which will show how areas of woodland
yet to be removed are to be replaced and areas of landscape screening
required.

Natural heritage

The project will need to
offset any habitat loss.

The project will deliver 10% biodiversity net gain (BNG). A Landscape and
Habitat Management Plan and BNG report will be produced, which will
demonstrate how an enhancement in biodiversity will be achieved. Protected
species surveys have been carried out and any impact on protected species
will be assessed as part of the Environmental Impact Assessment and where
necessary appropriate mitigation measures identified.

Traffic and transport

Request for assessment of
abnormal loads and
consideration of construction
traffic Impacts.

An Abnormal Loads Assessment report and Swept Path Analysis will be
undertaken for larger equipment being delivered to site. Construction traffic
routing studies to date have confirmed that both construction traffic and
abnormal loads will access the site via the minor public road leading from the
B9170 from the north. A scheme of public road improvements (road
widening) will be implemented on the affected section of the minor road
between the site access and junction with the B9170. Residual impacts are
considered to be low. These studies are captured in the Traffic and
Transport chapter within the Environmental Impact Assessment which will
support the planning application.

Noise

Recognition of importance of
construction noise Impacts,
operational noise limits and
construction working hours.

A Construction and Operational Noise Assessment will be prepared which
will demonstrate that the project will not breach operational noise limits at the
nearest properties. There will be compliance monitoring post completion of
the works to ensure adherence to the Noise Impact Assessment.

Water Environment

Consider potential for
impacts to existing
watercourses, Private Water
Supplies and Drinking Water
Protected Areas.

Impacts to the water environment will be considered within the
Environmental Impact Assessment as part of the planning application, with
any mitigation measures outlined in the Construction Environmental
Management Plan (CEMP). A Flood Risk Assessment (FRA) and Drainage
Impact Assessment. (DIA) will be provided with the planning application.

Landscape and Visual

Cumulative visual effects
and effects on landscape
character should be
considered in the design and
detailed assessment of the
proposal.

A Landscape and Visual Assessment will be undertaken as part of the
Environmental Impact Assessment will consider effects on landscape and
visual receptors within the study area during construction and operation. An
assessment of cumulative effects with nearby development projects will also
be completed.

Pre-Application Consultation Report
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5. CONCLUSIONS

5.1.1 This PAC Report documents the consultation which ran between 13th February and 11th April & 7th May until
4th July 2024.

5.1.2 The PAN was submitted to the LPA on 30th January 2024. Following this, a first series of statutory public
consultation event was held at venues in Cuminestown & New Deer on 27th and 29th February and second
PAC 2 events were hosted in the same locations on 21st and 23th May 2024.

5.1.3 The consultation was designed to facilitate engagement with the local community, community councils,
statutory authorities and local leadership in order to invite feedback on the Proposed Development. The
common themes from the feedback were: Screening, impact on wildlife, noise, undergrounding, access road,
flooding, fire risk, cumulative impact, construction management, maps, local jobs and community benefit.

5.1.4 The approach to public consultation has ensured that the relevant stakeholders have been given the
opportunity to comment on the proposals. This has enabled locally important issues and concerns to be
identified and subsequently considered in the preparation of the Greens 400kV Substation planning application.

5.1.5 This PAC process has been informed by the statutory process laid out in the TCPA 1997 and the DMRs as
referenced above.

Greens 400kV Substation, Land at Mains of Greens, Cuminestown, Turriff, Aberdeenshire, AB53 5YQ
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Appendix A: Greens 400kV Substation January 2024 Proposal of Application Notice(s)

Scottish & Southern
Electricity Networks

Chris Gardner
Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission Plc
Inveralmond House

Aberdeenshire Council
Strategic Development Delivery Team

Planning and Economy 200 Dunkeld Road
Viewmount Perth
Arduthie Road PH1 3AQ
Stonehaven Telephone — 07850 655937
AB39 2DQ

e-mail — chris.gardner@sse.com

30 January 2024

Dear Sir/Madam,
Our ref: LTO00379 Greens

Proposal of Application Notice: Construction of a 400kV AC Substation and the Associated
Undertaking of Earthworks, Formation of Platform, Landscaping, Means of Access, Means of
Enclosure, Site Drainage, Temporary Construction Compounds and Other Associated Operations
(National Development) at Land at Mains of Greens, Cuminestown, Turriff, Aberdeenshire, AB53
5YQ

Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission plc (the Prospective Applicant), operating and known as Scottish
and Southern Electricity Networks Transmission (SSEN Transmission), is pleased to submit this
Proposal of Application Notice (PAN) and attached PAN Redline Boundary Plan relating to the
proposed Construction of a 400kV AC Substation and the Associated Undertaking of Earthworks,
Formation of Platform, Landscaping, Means of Access, Means of Enclosure, Site Drainage, Temporary
Construction Compounds and Other Associated Operations (National Development) at Land at Mains
of Greens, Cuminestown, Turriff, Aberdeenshire, AB53 5YQ.

Two sets of in-person public consultation events have been planned as set out in the Pre-Application
Consultation Event Timetable enclosed with this letter.

The first events will be held at Cuminestown Community Hall, Cuminestown, AB53 5YJ on 27 February
2024 between 1400 and 1900 and at New Deer Public Hall, Fordyce Terrace, New Deer, AB53 6WE on
29 February 2024 between 1400 and 1900. The second, final public events will be held at Cuminestown
Community Hall on 21 May 2024 between 1400 and 1900 and at New Deer Public Hall on 23 May 2024
between 1400 and 1900.

Newspaper adverts in respect of the public events will be placed in the Press & lournal on 17 February
2024 in respect of the first event and on 11 May 2024 in respect of the final event.

Copies of this PAN with attachments have been sent to the relevant parties, as listed below:

Greens 400kV Substation, Land at Mains of Greens, Cuminestown, Turriff, Aberdeenshire, AB53 5YQ
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Local Community Council:

Fyvie, Rorthienorman & Monqutter - frmccsec@gmail.com
Neighbouring Community Councils:

Deer - secretary.deercc@gmail.com

Turriff & District Ward Cllrs:

CliIr Alastair Forsyth - cllr.a.forsyth@aberdeenshire.gov.uk
ClIr Gordon Lang - clir.g.lang@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

Clir lain Taylor - cllr.i.taylor@aberdeenshire.gov.uk

ClIr Anne Stirling - clir.a.stiding@aberdeenshire.gov. uk
Hollyrood MSP:

Constituency MSP Gillian Martin MSP - Gillian.Martin.msp@parliament.scot
Regional MSPs:

Maggie Chapman- Maggie.Chapman.msp@parliament.scot
Maurice Golden- Maurice.Golden.msp@parliament.scot
Liam Kerr- Liam.Kerr.msp@parliament.scot

Douglas Lumsden- Douglas.l umsden.msp@parliament.scot
Michael Marra- Michael.Marra.msp@parliament.scot

Mercedes Villalba- Mercedes.Villalba.msp@parliament.scot

Tess White- Tess.White.msp@parliament.scot

Westminster MP:

David Duguid - david.duguid. mp@parliament.uk

In terms of additional consultation and publicity, the Prospective Applicant proposes to publish this
PAN along with a Consultation Booklet outlining the proposed development on the project website -

www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/project-map/new-deer-2-400kv-substation.

An information mail / leaflet drop will also be undertaken within a 10km of the prospective application
site.

We trust that the approach as set out above and in the attached PAN is sufficient to meet the terms
of the statutory requirements for pre-application consultation, without prejudice to the planning
authority’s obligations under the terms of Section 35(B) of the Town and Country Planning Act 1997
(as amended).

Greens 400kV Substation, Land at Mains of Greens, Cuminestown, Turriff, Aberdeenshire, AB53 5YQ
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PROPOSAL OF APPLICATION NOTICE

Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997 (Section 35B)
The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (Scotland)
Regulations 2013 (Regulations 4 -7)

To be completed for all developments within the
national or major categories of development

Name of Council | Aberdeenshire Council

Address Strategic Development Delivery Team

Planning and Economy, Aberdeenshire Council

Viewmount, Arduthie Road
Stonehaven, AB39 2DQ

Proposed development at [Note 1] Land at Mains of Greens

Cuminestown, Turriff
Aberdeenshire, AB53 5YQ

Description of proposal [Note 2] Canstruction of a 400kV AC Substation and the Associated Undertaking of Earthworks|

Formation of Platform, Landscaping. Means of Access, Means of Enclosure, Site

Drainage, Temporary Construction Compounds and Other Associated Operations.

Notice is hereby given that an application is being made to

[Note 3] | Aberdeenshire Council | Council by [Note 4]| Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission F'Ic|

Of [Note 5]
| Inveralmond House, 200 Dunkeld Road, Perth PH1 3AQ |

In respect of [Note 6] | Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Events |

To take place on [Note 7] | Please refer to PAN Covering letter and enclosed PAC Event Timetable |

[Note 8] The following parties have received a copy of this Proposal of Application Notice

Community Councils - Fyvie, Rorthienorman & Mongutter and Deer

Turriff & District Ward Councillors - Alastair Forsyth, Gordon Lang, lain Taylor & Anne Stirling
MSP - Gillian Martin (Aberdeenshire East)

MP - David Duguid (Banff & Buchan)

[Note 9] For further details conta::t| Chris Gardner - Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission Plc |

on telephone number | 07850 655937 or by email at chris gardner@sse.com |

And/or at the following address [Inveralmond House, 200 Dunkeld Road, Perth PH13AQ |
[Note 10] | certify that | have attached a plan outlining the site
| Chris Gardner |

Signed
On behalf of | Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission Plc |
Date | 30 January 2024 |

Greens 400kV Substation, Land at Mains of Greens, Cuminestown, Turriff, Aberdeenshire, AB53 5YQ
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Appendix B: Greens 400kV Substation PAC Notices for Newspaper February & May 2024
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Appendix C: Greens 400kV Substation February 2024 Public Consultation PAC 1 Newspaper Adverts
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New Deer 2 (Greens)

400kV Substation

Pre-application consultation events

We are holding statutory pre-application consultation events
for our proposed New Deer 2 (Greens) 400kV substation project.
The pre-application process is a key first step in the Town and
Country Planning process for national planning applications.

To enable the growth in renewable developments
needed to facilitate the country's drive towards net
zero, investment in our network infrastructure across
the north of Scotland is required to connect this
power and transport it to areas of demand.

This consultation is related to our New Deer 2 Substation
The project will involve construction of a new outdoor,
400kV Air Insulated Switchgear (AlS) Substation located
at Greens, East of Turriff and South of Cuminestown, 3km
from the existing New Deer Substation. The proposed
Beauly-Blackhillock-New Deer-Peterhead overhead
line will connect into the 400kV Substation at Greens.

During our consultation event you will be able to
view information about our proposed plans for
the Greens Substation, meet the project team,
ask questions and share feedback ahead

of our second public event in late May.

You are invited to attend our drop-in consultation events:

Tuesday 27 February, 2—7pm Thursday 29 February, 2-7pm
Cuminestown Community Hall, Main St, New Deer Public Hall, Fordyce Terrace,

Find out more and
register for project updates,
visit the project website

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate
to contact our Community Liaison Manager:

Rob Whytock Tel: +44 7721 404 576 )
200 Dunkeld Road, Perth PH13GH  Emall: rob.whytock@sse.com by scanning the QR code,
@ssentransmission @SSETransmission or use the following URL

http://bit.ly/3Gck64u
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Appendix D: Greens 400kV Substation February 2024 Public Consultation PAC 1 Maildrop Postcard
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NEW Deel‘ 2 (GreeHS) [L'?E?U'C\ty‘ l\lf_tt\“a/DrkS
400kV Substation

Pre-application consultation events

We are holding statutory pre-application consultation events for our proposed
New Deer 2 (Greens) 400kV Substation project. The pre-application process is a key
first step in the Town and Country Planning process for national planning applications.

To enable the growth in renewable developments needed to facilitate the
country's drive towards net zero, investment in our network infrastructure across the
north of Scotland is required to connect this power and transport it to areas of demand.

This consultation is related to our New Deer 2 Substation. The project will
involve construction of a new outdoor, 400kV Air Insulated Switchgear (AlS)
Substation located at Greens, East of Turriff and South of Cuminestown, 3km
from the existing New Deer Substation. The proposed Beauly-Blackhillock-New
Deer-Peterhead overhead line will connect into the 400kV Substation at Greens.

During our consultation event you will be able to view information

about our proposed plans for the New Deer 2 Substation, meet the project
team, ask questions and share feedback ahead of our second public events in
late May.

More information overleaf.

You are invited to attend our drop-in consultation events:

Tuesday 27 February, 2—7pm Thursday 29 February, 2—7pm ‘
Cuminestown Community Hall, Main St, New Deer Public Hall, Fordyce Terrace, Q‘ o
Cuminestown, AB53 5YJ New Deer, AB53 6WE SOL Ogve

The proposed new 400kV overhead line between Beauly and
Peterhead will connect to the proposed Greens Substation. The
overhead line is not part of our formal consultation but we will be
sharing information on alignment during these events. Find out more
about the overhead line project at ssen-transmission.co.uk/bbnp

Cuminestown

Beauly e e e e Peterhead

Inverness Blackhillock New
Deer

Aberdeen o

Dundee
.

°
Perth

® Stirling

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate
to contact our Community Liaison Manager:

Find out more and register for project
updates, visit the project website by scanning
the QR code, or use the following URL:

http://bit.ly/3Gck64u

Rob Whytock Tel: +44 7721 404 576
Dunke Perth PH13GH  Emai
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Appendix E: Greens 400kV Substation February 2024 Public Consultation PAC 1 Poster
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New Deer 2 (Greens)

400kV Substation

Pre-application consultation events

We are holding statutory pre-application consultation events
for our proposed New Deer 2 (Greens) 400kV substation project.
The pre-application process is a key first step in the Town and
Country Planning process for national planning applications.

To enable the growth in renewable developments
needed to facilitate the country's drive towards net
zero, investment in our netw’prk infrastructure across
the north of Scotland is required to connect this
power and transport it to areas of demand.

This consultation is related to our New Deer 2 Substation.
The project will involve construction of a new outdoar,
400KV Air Insulated Switchgear (AIS) Substation located

at Greens, East of Turriff and South of Cuminestown, Zkm
from the existing New Deer Substation. The proposed
Beauly-Blackhillock-Mew Deer-Peterhead overhead —
line will connect into the 400kV Substation at Greens.

During our consultation event you will be able to
view information about our proposed plans for
the Greens Substation, meet the project team,
ask questions and share feedback ahead

of our second public event in late May.

You are invited to attend our drop-in consultation events:

Tuesday 27 February, 2—7pm Thursday 29 February, 2-7pm
Cuminestown Community Hall, Main St, New Deer Public Hall, Fordyce Terrace,
Cumin E

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate Find cut more and
- Rlioes

our C; y Liaison ger: register for project updates,
Rob Whytock Tal: +44 7721 404 576 visit the project website
200 Dunkeld Road, Perth PH1 2GH  Email: robwhytockasse.com by scanning the QR code,
ST ® @SSETransmission or use the following URL:

http://bit.ly/3Gck64u
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Appendix F: Greens 400kV Substation February 2024 Public Consultation PAC 1 Banners
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New Deer 2 (Greens)
Substation

How we've selected
the substation site

Our site selection process makes sure the design, consenting, construction and
operation of our projects are undertaken in a manner, which on balance, causes
the least disturbance to the environment and the local community, while ensuring
the solution taken forward is economically and technically practical

To 0o this we follow an Internal process supported by third party environmental and technical expens.
This has many key s:ages, 8ach INCreasing in dewll ana genlnkion and Dringing technical, environmental,
people, and Cost consideradons togesher t0 Nnd 3 balanced outcome

Our proposed site: Site 13 - Greens i e
Foliowtng our last consultation on the proposed New
Deer 2 sutstation in March 3, where we xsked for
YOur views regarding shoriisted siwes, In December
2023 we confirmad that the Sité we were proposing
10 progress with was ske 13

The Report on CoNSUltaton (ssen-transmission.co.uk/
New-geer-2-10C) GOCUMENts the CONSLItIION Process
Which was underaken between 22 March 2023 and 10
November 2023 for the project

This reporn cescrives the Consuitation events,
summarises the key consultaton responses received
angd provides getall On Our responses to the point
raised. Ste 13 was the only opdon o have nNO Red’ RAG
{Red: Amber; Green) raungs against our Site Selection
critenion, with Red representing leas preferred

Having reviewed and considered the stakenoicer
feeddack, In conjuncuon wkh the resuls from our
cewiles ske selection process, there have been no
ISSUES raised that we DeSieve would De of Such 3 scale
tO reconsicer the preferred site for the proposed
Greens (New Deer 2) subswation

What next?

We are now at the Pre-Appication Consuttation (P,
$tage of our site selecrion process and following this e
consultation, we will engage again in May 2024, to
share feadback from this consuitation event and any
subsequent changes 0 Jesign price tO submiting 3
planning appicaxion to the Local Planning Auhority

Why this site?

« Fewer emvironmental constraints.

« Sufmcient size t0 suppon landscaping and
Dlodversity net gain Improvements.
Locaiity In retation tO main 3CCess routes. Y
Connectivity for existing and proposed OHL N |
Infrastructure and local services. N\ |
Sufmcient size to house 3l proposed e e
Infrastructure works
SUPPOItS the CONSTUCYON requirements
Inciuding laydown and compound) without
the need to extend beyond the boundary.

rob.whytock@sse.com

ssen-transmission.co.uk/greens
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Powering change
together

The time has come to further enhance Scotland’s
energy infrastructure, providing power for future
generations as we move towards net zero.

our networ

But there’s more to be done. By 2050, the
north of Scotland is predicted to contribute
over 50GW of low carbon energy to help
deliver net zero. Today, our region has around

9GW of r g
to the network.

We're investing £20 billion into our region’s
energy i this decade, p ing more
than ten million UK homes and 20,000
jobs, 9,000 of which will be here in Scotland.

Find out more

Scan the QR code with

your smartphone to find

out more about how these

policies have been assessed

and determined. Youcans
ssen-transmi

our with us at
on.co.uk/talk-to-us/contact-us
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New Deer 2 (Greens)
Substation

Development considerations

During our last consultation, we outlined many of the engineering, environmental
and social considerations we take account of when establishing a practical site for
the substation. Mow that we have identified a proposed site, we are able to share
further details regarding many of cur development considerations.

Size

The |ayout of the substation has been developed as
an Alr Insulated Switchgaar (A1S) substation. The AIS
equipmeant wWill b2 outBeors and conslsts of busbars
and switchgear which Is used to marshal and control
the eectricity supply.

Tne sulstation piatfonm size Is approximataty

700m x 375m and has besn developed based on the
number of bays raquired for the MNikial CONNECHoNS

at the sita and AlipwanCe Made for ftLre Connections.

A control bullding will De reguired on ik which
COMtains equUIpMEnt required o OParate the sUbstation
nclucing Contral panats. The bullding will be single
ZHOMY WIth an appro’imate overal nielght of 14.5m.

Landscape and Visual

Tnere are no Matlonal Pancs, Natlonal Scenic Areas of
‘Wildland Areas in prn:lmtymme Sita. The naarast
Garden and Dﬁlgnsﬂ Lannscape Is Hatton Castle,
which Bes :pprn:lmahely A0m 40 e west.

The site |5 lncated on the eastern slopes of Waggle

HR, facing southeas: towards a broad open agricuiural
valley, and contzined to the west by rising ground

and forestry.

It would be visiple for the residential receptors across
the valley t0 the east. Due 0 distance from the extsting
TUBbStation, the oevelopment IS IKely to extend the
presence of Infrastructure In the local landscape,
where this type of Infrastructura Is not currenty

one of the key characternistics.

A datalled landscape and visual aszessment will be
carried out as part of the EIA t0 understand how the
preposed development will be wiewed within the
surreunding area, to ldentify any sigrificant effects
and propose Mitigation MEeasures i response 1o
these afects.

Ingicative landscape and visual mitigaton measwes
=such as landscape bunds and planting are shown on
the layout plan and 3D visualisations that form part
of this consultation process.

Traffic

Tha overall 3CCass to tha siba ks proposed 1o be from
tha B1S70, with survey and design works cngaing
2 eterminge any Public Road IMprovement works
required to facBitate this.

The construckion of the proposed development Wil
require vehicles o deliver plant, machineary and
WOTKars t0 the siha.

An approfpiate Constructon Trafmic Management
Plan woull be developed to ensure road safewy for
all other road users during the construction works
for sultable management of all abnormal loads and
vehicle movements,

rob.whytock@sse.com

ssen-transmission.co.uk/greens

Connections

Greens 4006V substation alows future offshore and
CNSNOTE renewsie Qenseration t0 CONNEect to the
reinforcad electricley network

The location of Gresns 400KV substston enables
connectons Into the substatlon via the north, with
the Beauly to Peternead Overnead Connecton mo
the substation via OHL. Greens 400KV substation
will connect w0 the existing Mew Desar subseation wWa
Underground Cable and axit the sike via the south.

Noise

Constructlon nolsa s conskdared o De short tarm
and Intanmitbant and can be controfied through the
Imptementation of a nolse management plan, which
would Incude woriking hours agreed with
Aberdeenzhire CounclL

Easaling moisa MOnHoNng sUrveys will be undartakan
at noksa Sanshive recaptors within tha vicinity of the
sha 0 Inform an operational Nolse assessment.

Appropriate mitigation measures will be considered
dependent on the results of the assessment.

Cultural heritage

Thera are no World HE{ILEII;E Sltes, Scheauled
Monuments, II'IHE'H}')' Gardens and DE:II;IDEU
Landscapes, inventory Battlefields or Consenvation
Araas within 3km of the: S,

An appratsal Including a walkover survey of the

sita and ks surrounding area has been undertaken

to undersiand the potentlal efects on the historic
environment. WIENIN the Site there I 3 Sngle recordes
UNOESIONAtEd 3538t — MG and FUITCA Bartmwioks.

This fegture ks 3 Coninuation from the fNaid agacent.
The fedture SUVIVES In nearty unracognisaple
conoiion, Wely 0us t0 the significant plougning

of the fleld. The Melds are a mixture of arzble/pasture
with avidence of Intensive ploughing, reducing the
potental for any SUNEIng sUDSUrface archaeology.

CONsUtaton will Da Carmied aut with ADeTgaenshire
Counch as part of tNe planning appication procass
0 IEntiFy any On-Sie AChaeoingical Investigaton
that would be required befone COMSErUCon wWorks
COMmmence. If required a Written Scheme of
Invastigation would be preparad Wlch woukl

SEt OUt 3 Strateqy FOr archaeolngical mitigation

IN Evance of tha CONSTUCHon Works.

N R
=3 (hraePETn $
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Help shape | -\
our plans e

The work we have planned is significant and has 7
the potential to deliver massive benefits in your }'/
community, Scotland, and beyond. Yet we know that [ I
achieving our goals will require a lot of work that will
impact your lives. That's why we want to work with
you every step of the way throughout the planning and
delivery stages of these essential and ambitious works.

WeTe committed to desvering a meaningful
CONSURatIoN Drocess that actively seeks the views
of everyone alfected by our plans. That means
making our pians clear and easlly accesstile, SO
that you can give us Input throughout each stage
of the development process

Trroughout the consultation, we'l present our
approach 1o developing the project, including
changes made since we [ast consulted with you

We wili also provide some visualisations and maps
10 Show you where everything wel be located.

We want you to share your thoughts and opinions
‘on our plans, where you think we can make
mprovemeants, concerns about the impact of

OUT WOTK and whnat you think of any changes

and refinements we've made.

By teling us what you think, you will heip shape our
proposais. We want to harnass your local knowledge
SO that we Spot any unforeseen challenges early and
maximise the potantial benefits and opportunities for
YOUr comImunities.

Becausa, ultimately, we want YOou tO work with usto
ensure that the energy Infrastructure we buikd will be
the best It can possibly te.

Who we are consulting with

As well 35 communities, we are kaen 1o hear
feadback from a broad range of other stakeholders
NCluding but not limited to landowners, businesses,
NON-StatUtory Consultees and statutory consultees
such as local authorities, NatureScot, Scottish
Environment Protection Agency (SEPA), Historic
Environment Scotland (HES] and Forestry and

Land Scotland (FLS).

(;rv‘x rob.whytock@sse.com

ssen-transmission.co.uk/greens
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Project overview

We're leading some exciting projects to power change in the UK and Scotland
To support the delivery of 2030 offshore wind targets set by the UK and Scottish
Governments, and to power local communities, we need to upgrade our existing
network. In some key areas, we need to develop entirely new infrastructure

Beauly to Blackhillock to New Deer
to Peterhead 400kV Overhead Line (OHL)

Extensive studles have confirmed the need for 2 new
400KV transmission connection between Beauty and
Peterhead, CONNECHNg Into substation sites near
BlackhRiock and New Dear

This connection will be provided via an Cverhead

Line OHL approximately 180%m in kength and
consisting of stael lattice towers (commonly referred

10 as pylons} Ukely to average around 56m in haight
The proposed 400KV OHL between Beauty, Blackniliock,
New Deer and Peterhead forms part of the Acceleratad
Strategic Transmission investment (ASTI) projects

The new 400kV OHL, will connect Into the

proposed new 400KV substations at Beauly,

n the Highlands, Blackhlliock In Moray,

New Deer 2 and Netherton, near Peterhead

n Aberdeenshira. Each substation will Ovesty [ S N
connet he existing 400kV substations Sweoens  BachnEack Wew

n €3Ch of the areas o

Hmrcees e

New Deer 2 400kV substation

This consuitation Is reiated to our New Deer 2

substation. The project will Involve construction A~
of 3 new outdoor, 400«V Alr Insulated Swichg
{AIS) substation located East of Turrff and South of
Cuminestown, 3km from the existing New Deer * oy
substation. The current proposed subs:ation .
footprint Is approximately 700m by 375m. Oy

With provision to enabie future renewable energy
QENETation tO CONNECt O the tANSMISSION Network,
New Deer 2 400KV subsiation will Connect to the

Beauty to Peternead 400KV OHL and to the existing
New Deer substation via underground cable {UGC)

Naming the substation

Feedback from our consultation Indicated that stakeholders feit the name of the substation should be
‘e relevant to the area in which it Is located. Now that a2 proposed site has been selected, we are

changing the name of New Deer 2 substation to Greens substation

Going forward within this bookiet, for the next consultation and submission of our planning appllication,
the name be formally changed to Greens substation

(=) robwhytock@sse.com
N

ssen-transmission.co.uk/greens
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3D visualisations

We understand that local stakeholders need to be able to visualise what the
development may look like in their local area

We've commissioned 3D
visualisations which model the
substation Into the ocal landscape
t0 help understanding of the
proposals In terms of the visual
Impact, distance and heignt.

The foliowing are some Images
taken from the 3D model created
for the Greens substation

A fiythrough video ks atso avallabie
t0 view irom the project webpage [
of Via the QR code a the bottom -
Of this page 3D image of Greens Substation and access
road crossing the Bums of Green
The layout ana colour of our
proposals may change based on
feagback and further refinement
©f the design, i that happens, we'l
update our model and Video and
share this on our webpage and with
yOu 3t the next event

Photomontages
Photomontage visualisations will
aiso be produced as part of the
Environmental Impact Assessment
(EJA). Once the EIA Is completad,
well ensure these photomontages
are easiy avaiabie to view 3D Image looking north east at ground
level over Greens Substation

Find out more

Scan the OR code with your

smartphone o view on the

project webske 3D Image of Greens Substation looking
southwest from Middieh

rob.whytock@sse.com

ssen-transmission.co.uk/greens
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Underground Cable
(UGC) connection
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Associated with the delivery of the new 400kV substation is the installation of a
new 400kV underground cable (UGC) connection between the proposed New
Deer 2 (Greens) Substation and the existing New Deer Substation, approximately
2.5km to the south of the new substation site.

The proposed Cable Connection Corridor Plan shows
the Indicative Corridor whnich starts at Mains of Greens
and travels South until Burnside. it then travels east of
Swanford and along the eastern extant of the MOss of
Swanford, t0 the existing New Daer Subsiation.

The new connection will be 3 doudie circult UGC
CONNECtion and Wik have an anticipated construction
corrigor of approximately 80m.

The Corrigor Is basad upon a 100m zone of deviation
elther siga of an ingicative cenere line. The Pan
therefora shows an Indicative 200m corrider, not the
80m constriction corridor.

The proposad alignment has been designed to
minimise anvironmental Impacts and avoks residantial
properties and other bullt form as much as possible,
whiist prowiding the most direct route and most
cost-effective dellvery solution

rob.whytock@sse.com

ssen-transmission.co.uk/greens

It Is anticipatad that construction of the UCC would
take place over a 3-year period, aithough 2 desalled
programming of works would be the responsibility
©Of the Principal Contractor In agreement with

SSEN Transmission.

Underground cabling s classed as permted
development under Ciass 40 of Town and Country
Planning (General Permitted Development [Scosland)
Order 1992 and as a result there Is no requrement

t0 provide formal notification to the Local Panning
Authority or secure planning consent for these works.

Conseguently, the proposad UGC connecton corridor
Is being shown for Information purposes only and does
not form part of the Pre-Appiication Consuitation {PAC)
proposals and will not form part of the formal planning
application for the substation.

We would welcomsa comments on the proposed
Indicative UGC corridor and will taker these on board,
but thay will not be formalty recorded as part of the
formal PAC process for the main substation proposais.
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Project timeline

rob.whytock@sse.com

ssen-transmission.co.uk/greens

2022
= Substation options assessment: Autumn 2022
= Undertake Environmental Surveys to inform the Site Selection Report.

2023

= Substation options refinement: Early 2023
= Public consultation event: Spring 2023

= Initiate Environmental Impact Assessment

2024

= Public consultation: Spring and Summer 2024

= Land negotiations

= Complete Environmental Impact Assessment

= Ervironmental Impact Asseszment Scoping

= Town and Country Planning Application submission Auwtumn 2024

2025
= Planning Decizion(s) Received
= If Planning Conszent granted start discharge of Planning Conditions

2026
= Complete discharge of Planning Conditions: Spring 2026
» Commence Construction

2027

= Construction works ongoing.

2028

= Construction works ongoing.

2029
= Construction complete: Early 2029
= Commissioning works: Complete Stage 1and 2

2030

= Complete final OHL commissioning works.
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Delivering a positive
environmental legacy

On every project we deliver, we always need to consider how we impact the
environment in that area. As we enhance the transmission network in the North
East of Scotland, we have a responsibility to design and build our projects to

protect and enhance the environment

We will always ook to minimise the potential Impaces
from our activities and achleve Biodiversky Net Gain
{BNG]). As the first developer to consult upon and
mplement an award-winning approach to deliver
Blodiversity Net Gain (BNG) on 3% new sies, we're
committed to dellvering 3 “greener grid”, focusing on
nhabltat rastoration and craating biodiversity growth
as we Invest In our network. We are committed to
delivering 10% Blodiversity Net Gain on all sites gaining
consent going forward. This ensures that we don't
Just restore our natural habitats but acuvely Improve
them for the benahit Of 10Cal communities, wildlife,
flora and fauna

During the development, Construction and oparation
of our projects, we will leave the environment In 2
measurably better state than before development
saned, ensuring a posiive emironmental legacy

at all our sites.

As this project progresses through the davelopment
Process, we will actively seei ways to avold and
minimise Impacts on blodiversity, through careful
routelng and site design to avoid impacting areas
of highest biodiversity vatue.

Where avoldance Is not possible, we will offset this by
mroducing new habitats 3ong with restoration efforns.

These can be achieved within the boundary of the
gevelopment site, or by providing suppor to local
UPS Involved with habitat restoraion or creation

projacts, within the locale of the development site

This ensures that we 0on't just restore our natural
nabitats but actively Improve them for the benefit
of Iocal communities, wildlife, flora and fauna.

If there are blodiversity Improvement projects in your I0cal area that we could get involved with, please

contact the Community Lialson Manager.

Example projects

Argyll Coast and Countryside Trust (ACT)

ArgyW's rainforest Is 3 unique and rare habiat of andent
and native woodiand. This collaboration with ACT wil
nelp deliver SSEN Transmission’s COMpensatory tree
planting and BNG commitments In Argyll. It 3o aligns
with ACT's woodiand planting ambitions, Supporing ks
charitable objectives Inciuding blodiversity gain, health
and wellbeing, improvement for 1ocal paople, outdoor
leaming opportuniies and cEmate change workshops.

Thurso South substation and

The Bumblebee Conservation Trust

We created approximately 10 nectares of bee-friendly
Nabitat to support the pORENGtIon of tha rare endemic
great yeliow bumblebee

This contributed 10 wider consanvation efforts for this
bee spacies. A collaboration with The Bumbiebae
Conservation Trust facllitated resaarch on food
avallabiity for bumbiebees, identifying the neead for a
aiversa seed mix contalning kay flowerning species to
enhance earty, main and late food SUPPLY tO SUPport
the full lifecycle of bumbiebees

rob.whytock@sse.com

ssen-transmission.co.uk/greens

Argyll Coast and Countryside Trust (ACT)

Thurso South substation and
The Bumblebee Conservation Trust
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Summary of environmental
considerations

Surnmary of water environment

and soils

The site |5 located o the west of Burn of Greens and
Littie Water/Black Burn. There afa numerous Private
Watar Supplles (PWS] within 1&m of the sie, with
sme |Dcated within the Sie lksalf.

Whara PWS’ ara kentified, further invastigation
of potentially Impacted PWS will be undertaken
and appropriate protection/mitigaton measwes
mplamented. The ste les within 3 Drinking Water
Protectad Area for groundwater.

A heavily modiflad dich IS present cenerally wikhin

thea 5it2 3nd MSCUSSIONS Rave ta4en place Wih SEPA
regarding the divarsion of this FEsture t0 acCommodate
the development.

Dietallad design of this diversion will be dentified as
part of tha appllcation proposals however, an Indicative
dIvErsion route Is shown on the lzyout plan which
SUppOrts this consulkation process.

A Flood Risx Assessment and Dralnage Impact
Assessment will De prepared 1o sUpport the planning
application and Inform the detalled design of the
Sustainable Urban Drainage System (SuDs) drainage
swraeagy for the sike nowever, an Indicatve SuDs
swraxegy has been Identified and i lustrated In the
drainage layout drawings that support this consultation
process. A Slte Water Managemeant Plan will be
dayeloped to Manage potental rishs 1 the water
SNVIrONMmEnt durng CoNSHuCHon.

Surmmary of forestry

Summary of terrestrial ecology

and arnithology

The she has been surveyed ko [dentfy habltats,
protected specles and birgs. A Blodversity Met Gain
(BMG) condition ZEsEssment was also undertaken
CONCUITErly ‘With the habkat LNVt o alCWS
the DDEI\'EI'SII)' Lndts of the sike +0 be calculated.

The site which aliows for the current blodiversisy units
doas not lle within or ciose ko any shes designated for
nature conssvation.

Fleld signs of badger faraging and commuting activiy
SUCT 35 [ines, [2FINES 3N SNUMe Noles were racorsad
wiithin the sha and subsequent acoéogical monlkoring
3N survey Nas identified the prasence of ackive badger
sEtts. MO ConClusive signs of other protected and/for
nctable specles were recorded.

Breeding bird surveys Indicated that the site and
SUMMOUNGING 2rea SUPPort NUMerous breeding
bird spacies. The low-ltylng agricultural land
raprasenes potentally sultatie foraging habitat
FOF OVErWintanng watarfowl

A Landscape and Habitat Management Plan for
equivalent) wil be prepared to support the planning
application and the praject will also target the dellvery
of 2 minimum of 10% BMG across the application

site {see separate BNG sections for more detalls

on 55EM Transmission's comMmitment o the delivery
of BNG].

The site does not e within or ciose ko any areas of Ancient Weodtand and Is not affected by any commercially
viable plamtations. The Northarn and wiestam boundanas of tha Site are bounded by SHNCE Woodiand areas
wihll5t 52ctions of INEar Nesgencw are prasent weithin the ske.

It Is anBCipated that SoMe Of thasa features will be Lost 25 part of e developmiant, and further detaiad
mvastgation will be reguired 2stablish the extant of amy removal, with any LSS appropRately compeansated
for Dy equivalent [or greater) areas of new treefhedgerow planting.

A Woodiand Managemant Plan will be prapared and |ssued o support the planning applicaton.

rob.whytock@sse.com

ssen-transmission.co.uk/greans
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Have your say

We value community and stakeholder feedback. Without this, we would
be unable to progress projects and reach a balanced proposal

The feedback period
We will acceps feedback from now undl 11 April 2024,

How to provide feadback

Submit your feedback online by scanning the OR code
©n this page of v tha form on our project webpage
at: ssen-transmisshon.co.ulk fgreens

Emall tha faadiback form o the Communiy Lialson
Manager. Of write to us enciosing the feedback form
at the back of this booklet.

What we're secking views on

During owr kast public consultation event In
March 2023, we wanted t0 Knaw your thoughts
©n the substaton shes under consideration and
if you agreed with the one we'd identifled as best.

NOW that we NZve taken forward a proposed site, wa
WRINt YOU 0 SNare your thaughts and cpinions on our
plans, whera you think we can make Improvements,
CONCEMNS SDO4UR the MMPaCt Of DU WOTK 2nd what you
think of any cnanges and refnaments weve mage.

We'l be activety IDoHINg &0 Mitigate the Impacts of the
slte as much 25 pessible over the coming months, but
it would be NElpful &0 UNderstand what you bellave
we ShouKl be going to Nelp Minimise hese IMpacts
and If there are any opportuniles to dellver a local
community benaft you would ke us 42 consider.

‘We encourage all interestad community mamibars

o Till in a fieedback fonm whien submitting feedback,
however B you prefer, you can amall us +o provide
your faedback of ask any quastions.

Recite®

T SUPDOrt Evaryone cnling, we provide
accesibility and languaga cptions on our
websita through Aedlte Ma'. The accessibility
and language support options provided oy
‘Recha Mg Include text-t0-5peech funcionality,
Fulty customisabie syling features, rezding aids,
and a transtation ool with ower 100 languages,
Including 35 text-t0-5peach.

Flease select "ACcessibility™ on cur website 10 try
OUt OUr INCEsve toolbar.

rob.whytock@sse.com

ssen-transmission.co.uk/greens

‘Our Community Liaison Team

Each project has a dedicated Community Lialson
Manager who works Closaly with community
members 1o maike sure they ane well informed of our
DICPOS3s and that thelr VIeWs, CONCEmMS, qUEsHons
OF SWgestions are put 10 OUr project teams.

Throughout the life of our projects, you will hear
oM us reqularly. We alm to establish strong working
relatlonships by being accessible to key local
stakeholders such as community counclls, residents”
assoclations and development tnests, and regulary
‘engage with Intarested Individuals.

Community Liaison Manager

Rob Whytock
‘Community Lialson Manager
SSEN Transmission,

200 Dunseld Road,
Parth, PH1 3GH

T 07721 404576
E: rob.whytockmsse.com b £

Additional information
The best way to keep up o date
= b0 Sign up tO project updatas
Wia tha project webpage:
s5en-transmisslon.co.ukfgraens

You £an also follow us
on soclal media

@ S5EM-Transmisslon

(X) ssemansmission
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Building the energy system of the future will require delivery of significant
infrastructure over the next few years. In partnership with the UK and Scottish
governments, we're committed to meeting our obligation of connecting new,
renewable energy to where it's needed by 2030.

Achieving net zero

By 2030, both the UK and Scottish governments are
targeting a big expansion in offshore wind generation
of 50GW and 11GW respectively. The Scottish
Government has also set ambitious targets for an
additional 12GW of onshore wind by 2030.

Across Great Britain, including the north of Scotland,
there needs to be a significant increase in the capacity
of the onshore electricity transmission infrastructure to
deliver these 2030 targets and a pathway to net zero.

Securing our energy future

And it's not just about net zero. It's also about building
a homegrown energy system, so that geopolitical
turmoil around the world doesn't severely impact the
UK and push up energy prices. The UK Government's
British Energy Security Strategy further underlines

the need for this infrastructure, setting out plans

to accelerate homegrown power for greater

energy independence.

The strategy aims to reduce the UK's dependence on
and price exposure to global gas wholesale markets

through the deployment of homegrown low carbon

electricity generation supported by robust electricity
network infrastructure

Meeting our 2030 targets

In July 2022, National Grid, the Electricity System
Operator (ESO), published the Pathway to 2030
Holistic Network Design (HND)

This set out the blueprint for the onshore and
offshore transmission infrastructure that's required
to support the forecasted growth in the UK's
renewable electricity.

It's an ambitious plan that will help the UK
achieve net zero

What does this mean for you?
Based on the requirements outlined in the

Design, we have developed proposals to

To facilitate this connection, and others as part of
the wider strategy, new additional 400KV substations
and ass ted infrastructure is required at these
four locations

The 400kV substation project forms part of
the ScotWind enabling Transmission Owner
Reinforcement Instructions (TORIs), enabling
renewable energy generation in the North-East
to connect to the Transmission network

Future network

investment requirements
Our 2 ‘ first s

mmittir

e targets, further investment

arch this y

bination o

ESC's Pathway to 2030 Holistic Network Western sies /
reinforce the onshore corridor between LD

Beauly and Peterhead, via Blackhillock
and New Deer. Skye

— New infrastructure

- of existing

———  Existing network

x
N A

Fertaresse

P
/ 2

"/ Emmosa

Fert Augustus

Westieid
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The Itati

will be taking place on:

27 February 2024 - Cuminestown Community Hall - 2pm-7pm

29 February 2024 - New Deer Public Hall - 2pm-7pm

The Pathway to 2030

Building the energy system of the future will require delivery of significant infrastructure
over the next few years. In partnership with the UK and Scottish Governments, we're
committed to meeting our obligation of connecting new, renewable energy to where

it's needed by 2030.

Achieving net zero

By 2030, bath the UK and Scottish Governments are
targeting a big expansion in offshare wind generation

of S0GW and 11GW respectively. The Scottish Government
has also set ambitious targets for an additional 12GW of
enshare wind by 2030

Across Great Britain. including the north of Scotland, there
needs to be a significant increase in the capacity of the
cnshore slectricity transmission infrastructure to deliver
these 2030 targets and 2 pathway to net zerc.

Securing our energy future
And it’s not just about net zero. It's also about building a
rown energy system. 5o that geapolitical turmoil
around the world doesn't severely impact the UK and push
up energy prices. The UK Gowemment's Britizh Energy
Security Stratagy further underlines the need for this
infrastructure, setting out plans to accelerate homegrown
power for greater energy independence.

The strategy aims to reduce the UK's dependence an
and price expasure to global gas wholesale markets
through the deployment of homegrown low carbon
electricity generation supported by robust electricity
network infrastructure.

Meeting our 2030 targets

In July 2022, National Grid, the Electricity System Operstar
(ESO), published the Pathway to 2030 Holistic Network
Design (HND}

Thisset out the blueprin for the onshare and ofshors
ucture th
forecastad growth in the UK's ptitng siectriciry.

It's an ambitious plan that will help the UK achieve
et zero.

What does this mean for you?

Extensive studies informing the ESO's Pathway to the.
2030 HND confirmed the need to reinforce the onshore
corridors between Spittal and Beauly, Besuly to Peternead
and the subsea connection between Spittal and Peterhead.

Providing new higher voltage connections between these
sites will deliver the significant increased capacity needed
1o transport ene new large scale onshare and
ofishore renawable generation (mainly wind farms) to
demand centres via onshore and HVDC subsea links

To enable these new connections, new 400KV subna\mns
are required at key locations as shown on the sdjace;

map. At Spittal, Beauly and Peterhead, converter ons
are required to convert electricy from the subsea cables
that ranspont slecrcty from the Westem lles, b<twesn
Spittal and Peterhead and Peterhead s

These key locations will also allow offshore and onshore
renewable generation to connect to the reinforced
electricity networl

These projects have been highlighted as critical to
delivering the UK and Scottish Gavernment’s targets.
with the development of them accelerated to meet
the target dates of Energisation by 2030.

Future network
investment requirements
Cur 2030 targets will only get

ming net zero by 2050, with the
L o net zero ﬁ‘.‘E

St
ity transmission network in
. The next stage of sra

stem
SO, to publish detaits
ar. It s expectsd this will

include a combination of new onshore and
offshore network requirements.

Powering

change together

The time has come to further enhance Scotland’s energy
infrastructure, providing power for future generations as

we move towards net zero.

The shift to a cleaner, about

change. It's about ensuring future generations have the same opportunities

to thrive as we have all had.

Countries around the worid are investing in their energy infrastructure to
support the demands of modern economies and meet net zero targets.

The UK is leading the way in buiding a modern, sustainable energy system

for the future.

We all have a part to play
When it comes to net zero, we have to be in it together

The UK and Scottish
2ero targets, and we're playing our part in meeting them.

We work closely with National Grid Electricity System
Operator to connect vast renewable energy resources —
hamessed by solar, wind, hydro and marine generation —
to areas of demand across the country. Scotiand s playing
3 big role in meeting this demand, exporting two thirds of
power generated in our network.

But there’s more to be done. By 2050, the north
of Scotland is predicted to contribute over 50GW
of low carbon energy to help deliver net zero.
Today, our region has around SGW of renewable
generation connected to the network.

At SSEN Transmission. it is our role to build the energy
system of the future.

We're investing £20 billion into our region's
energy infrastructure this decade, powering more
than ten million UK homes and 20,000
jobs, 9,000 of which will be here in Scotland.

Find out more

the OR code with your
smartphone to find out more
about how these policies have
been assessed and determined.

Who we are
We're responsible for maintaining and investing in the
tectricity network in the north of Scotland.

We're part of SSE pic. one of the world's leading energy
companies with a rich heritage in Scotland that dates
back more than 80 years. We are also closely regulated
by the G8 energy regulator Ofgem, who determines how
much revenue we are allowed to earn for constructing.
maintaining and renovating our transmission network

What we do

We manage the electricity network across cur

region which covers a quarter of the UK's land mass,
crossing some of the country's most challenging terrain
We connect renewable energy sources to our network
in the north of Scotland and then transport it to where
it needs to be. From underground subsea cables and
overhead lines (OHL) to electricity substations, our
network keeps your lights on all year round

Working with you

We understand that the work we do can have an impact
r host communities. So we're committed to

minimising our impacts and maximising all the benefits

that our developments can bring to your area.

We're regularly assessed by global sustainability
consultancy AccountAbility for how we engage with
communities. That means we provide all the information
you need to know about our plans and how they will
impact communities like yours. We want to hear people's
views, concerns, o ideas and hamess local knowledge so
that our work benefits their communities: today and long
into the future. You can share your views with us at
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Help shape j
our plans Y L

The work we have planned s significant and has the ~
potential to deliver massive benefits in your community, ¥
Scotland, and beyond. Yet we know that achieving our | Il
goals will require a lot of work that will impact your lives.
That's why we want to work with you every step of the
way throughout the planning and delivery stages of these
essential and ambitious works.

We' g a meaningful

process that actively seeks the views of everyone affected
by our plans. That means making our plans clear and
easily accessble. 5o that you can give us input throughout
each stage of the development process.

Throughout the consultation, we'll present our approach
to developing the project, including changes made since
we last consulted with you

We will also provide some visualisations and maps
1o show you where everything will be located.

We want you to share your thoughts and opinions on
our pians, where you think we can make improvements,
concerns about the impact of our work and what you
think of any changes and refinements we've made.

By telling us what you think, you wil help shape our
proposals. We want to haress your local knowledge
50 that we spot any unforeseen challenges early and
maximise the potential benefits and opportunities for
your communities

Because, uitimately, we want you to work with us to
ensure that the energy infrastructure we build will be
the best it can possibly be.

Who we are consulting with
As well as communities, we are keen to hear feedback
from a broad range of other stakeholders including but

authorities, NatureScot, Scottish Environment Protection
Agency (SEPA), Historic Environment Scotland (HES)
and Forestry and Land Scotiand (FLS).

How we've selected
the substation site

Our site selection process makes sure the design, consenting, construction and
operation of our projects are undertaken in a manner, which on balance, causes
the least disturbance to the environment and the local community, while ensuring
the solution taken forward is economically and technically practical

To do this we follow an internal process supported by third party environmental and technical experts. This has many key
stages, each increasing in detai and definition and bringing technical, | people. and
together to find a balanced outcome.

Our proposed site:

Site 13 - Greens

Following our last consuitation on the
proposed New Deer 2 substation in March
2023, where we asked for your views
regarding shortisted sites, in December
2023 we confirmed that the site we were
proposing to progress with was site 13,

The Report on Consultation
(ssen-transmission.co.uk/new-deer-2-roc)
documents the consultation process which
was undertaken between 22 March 2023 and
10 November 2023 for the project.

This report describes the consultation
events, summarises the key consultation
responses received and provides detai an
our responses to the point raised. Site 13
wias the only option to have no ‘Red RAG
(Red; Amber; Green) ratings against our Site
Selection criterion, with ‘Red” representing
least preferred.

Having reviewed and considered the
stakeholder feedback, in conjunction with
the results from our detailed site selection

to reconsider the preferred site for the
proposed Greens (New Deer 2) substation.

What next?

We are now at the Pre-Application

Consultation (PAC) stage of our site selection
rocess and following this consultation,

we will engage again in May 2024, to share

feedback from this consultation event and

any subsequent changes to design prior

to submitting a planning application to the

Local Planning Authority.

Project overview

We're leading some exciting projects to power change in the UK and Scotland.
To support the delivery of 2030 offshore wind targets set by the UK and Scottish
Governments, and to power local communities, we need to upgrade our existing
network. In some key areas, we need to develop entirely new infrastructure,

Beauly to Blackhillock to New Deer

to Peterhead 400kV Overhead Line (OHL)
Extensive studies have confirmed the need for a new 400kV
transmission connection between Beauly and Peterhead,
connecting into substation sites near Blackhillock and New Deer.

This connection will be provided via an Overhead Line OHL
approximately 180km in length and consisting of steel lattice
towers (commonly referred to as pylons) likely to average
around 56m in height. The proposed 400kV OHL between
Beauly, Blackhiliock, New Deer and Peterhead forms part of the
Accelerated Strategic Transmission Investment (ASTI) projects.

The new 400kV OHL, will connect into the proposed
new 400KV substations at Beauly, in the Highlands,
Blackhillock in Moray, New Deer 2 and Netherton,
near Peterhead in Aberdeenshire. Each substation
will connect to the existing 400KV substations in
each of the areas.

New Deer 2 400kV substation i
This consultation is related to our New Deer 2 et s
substation. The project will involve construction

©of a new outdoor, 400kV Air Insulated Switchgear

(AIS) substation located East of Turriff and South of

Cuminestown, 3km from the existing New Deer s
substation. The current proposed substation B
footprint is approximately 700m by 375m Sy

With provision to enable future renewable energy oot

generation to connect to the transmission network,
New Deer 2 400kV substation will connect to the

Beauly to Peterhead 400kV OHL and to the existing
New Deer substation via underground cable (UGC).

Naming the substation

Feedback from our consultation indicated that stakeholders felt the name of the substation should be more
relevant to the area in which it s located. Now that a proposed site has been selected, we are changing the
name of New Deer 2 substation to Greens substation.

ing forward within this booklet, for the next consultation and submission of our planning application,

the name will be formally changed to Greens substation.

Why this site?

» Fewer environmental constraints.

s Scottish & Southen
e Sufficient size to support

A Iandscaping and biodiversity
= net gain improvernents.

Locality in relation to main
access routes.
Connectivity for existing

i and proposed

infrastructure and local services.

Sufficient size to house all
proposed infrastructure works.

Supports the construction
requirements (including

Iaydown and compound) without
the need to extend beyond

the boundary.

Legend

[ Pl sk e
N veehr C 180 by - 1390 b
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The Town and

Country

Planning process

The legislation that enables the planning of projects like Greens 400kV substation,
is the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997.

Engaging the right people

We will be applying for planning permission for the Greens
400KV Substation through an application under the Town
and Country Planning (Scotiand) Act 1997.

The proposed substation project is categorised as ‘National
Development' under the terms of National Planning
Framework 4 (NPF4) and the Town and Country Planning
(Hierarchy of Developments) {Scotland) Regulations 2009,
meaning pre-application consultation is required in the
manner prescribed in The Town and Country Planning
(Development Management Procedure) (Scotland)
Regulations 2013 (As Amended)

The application would also need to be

be reduced or rationalised as the development proposal
becomes finatsed. The PAN siso provded detait of
relevant parties the PAN was sent to in accordance with
the statutory requirements, and highlighted our plans for
publicity for the events and the project website.

There is a requirement to hold two events to provide

the opportunity for members of the public to comment
on the proposals. This booklet relates to the first public
events. A second set of events will be held in May 2024

st which feedback will be given on the views obtained at
the first events. There will also be a further opportunity for
comment during this second event.

Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Report. We wil be
submitting an EIA Scoping Report to Angus Council soon
which, in collaboration with statutory and non-statutory
consultees, wil determine the scope of issues that must be
considered in the EIA Report.

The pre-application consultation process
AProposal of Application Notice (PAN) was submitted to
Aberdeenshire Council on 30 January 2024, notifying the
Council of the dates and venues of the first and second
public pre-application consultation events.

With the PAN, we also submitted a plan identifying the
potential land to be developed. The red line b:maary
shown on this plan represents the maximum extent
the land included in the application site, but this area may

the i icati
The current project programme anticipates that the
planning application will be submitted to Aberdeenshire
Council in Autumn 2024. This will include the EIA Report,
other standalone reports, forms, and drawings.

Summaries of representations will also be included
in a Pre-application Consultation Report, alongside

the detais required by Regulation 7 of the Town and
Country Pianning (Development Management Procedure)
(Scotland) Reguiations 2013 (As Amended)

Note that comments made through the pre-application
consultation process are not formal representations to
Aberdeenshire Council. When the planning application
is submitted there will be an opportunity to make formal
representations to Aberdeenshire Council

Project timeline

~ Undenshe Emironmental Surveys t nform the Sie Selecton Report

=0 2022
[E] }—o  Svimtstonopions sessmart:
N/

N 2023
| o + Substtion cptions refinement Early 2023
|%‘]/' + Public consultation event: Spring 2023

+ Initiste Environmental Impact Assessment.

2024
+ Public consultation: Spring and Summer 2024
- Land negotiations
/' + Complete Enviranmental Impa{tAssEssmem
+ Environmental Impact Assessment Scoj
~ Towmand Country Planring Appication subrission Autumn 2024

2025
—O + Planning Decision(s) Received
“-a,,\\ + If Planning Consent granted start discharge of Planning Conditions.
ay 2026
g'"), + Complete discharge of Planning Conditions: Spring 2021
e o/ + Commence Construction

2027

%55/! + Construction works ongoing.
o 202

- Construction warks angoing.

\ 2
| \0\‘ —O -+ Construction complete: Early 2029

\\_—/j + Commissioning works: Complete Stage 1 and 2

Kw\—o 2030
&

/. - Complete finsl OHL commissioning works.

Finding common ground
with landowners

We recognise that landowners and occupiers are key stakeholders in the development
of our projects. At all levels, we will be transparent about our proposals and keep the
conversation open and constructive when it comes to those affected and reaching

effective compromise.

From the outset of the project, our land team have been
identifying and contacting landowners and occupiers
may be affected by our proposals.

If you are 3 landowner who is affected by the proposais
and have not yet had contact from us, please get in
touch via the contact details for the dedicated project
Land Managers found on the relevant webpages
ssen-transmission.co.uk/greens

We work with landowners and occupiers to mitigate

the effects of our infrastructure on their properties and
our team of Land Managers will be on hand to answer
queries and address concerns throughout this process.

As part of this, we need to carry out various engineering
and environmental surveys to inform what we design
and how we buid it.

We wil siways seek consent from affected landowners
and occupiers in advance for these surveys.

Once we have finalised the design, we will be required to
secure the appropriate land rights from landowners and
‘occupiers in order to secure planning consent.

Our Land Managers will endeavour to reach a voluntary
agreement with landowners and occupiers, however, as 3
statutory undertaker, we might need to underpin voluntary
discussions with an application to Scottish Ministers for a
Necessary Wayleave or Compulsory Purchase Order.

Uttimtely this is to ensure nationally significant
infrastructure projects are delivered on time and in line
with our licence obligations. We also have a duty to
protect the interests of the UK bill payer.

Statutory powers are not used lightly s we aim to work
with landowners and occupiers £o secure the necessary
tand rights voluntarily.

All potentiaily affected landowners and occupiers have
the opportunity to provide feedback at our in-person
consultation events and by submitting a feedback form.

We would encourage all those with an interest to submit
their views through this consultation.

Other projects
in the local area

As the transmission operator in the north of Scotland, we need to maintain and invest
in the high voltage electricity transmission network in our area to provide a safe and

reliable electricity supply to our communities.

We also need to offer terms for connections ta the
transmission netwark for new generation such as
wind farms and pumped storage schemes and for
mew sources of electricity demand,

Our relevant Pathway to 201

Proposals for the Beauly to

Natherton Hub (Peterhead)

ive studies have confirmed the need o develop a second
400KV and 132KV substation at Peterhead, which & being
developed at Nethenton Hub near Longside. A further high

Therefore, as well as Greens substation, we have a number
Of Sther projects within the local ares we are currenty
progressing, descriced below.

Rothienorman 400kV substation

We have canstructed a new 400/275KY.
substation adjacent o an existing transmission
)

voltage d } link s Peterhead
and South Humber, which will double the export capacity of the
existing scheme aiready in development between Peterhead
and Yorkshire.

This adsditional HVDC link is interconnected with the HVDC
link between Spittal and Peterhead resunmq in a direct current
oc) kto aliow for the high capaci

cffshote connections required to deliver Uk anc Scovich
Govemnment targets,

An area of 120 hectares i ilitate the

o
e e
oyt expected to conclude in spnng 2024

The substation is required to allow increased
‘generation capacity sCcess to the ransmission
system, while: keeping the network fully

rable and compliant with all necessary
technical standards. Without these necessary

all generation cannections

project, with the aim to keep all elements of the project within
the one site to help minimise the impact to the local communty:

ocal renewable developments

nat
addresses this issue and in efiect increases the
networks efficiency and capability. Power sharing
across these circuits becomes mare important
s generation load increases on the system

‘We know that local stskeholders are keen 1o understand the full extant of renewable developments being
proposed in their local area. AppIiCations 10 CONNECt to the transmission network in our license area, ars mads.
National Grid ESO and undergo alangthy process of assessment befors we begin to develop a network e

r those develop

We aim to

to connect to our network but are nat

Tt e dev?lnunems until they are in the public domain

& list of projects that hold contracts for Transmission Entry Capacity (TEC) with National Grid, the E\e:m:lry System

Owner & available from their website:
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Development

considerations

During our last consultation, we outlined many of the engineering, environmental
and social considerations we take account of when establishing a practical site for
the substation. Now that we have identified a proposed site, we are able to share
further details regarding many of our development considerations.

Size

The layout of the substation has been developed as an Air

Insulated Swll:hgear wsy suhs\‘ztmn The AIS equipment
1 be

Traffic
The overall access to the site is proposed to be from
the E1970, wih sunvey an design works ongoing to

rsists of b Public Road required
i 5 used 5 marsrt s comirl the electricity supply.  to o faciiate the.
The substation platform size is approximately The construction of the proposed development will
700m x 375m and has to deliver plant.

workers to the site

number of bays required for the intal connections
atthe for

An appropriate Construction Traffic Management

A control building will be required on
equipment required to operate the substation lncludlng

Plan would loped to ensure road safety for
w other road users dunrlg me construction works

control panels. The nuumng wil be
approximate overall height of 14 5m.

Landscape and Visual

“There are no National Parks, National Scenic Areas or
Wildland Areas in proximity to the Site. The nearest
Garden and Designed Landscape is Hatton Castle,
Which lies approximately 4km to the west.

i s catc i i i s S Wl H-u

and contained to the west by o el Fovasy,

It would be visible for the residential receptors across
the valley to the east. Due to distance from the existing

ll abnormsl loads and
vemae movements.

Connections

Greens 400KV substation allows future offshore and
onshore renewable generation to connect to the
reinforced electricity network

The location of Greens 400KV substation enables
connections .mo me sumnm via the north, with the
Beauly to Peter rhead connection into the
substation via OHL Greans 400K/ substaton wil connect
10 the existing New Deer substation via Underground
Cable and exit the site via the south

substation, the development is likely to extend the Noise

presence of infrastructure in the local Iandscape. vme«e Construction noise is considered to be short term
this type of isnot and rough the
key characteristics. implementation of a noise management plan, which

A detailed landscape and visuai assessment will be carried

out as part of the EIA to understand how the proposed
viewed within

5 entty sny sgrificant efecs and propose mitigation

measures in response

Indicative landscape and visual mitigation measures.
such as landscape bunds and planting are shown on
the layout plan and 3D visualisations that form part
of this consultation process.

would include working hours agreed with
Aberdeenshire Council

Baseline noise monitoring surveys wil be undertaken at
noise sensitive receptors within the vicinity of the site to
inform an operational noise assessment.

Appropriate mitigation measures will be considered
dependent on the results of the assessment.

Summary of environmental
considerations

Summary of water environment and soils
The site is located to the west of Burn of Greens and
Little Water/Black Burn. There are numerous Private
Water Supplies (PWS) within 1km of the site, with

some located within the site itself.

Where PWS' are identified, further

Summary of terrestrial ecology

and ornithology

The site has been surveyed to identify habitats, protected
species and birds. A Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) condition
assessment was also undertaken concurrently with the
habitat survey which allows the biodiversity units of the

potentially impacted PWS will be undertaken and
appropriate protection/mitigation measures implemented,

The site lies within a Drinking Water Protected Area
for groundwater.

A heavily modified ditch is present centrally within

nd discussions have taken place with SEPA
regarding the diversion of this feature to accommodate
the development

Detailed design of this diversion will be identified as part of
the application proposals however, an indicative diversion
route is shown on the layout plan which supports this
consultation process.

A Flood Risk Assessment and Drainage Impact Assessment
will be prepared to support the planning application

and inform the detailed design of the Sustainable Urban
Drainage System (SuDS) drainage strategy for the site
however, an indicative SuDS strategy has been identified
and is llustrated in the drainage layout drawings that
support this consultation process.

A Site Water Management Plan will be deveioped to
manage potential risks to the water environment
during construction.

site to The site which allows for the current
biodiversity units does not lie within or close to any sites
designated for nature conservation.

Field signs of badger foraging and commuting activity

uch as prints, latrines and snuffle holes were recorded
within the site and subsequent ecological monitoring and
survey has identified the presence of active badger setts
No conclusive signs of ther protected and/or notable
species were records

Breeding bird surveys indicated that the site and

suitable foraging habitat for overwintering waterfowl.

Landscape and Habitat Management Plan (or equivalent)
will be prepared to support the planning application and
the project will also target the delivery of a minimum
of 10% BNG across the application site (see separate
BNG sections for more details on SSEN Transmission's
commitment to the delivery of BNG)

Summary of forestry

The site does not lie within or close to any areas of Ancient
Woodland and is not affected by any commercially viable
plantations. The northern and western boundaries of the
site are bounded by spruce woodiand areas whist sections
of linear hedgerow are present within the site.

Itis anticipated that some of these features will be lost as
part of the development, and further detailed investigation
will be required establish the extent of any removal, with
any loss appropriately compensated for by equivalent

{or greater) areas of new tree/hedgerow planting.

AWoodiand Management Plan will be prepared and
issued to support the planning application.

Cultural heritage
There are no wma Henwge Sites, Scheduled
Monuments, Inventory Gardens and Designed
Landscapes, Invenu:ry Battlefields or
Conservation Areas within 3km of the Site.

An appraisal including a walkover survey of
the site and its surrounding area has been
undertaken to understand the potential effects.
on the historic environment. Within the site
there is a single recorded undesignated asset
~ fig and furrow earthworks.

This feature is a mnnnuzncn from the field
adjacent.
unrecogmsaﬁe ot likely due to the
significant ploughing of the field. The fields are
a mixture of arable/pasture with evidence of
intensive ploughing. reducing the potential for
any surviving subsurface archaeclogy.

Consultation will be carried out with
Aberdeenshire Council as part of the planning
application process to identify any on-site
archaeological investigation that would be
required before construction works commence.

If required a Written Scheme of Investigation
wouid be prepared which would set out a strategy
for archaeological mitigation in advance of the
construction works.
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3D visualisations

We understand that local stakeholders need to be able to visualise what
the development may look like in their local area.

We've commissioned 3D visualisations
which model the substation into the
local landscape to help understanding
of the proposals in terms of the visual
impact, distance and height

The following are some images taken
from the 3D model created for the
Greens substation.

Afiythrough video is also available
t0 view from the project webpage
or via the QR code at the bottom
of this page.

3D image of Greens Substation and access
road crossing the Bumns of Green

The layout and colour of our
proposals may change based on
feedback and further refinement

of the design, if that happens, we'll
update our model and video and
share this on our webpage and with
you at the next event

Photomontages
Photomontage visualisations will
also be produced as part of the
Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA). Once the EIA is completed,
el ensure these photomontages
are easily available o view.

D Image looking north east at ground
level over Greens Substation

Find out more

Scan the QR code with your

smartphone to view on the

project website. 3D image of Greens Substation looking
southwest from Middiehill

Notes

Delivering a positive
environmental legacy

On every project we deliver, we always need to consider how we impact the environment in
that area. As we enhance the transmission network in the North East of Scotland, we have a
responsibility to design and build our projects to protect and enhance the environment.

We wil always look to minimise the potential s f
our activities and achieve Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG).
As the first developer to consult upon and implement an

“greener grid", focusing on habitat restoration and creating
biodiversity growth as we invest in our network We are
1 G il sites

project h the development process,
we vl actively seek ways to avoid and minimise impacts on
biodiversity, through careful routeing and site design to avoid
impacting areas of highest biodiversity value.

Where avoidance is not possible, we will offset this by
introducing new habitats along with restoration efforts.
g

% Biodwersity N
gaining consent going forward. This ensures that we don't
just restore our natural habitats but actively improve them for
the benefit of local communities, wildiife, flora and fauna.

During the development, construction and operation of
our projects. we will leave the environment in a measurably
better state than before development started, ensuring a
positive environmental legacy at all our sites.

within the boundary of
development site, or by providing support to local
groups involved with habitat restoration or creation
projects, within the locale of the development site.

This ensures that we don't just restore our natural
habitats but actively improve them for the benefit of
local communities, wildiie, flora and fauna.

f there are biodiversity improvement projects in your local area that we could get involved with, please contact

the Community Lisison Manager.

Example projects

Argyll Coast and Countryside Trust (ACT)

Argyll's rainforest is a unique and rare habitat of ancient
and native woodland. This collaboration with ACT will
help deliver SSEN Transmission's compensatory tree
planting and BNG commitments in ArgylL it aiso aligns
with ACT's woodland planting ambitions, supporting its
charitable objectives including biodiversity gain, health
and wellbeing. improvement for local people, autdoor
leaming opportunities and climate change workshops.

Thurso South substation and

The Bumblebee Conservation Trust

We created approximately 10 hectares of bee-friendly
habitat to support the pollination of the rare endemic
great yellow bumblebee

This contributed to wider conservation efforts for this
bee species. A collaboration with The Bumblebee
Conservation Trust faciltated research on food availability
for bumblebees, identifying the need for a diverse seed
mix containing key flowering species to enhance early.
main and late food supply to support the full ifecycle

of bumblebees.

Notes

Argyll Coast and Count:

Thurso South substation and
‘The Bumblebee Conservation Trust

7
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Have your say

We value community and stakeholder feedback. Without this, we would
be unable to progress projects and reach a balanced proposal.

Your feedback

Thank you for taking the time to read this consultation booklet. In order to record your
views and improve the effectiveness of our consultation, please complete this short
feedback form

The feedback
We will accept feedback fram now until 11 April 2024,

How to provide feedback

Submit your feedback online by scanning the OR code
on this page or ia the form on our project webpage at:
ssen-transmission.co.uk/greens

Email the feedback form to the Community Lisison
Manager Or write to us enclosing the feedback form
at the back of this booklst.

What we're seeking views on

During our last public consultation event in March 2023,

we wanted 15 know your thoughts on the substation sites
under consideration and if you agreed with the one we'd
identified as best

Mow that we have taken forward 2 proposed site, we want
you to share your thoughts and opinions on our plans,
where you think we can make improvements, concerns.
about the impact of our work and what you think of any
changes and refinements weve made.

Well be actively looking to mitigate the impacts of the
site as much as possible over the coming manths, but

it would be helpful to understand what you believe we
should be doing to help minimise these impacts and if
ther are any opporunities to deliver a local community
benefit you would like us to consider. We encoursge all
interested community members to fllin a feedback form
when submitting feedback, however if you prefer, you can
email us to provide your feedback or ask any questions.

Recite®

Te support everyone online, we provide sccessibiliy
and language options on our website through ‘Recite
Me' The accessibility and language support options
provided by ‘Recite M’ include text-to-speech
Functionaity, fully customisable styling festures,
reading aids, and a transiation ool with over 100
languages, including 35 text-to-speech

Please select “Accessibility” on our website to try out
our inclusive taolbar

‘Our Community Liaison Team

Each project has a dedicated Community Liaison Manager
wha warks closely with community members to make
sure they are well Informed of GUr Proposals and that their
wiews, concerms, questions of suggestions are put to our Qi
project teams

Througheut the life of our projects, you will hear

from us regularly. We aim to establish strong working
ips by being key

such as community councils, residents’ associations

and development trusts, and reqularly engage with

interested individuals.

‘Community Liaison Manager

Rob Whytock
Community Lisison Manager

SSEN Tiansmission,
200 Dunkeld Road, Q2.
Perth, DH1 3CH

T: 07721 404576 =
E: robwhytock@isse com Lk :

Additional information
The best way tc keep up to date
s to sign up to project updates
wia the project webpage:
ssen-transmission.co.uk/greens

You can also follow us
on social media

@ SSEN-Transmission Q3.
SSETransmission

Please complete in BLOCK CAPITALS. {Please tick one box per question orly)

Now that we have shared updated design plans for this s there anything you'd
like to bring to our attention that you believe we may not have already considered
during project development?

Comments:

Are there any environmental features, that you consider important and should be
brought to the attention of the project team?

Comments:

What suggestions for social or benefit
have that you would like us to consider or are there any local
us to support?

doyou
iatives you would like

Comments:
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Q4. Is there anything regarding the Greens substation project that you feel you
require more information about? If so, please detail below.

Comments:

Full name

Address

Telephone
Email

I you would like your comments to remain anonymous please tick this box.

We would Bke to send you relevant communications via amail such as invitations to staksholdar events, surveys, updates on progacts, senvices
and future developments from the Scottish and Southemn Electricity Networks group listed below. I you are happy to receive email updates
pl=ase opt in by ticking the box below. You can unsubscribe at any trme by contacting us at stakeholder.admin@sse.com or by clicking on the
unsubscribe link that will be at the and of esch of cur emails

For information on how we collect and process your data please see cur privacy notice available at today’s event. This can also be obtained
onlne at ssen-transmission. co.ukl privacy

If you would like to be kept informed of prograss on the project please tick this box.

Thank you for taking the time to complete this feedback form. Please submit your completed form by one of the methods below:
Post: S5EN Transmission, 200 Dunkeld Road, Perth, PH13GH  Emal: robowhytock@sse.com

Onlline: ssen-transmission.co.ukigres=ns

Dowmnload: Cormments forms and all the information from today’s event will also be available to download from the project website

The feadback foern and all information provided in this bookdst can also be downloaded from the dedicated website:
EM—WHWEHMCD.WQMHS

We intend to use Artificial intelligence [A]) to assist owr experienced teams in the analysis of your feedback, so we can categorise key points rased
more quickly. You can leam more about how we're utfising Al at S5en-trAMSMIssIoN.Co.uk/AIFAC

Any informartion gieen on the feedback form can be used and published ancnymously as part of Scottish and Southem Electricity Networks
consultation report. By completing this femdback form you consent to Scottish and Southern Electricity Metworks using feedback for this purpose

Scottish and Southern Electricity Networks is a trading name of: Scottish and Southem Energy Power Distribution Limited Registered in Scotland
Mo SCZH3458; Scottish Hydro Electric Trarsmission plc Aegistered in Scotland Mo, SC213461; Scottish Hydra Elsctric Power Distribution plc
Registered in Scotland Mo, SC213460; {all having their Registered Offices at Inveralmond House 200 Dunkeld Road Perth PH1 3A0% and Southern
Electric Power Distribution pic Registered in England B Wales Mo 04054250 having its Registered Office at Mumber One Forbury Place, 43
Forbury Road, Reading, Bercshire, RG1 31H which are members of the 55E Group.
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Feedback event

We are pleased to be hosting a second public Pre-Application
Consultation (PAC) event on our proposed Greens 400kV substation
(previously known as New Deer 2), following our initial eventin
February 2024 and feedback period which closed on 11 April 2024.

We are holding this event to present our proposed design for
planning submission, following feedback received from the first PAC
event and ongoing design developments. We will also present our
responses to feedback received as part of the statutory consultation,
which is required for major and national planning applications.

To enable the growth in renewable developments
needed to facilitate the country’s drive towards

net zero, investment in our network infrastructure
across the north of Scotland is required to connect
this power and transport it to areas of demand.

Asg part of this investment, a new 400k substation is
required near to the existing New Deer 275k substation.
This new substation will connect into the new proposed
Eeauly - Blackhillock - Mew Deer - Peterhead overhead line.

During our face-to-face drop-in events you will

be able to view our proposals and submit questions
and comments to the project team. Further details
will be available on the project website.

The events will be held in the following dates, times and locations:

Tuesday 21 May, 2—7pm Thursday 23 May, 2—7pm

LEE
Y

Cuminestown Community Hall, Main 5t, New Deer Public Hall, Fordyce Terrace,

Cuminestown, ABS3 5YJ Mew Deer, ABS3 6WE

If you have any questions, pl do not hasitet Find cut more and

to contact our Community Liaison Manager:

Rob Whytock Tek +44 7721 404 576
200 DUNKEId RoaD, PErth PHLIGH  EMAIL Fobwhybock g1552.0am
@ @ssentrarsmission ® @SSETrnsmisskon

register for project updates,

visit the project website

by scanning the QR code,

or use the following URL:
ssen-transmission.co.uk/greens
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Feedback event

We are pleased to be hosting a second public Pre-Application Consultation (PAC)
event on our proposed Greens 400kV substation (previously known as New Deer 2),
following our initial event in February 2024 and feedback period which closed on 11 April 2024.

We are holding this event to present our proposed design for planning

submission, following feedback received from the first PAC event and ongoing

design developments. We will also present our responses to feedback received as part

of the statutory consultation, which is required for major and national planning applications.

To enable the growth in renewable developments needed to facilitate the country's
drive towards net zero, investment in our network infrastructure across the north
of Scotland is required to connect this power and transport it to areas of demand.

As part of this investment, a new 400kV substation is required near to the
existing New Deer 275kV substation. This new substation will connect into
the new proposed Beauly - Blackhillock - New Deer - Peterhead overhead line.

During our face-to-face drop-in events you will be able to view our proposals and submit
questions and comments to the project team. Further details will be available on the project website.

The events will be held in the following dates, times and locations:

Tuesday 21 May, 2—-7pm Thursday 23 May, 2—7pm .
Cuminestown Community Hall, New Deer Public Hall, e b
Main St, Cuminestown, AB53 5YJ  Fordyce Terrace, New Deer, AB53 6WE More information overleaf. ;(')} A
TN Y-
toderbe
e Ly
Overhead Line

The Greens 400kV substation will connect to our proposed
new 400kV overhead line between Blackhillock and Peterhead.
During this event we will also share potential alignments for
the overhead line and will seek your views on these. To find
out more and view the other locations we'll be consulting

on the overhead line at, visit ssen-transmission.co.uk/bbnp

Cuminestown

EeaLly e o e e Peterhead

Inverness Blackhillock New
Deer

Aberdeen o

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate
to contact our Community Liaison Manager:

To find out more and register for project
updates, visit the project website by scanning
the QR code, or use the following URL:

@SSETransmission ssen-transmission.co.uk/greens
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Greens 400kV Substation

Feedback event

We are pleased to be hosting a second public Pre-Application
Consultation (PAC) event on our proposed Greens 400kV substation
(previously known as New Deer 2), following our initial event in
February 2024 and feedback period which closed on 11 April 2024.

We are holding this event to present our proposed design for
planning submission, following feedback received from the first PAC
event and ongoing design developments. We will also present our
responses to feedback received as part of the statutory consultation,
which is required for major and national planning applications.

To enable the growth in renewable developments
needed to facilitate the country’s drive towards

net zero, investment in our network infrastructure
across the north of Scotland is required to connect
this power and transport it to areas of demand.

As part of this investment, a new 400kV substation is
required near to the existing New Deer 275kV substation.
This new substation will connect into the new proposed
Beauly - Blackhillock - New Deer - Peterhead overhead line.

During our face-to-face drop-in events you will

be able to view our proposals and submit questions
and comments to the project team. Further details
will be available on the project website.

The events will be held in the following dates, times and locations:

Tuesday 21 May, 2—7pm Thursday 23 May, 2—7pm
Cuminestown Community Hall, Main St, New Deer Public Hall, Fordyce Terrace,
Cumi n, AB53 5YJ E

Find out more and
register for project updates,
visit the project website

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate
to contact our Community Liaison Manager:

Rob Whytock Tel: +44 7721 404 576 b ha the OR cod
200 Dunkeld Road, Perth PH1 3GH  Emall: rob.whytock@sse.com y scanning the QR code,

. . or use the following URL:
T T (X) @SsETansmission ssen-transmission.co.uk/greens

Greens 400kV Substation, Land at Mains of Greens, Cuminestown, Turriff, Aberdeenshire, AB53 5YQ

Pre-Application Consultation Report

Page 47
October 2024



Scottish & Southern
Electricity Networks

TRANSMISSION

Appendix K: Greens 400kV Substation May 2024 Public Consultation PAC 2 Booklet

Greens 400kV Substation, Land at Mains of Greens, Cuminestown, Turriff, Aberdeenshire, AB53 5YQ
Page 48
Pre-Application Consultation Report October 2024



Scottish & Southern
Electricity Networks

TRANSMISSION

Scottish & Southern
Electricity Networks

TRANSMISSION

Greens (New Deer 2)
Substation

Pre-Application Consultation

May 2024

ssen-transmission.co.uk/greens
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Greens (New Deer 2) Substation Pre-Application Consultation

Contents

Powering change together 1 Greens feedback 10

The Pathway to 2030 2 3D visualisations. 15

The story so far 4 Layout proposals 16

Project overview 6 Project timeline 18

The substation site 7 Have your say 19

What else will the development consist of 8 Notes 20
The ltati will be taking place on:

Tuesday 21 May - Cuminestown Community Hall 2pm - 7pm

Thursday 23 May - New Deer Public Hall 2pm - 7pm

Greens (New Deer 2) Substation Pre-Application Consultation

The Pathway to 2030

Buil

ing the energy system of the future will require delivery of significant infrastructure

over the next few years. In partnership with the UK and Scottish governments, we're
committed to meeting our obligation of connecting new, renewable energy to where it's

needed by 2030.

Achieving net zero

By 2030, both the UK and Scottish governments are
targeting a big expansion in offshore wind generation of
SOGW and 11GW respectively. The Scottish Government
has also setambitious targets for an additional 12GW of
anshore wind by 2030.

Across Great Britain, including the north of Scotiand, there
needs to be a significant increase in the capacity of the
cnshore slectricity transmission infrastructure to deliver
these 2030 targets and 2 pathway to net zero.

Securing our energy future

And it's not just about net zero. It's also about building a
‘egrown energy system. 5o that geopalitical turmail

arcund the world dossmt seversly impact the UK and push

up energy prices.

The UK Govermment's British Eneray Security Stratagy
further underlines the nead for this infrastructure, satting
cut plans to accelerate homegrown power for greater
energy independence The strategy aims to reduce

the UK's depandence on and price exposure to global
gas whelesale markets through the deployment of

hom low carbon electricity generation supported
by robust electricity network infrastructure.

Meeting our 2030 targets

In July 2022, National Grid, the Electricity System Operator

(ESQH, published the Pathway to 2030 Holistic Network
HND]

Desgn
This set out the blueprint for the onshore and offshore

transmission infrastructure that's required to suppart
the foracasted growth in the UK's renewable electriciy.

It's an ambitious plan that will help the UK achieve
et zero.

What does this mean for your area?
The HND confirmed the requirement for an anshore
400KV connection from Beauly to Blackhillock to
New Deer and on to Peterhesd.

“This will enable the significant power transfer capability
nesded to take power from large scale ranewakls
‘generation connecting from the Westem Isles and from
connections north of Beauly to the east at Peterhead and
then transport this power to where itis required

Additional substations are proposed near Blackhillock and
New Deer, as connection points along the new cverhead
line: These are needed ts pick up power from additional
large scale anshore and offshore low carbon renewable
‘generation for transportation to demand centres.

These projects have been highlighted as critical to
delivering the UK and Scottish Government's targets, with
the development of them sccelerated to meet the target
dates of energisation by 2030

Future network

mitting
ieve these targ
low carb ctricity ration and the enabiir
dectr work infrastructure will

be require

The next stage of strategic network planning
across Great Britain has now been outiined in th

prc ry by 2035,
mbined represent a potential estimated
investment of over £5bn for SSEN Trans: n.

Greens (New Deer 2) Substation Pre-Application Consultation

Powering
change together

The time has come to further enhance Scotland’s energy
infrastructure, providing power for future generations as
Wwe move towards net zero.

The shift to a cleaner, more sustainable future is about more than climate
change It's about ensuring future generations have the same opportunities
1o thrive as we have all had.

Countries around the world are investing in their energy infrastructure to
support the demands of modern economies and meet net zero targets.
The UK is leading the way in buiiding a modern, sustainable energy system
for the future.

We all have a part to play Who we are

When it comes o net zero, we have to be in it together. We're responsible for maintaining and investing in the
The UK and Scottish goverments have ambitious net electricity transmission network in the north of Scotland.
zero targets, and we're playing our part in meeting them.  We're part of SSE pic, one of the world's leading energy

companies with a fich heritage in Scotland that dates
We work closely with Nationai Grid Electricity System back more than 80 years. We are also closely regulated
Operator to connect vast renewable energy resources — by the G8 energy regulator Ofgem, who determines how
hamessed by solar, wind, hydro and marine generation —  much revenue we are allowed to eam for constructing,
to areas of demand across the country. Scotland s playing  maintaining. and renovating our transmission network.

2 big role in meeting this demand, exporting two thirds of

power generated in our networl What we do

" We manage the electricity network across our region
But thera's more to be done. By 2050, the north of =570 7 “FE R PR S B O SR

Scotland is predicted to contribute over S0Giga  om¢ of the country's most challenging terrain.

Watts (GW) of low carbon energy to help deliver /e connect renewable energy sources to our network

net zero. Today, our region has around SGW of  n the north of Scotland and then transport it to where

renewable generation connected to the network. it needs to be. From underground subsea cables and
overhead lines to electricity substations, our network

At SSEN Transmission, it is our role to build the energy keeps your lights on all year round.

system of the future.

Rl Working with you

We're investing £20 billion into our region's WA e i e i impact

energy infrastructure this decade, PoWering more  on our host communities. So, we're committed to

than ten million UK homes and 20,000 minimising our impacts and maximising all the benefits

jobs, 9,000 of which will be hera in Scotiand. that our developments can bring to your area

We're regularly assessed by global sustainability
consultancy AccountAbilty for how we engage with
communities. That means we provide all the information
you need to know about our plans and how they wil
impact communities like yours. We want to hear people’s
views, concems, or ideas and hamess local knowledge so
that our work benefits their communities: today and long
into the future. You can share your views with us at

Find out more
Scan the QR code with your

smartphone to find out more
about how these policies have
been assessed and determined.

Greens (New Deer 2) Substation Pre-Application Consultation
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The story so far

Mar 23 Jun ‘23 Mid ‘23

Greens (New Deer 2) Substation Pre-Application Consultation

Dec 23 Jan ‘24 Feb 24

H—E—E)

We Iniroduced s project to " o and
the puBiic by consulting on six perioa closed on 30 June 3utumn we carmled out a range

sultable sies which had been with over 70 responses. of stakenolder meetngs, Bstening
fefined from 14 inaial locations. 10 loca¥sed concers and igeas and

awenng any haher uestons,

Help shape our plans

The work we have planned s significant and has
the potential to deliver massive benefits in your
community, Scotiand, and beyond. Yet we know
that achieving our goals will require a lot of work
that will impact your fives. That's why we want to
work with you every step of the way throughout
the planning and delivery stages of these essential
and ambitious works.

We e committed to delivering a meaningful

tion process that actively seeks the views
ofcveryone afected by ou plan. That means
making our plans clear and easly accessible, so
that you can give us input throughout each stage
of the development process.

Throughout the consultation, we'll present our
approach to developing the project, including
changes made since we last consulted with you
We will also provide some visualisations and maj
10 show you where everything will be located and
1o allow you to see what the proposed substation
will look like. These vl all also be available to
view and downioad from our project website.

Who we are consulting with

As well as communities, we are keen to
hear feedback from a broad range of other
stakeholders including but not limited to
landowmers, businesses, non-statutory
consultees, and statutory consultees such
as local authorities, NatureScot, Scottish
Environment Protection Agency (SEPA)
Historic Environment Scotiand (HES) and
Scottish Forestry.

Greens (New Deer 2) Substation Pre-Application Consultation

Project overview

We're leading some exciting projects to power change in the UK and Scotland.
To support the delivery of 2030 offshore wind targets set by the UK and Scottish
Governments, and to power local communities, we need to upgrade our existing
network. In some key areas, we need to develop entirely new infrastructure.

Beauly to Blackhillock to New Deer

to Peterhead 400kV Overhead Line (OHL)
Extensive studies have confirmed the need for a new

400KV transmission connection between Besuly and Peterhead,
connecting into substation sites near Blackhiliock and New Deer.

This connection will be provided via an OHL apmox\rn:lely
185km in length and consisting of steel lattice

(commonly referred to s pylons) likely to average around
57m in height. The proposed 400KV OHL between

Beauty, Blackhillock. New Deer and Peterhead forms part
of the Accelerated Strategic Transmission Investment

(ASTI) projects

[T —
The new 400KV OHL will connect into the proposed e Bk s
new 400KV substations at Beauly in the nghlands
Blackhillock in Moray, Greens and Netherton, rx T
Poterhead in Aberdecnshire. Each substation wil Connect
1o the existing 400KV substations in each of the areas,

oundee

Greens 400kV substatlon
This consultation is related to
proposed Greens substation.

The project will involve construction
of a new outdoor 400KV Air
Insulated Switchgear (AIS) substation
located east of Turriff and south of
Cuminestown, 3km from the existing
New Deer substation.

The current proposed substation
footprint is approximately 660m
330m

With provision to enable future
renewabie energy generation to
connect to the transmission network,
Greens 400KV substation will connect
to the Beauly to Peterhead 400kV
OHLand to the existing New

Deer substation via underground
cable (UGC).

Indicative 3D model of Greens
400KV Substation

O—E—E

We then pubiished a Repor on We submitted our Proposal The firs: of wo sequential public
Consutation, confirming our proposed of Application Notice (PAN] on consuitation events rigged by the
Site selection and showing how the opton 30 Jan to Aberdeenshire Council submission of the PAN were heid in
taten forvard to the s sage i been Cuminestown ana New Deer.

Informed by ¢

What we are seeking views on

We want you to share your thoughts and opinions on our
plans. where you think we can make improvements, concerns
about the impact of our work and what you think of the
refinements or changes we've made.

This event is the second of two planned, sequential, public
consultation events following the submission o the Proposal
of Application Notice (PAN). The PAN submission triggered the
inital formal Town and Country Planning (major application)
consuitation process for this site, including the 12-wi
(minimum) pre-application consultation period

Following the initial consultation event, the project team has
sought to ensure that comments or concems raised have
informed, where possibie, the primary considerations for the
designs as they have progressed. This includes substation
Layout design, landscaping enhancement and screening.
Outside of the formsl consultation periods and events, we
have continued to provide a dedicated webpage for the
projects and liaise with 2 wide range of stakeholders to heip
inform the development and design.

We are therefore holding this feedback event to present our
proposed substation design, and set out our responses to
feedback received to date.

By telling us what you think, you wil help shape our proposals.

Ve want to hamess your local knowledge 5o that we spot

ary urforessen challenges ety and marimis the potertal
for your ities. Because,

ulﬂmalely. ‘we want to work with you to ensure that the energy

infrastructure we build wil be the best it can possibly be.

Greens (New Deer 2) Substation ?re-Application Consultation

The substation site

About the site - for Greens Substaion
Following site selection consultation i = <

we advised within our Report on

Consultation that site 13 had been
selected as our proposed site for
the substation ahead of o
Pre-Application Consultation event
earler this year.

The site is located south of

balance of technical, environmental
and cost constraints. Site 13 was the
only option to have no Red' RAG
(Red; Amber; Green) ratings against
our site selection criterion, with Red
representing least preferred

The Summary RAG Ratings table
in our Report on Consultation details
RAG ratings for each site.

Having reviewed and considered the
stakeholde: X, in conjunction
with the results from our detailed site
selection process, there have been

no issues raised that we believe would

the preferred site for the proposed
Greens 400kV Substation

Why the site is considered best
on balance:

« Fewer environmental constraints.
» Sufficient size to support
landscaping and biodiversity
net gain improvements.
+ Good access routes.

» Good connectivity for existing What size is the site?
and proposed OHL infrastructure The substation footprint will be approtimately 660 x 330m (114 Ha)
andlocal services and will consist of:

+ Sufficient size to house all proposed Construction of  new outdoor, Al Insulated Switchgear (AIS)
infrastructure works. 400V substation

+ Suppons the construetion Space provision to allow for connection of future renewable energy
requirements (includi neration projects
laydown and compound) without Aress for drainage, landscaping/screening and habitat enhancement.
e :si:z;““"" beyond Temporary areas will also be required during construction for

taydown and welfare

Provision for the underground cable connection between existing
ew Deer substation and proposed Greens substation.
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What else will the
development consist of?

Drainage

A Drainage Strategy has been prepared that will inform the
Flood Risk Assessment and Drainage Impact Assessment,
that will be submitted as part of the planning application
for the site. An indicative SuDS strategy has been identified
and is illustrated in the drainage layout drawings that
support this consultation process. At this stage it is

d - ‘assumed two permanent SuDS ponds will be required
) within the site boundary

Temporary compounds |]
Temporary censtruction cempounds and laydown areas
will be Iocated at the South-East of the Site 1o UPpOrT the.
construction phase. Discussions have already ken place
with our construction contractor to identify the optimal
locatiens for these. along with their size and access
raqumem?ms Additional working areas wil be utised at

the she, where the terminal towers will be
Localed enabung access for construction work

Substation Buildings

Within the substation boundary there will be a total of 3
buildings. A control building of masimum height 7m, will
be required on site which contains ancillary equipment

required to operste the substation including control panels

and low oltage AC and DI systems. Twe buildings will
also be required for the Synchronous Compensators, with
& marimurn height of 14.5m.

Greens (New Deer 2) Substation Pre-Application Consultation

Greens feedback

Following submission of the PAN in January 2024, the
first of two pre-application consultation events were held
at Cuminestown on 27 February and New Deer on 29
February. There were a total of 275 attendees.

During the B-waek feedback period which closed on 11 April 2024, 87
responses were received specific to this project.

Find out more

Mary of the resporses posed general questions coversd in our Frequently Scan the OR code with
»sked Questions (FAQ) d sddi wﬂy your smartphone to
be . sustainabllicy an ‘access our FAGs.
More these topics and other FAQS can ns

d

We have included event feedback through the PAN and pre-application
process, as well as design feedback, within the following pages They are

Event faodback

Lighting During constnsction, lighting will be switched off when nat in use and overnight
Concems over the extant

be during daytime periods only. During winter

f g
construction and Dpelaucn e e e daylight. lighting will be required to aid construction
were raised, and th activity. A Light Management Plan ‘will be adopted by our contractor to minimise
potential for it to dlsrupl any impacts asscciatad with

residents,

During operation lighting would be installed at the substation but would only be
used in the event of 2 fault during the hours of darkness; during the over-run of
planned works: or when sensor activated as security lighting for nighttime access.

Holistic Overview Alist of projects that hold contracts for Transmission Entry Capacity (TEC) with
Requests were received National Grid, the Electricity System Owner is available from their website:

or &l b ntry

developments connecting

into the substation on one We know that residents are keen to understand the full extent of renewable

map indicating the full developments being proposed in the area.

extent of developer

proposals in the arsa Applications to connect to th in our license ares are made

o National Grid ESO and undergo 3 lengthy process of assessment before we
begin to develop 3 network connection for thosa developments

We aim to be transparent about the renewable developments looking to connect
0 our network but are not permitted to disclase any details of these developments
until they are in the public domain.

Greens (New Deer 2) Substation Pre-Application Consultation

Connections
The substation will connect inta the new Beauly to
Peterhead OHL [ssen-transmission co uk/bbnp), which

will require two terminal towers to be located adjacent
tothe substation platorm, with s dedicated access track
Izading 10 them. The towers will be 3oLt 62m high and
part of 2 separate Section 37 application. An underground
cable (UGC) connection is also requirad between the new
substation and existing substation at New Deer. This UGC
connection will be delivered under permitted development
rights in consultation with the Planning Authority.

Lighting
During :onsml:uor\ lighting \Mll be managed by the
ractor, by @

Lig} Managsmem Plan Gince operationsi 5
that the site will run on a dark site
An operational lighting strategy wil be prepared during

the project refinement phase.

Landscaping and Screening

A Landscape Strategy will be prepared to support the
planning application and inform the landscaping and
‘screening for the site. Indicative landscaping and
screening are illustrated in drawings that support this
consultation process

Biodiversity Net Gain

The project wil als target the delivery of 2 minimum of
10% Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG) acress the application
site. We are commitied to delivering 10% BNG on all sites
gaining consent gaing forward to ensure that we don't
just restore our naturl Rabitats, but sctively improve them
far the benefit of local communities, wildie, flora and
fauna. Existing lands=ape featuras lost bacausa of

the development. will be replaced in line with our 10%
BNG commitment

-

Greens (New Deer 2) Substation Pre-Application Consultation

Event feadbach

Noise and dust We recognise that noise impacts duting construction and operation of cur assets
From construction/ can be a concem to residents.

road traffic was raised

s a concern. A Noise Impact Assessment is curently being prepared to support our planning

application, which will assess the potential Impact from construction and
operational noise and, where necessary propose spproprists mitigation measures
that will be agreed with the Planning Authority.

The Proposed Development would be reguired to meet noise limits set by the
Planning Authority

Appropriate mitigation would be implemented to ensure these limits are met
at all noise sensitive receptors. Noise emitting equipment such as Synchronous.
Compensators will be housed to ensure that noise emissions are at a minimum.

The environmental impact assessment (which will include details on the
round noise monitoring) wil be publicly avaiiable when the appiication is
submitted to the Planning Authority.

A Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP) wil be produced

that will detail the mitigation and management measures required to minimise

environmental impact from the construction phase of the development. The CEMP
which be

formsa throughout the
project

Traffic impacts to residents  We understand that with Large construction projects, increased construction traffic

Concems with traffic safety,  and road condition will often cause cancem. In developing the Greens 400KV

the robustness of existing substation proposals, traffic and road use i a primary consideration for us and our

roads and maintenance contractors

ised alongside

questions regarding our An initial construction traffic routing assessment has been undertaken to establish
the mast for construction traffic travelling to and from the site.

improvement plans. To support this, an Abnormal Loads Assessment report will also be undertaken

for larger aquipment being dalivared to the site. A package of Public Road
Improvements will also be delivered prior to construction to ensure the local roads
are suitable for the construction traffic.

Our Conwactar wil prepare and adapt 3 Canstruction Traffic Management Plan
(CTMP) to ensure
identified and implemented. Tms will include the identification of
widening, junction improvements or repairs that will be req
a defined route is agreed with the council

road
It will slsa ensure

Condition surveys of the public highway will be carried out before works start an
site, and again upon completion. with any defects repaired to ensure the publ
highway is left in no worse state once the works are complete.

In adidition, we recognise the importance of separating canstruction traffic
from the single-track road which is located at the south of the site. Therefore, a
substation specific access road has been proposed for construction traffic and will
be constructed prior to the main substation construction works commencing

Pre-Application Consultation Report
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Greens feedback

Wildlife s currently underway to Construction logistics. Our appointed contractor for the construction of the Greens 400KV Substation
Migrating birds/loss T AT S T ] prme:hed species present on site. Guestions raised regarded is Siemens BAM, who we will be working closely with in the lead up to and
of habitats working hours and proposals  throughout anticipated construction.

Where sensitive habitats and species are present, we will seek to avoid them for the workers who will be

wherever possible, but where unavoidable suitable mitigation measures wil be living/travelling 1o site. Construction working hours will typically be restricted to 0700 to 1900 Monday to

identified and agreed in consultation with the Planning Authority and NatureScot. Friday and 0700 to 1300 on Saturday, with cnly some continuous activities carried

out by exception.

Where mitigation measures are agreed, these will be passed onto the Contractor

in the form of 3 Commitments Register. supported by our own Species Protection Siemens BAM will prepare and adopt a Construction Environmental

Plans and General Environmental Protection Plans, to ensure that the measures are Management Plan (CEMP) to minimise any potential impacts on the

implemented as required. These measures will also form part of the CEMP for the environment during construction.

project

These documents will be approved by the Planning Authority in advance of

Water/Flooding Wia recognise there is a known issue with the Bum of Greens, which is susceptible construction starting and willinclude contact details for the Construction Site
Concems wers raised with 1o floading, however the majority of the site does not suffer from flood risk. Manager, who slongside the Community Liaison Manager will be the main point of
o e AT T contact with the local community during construction.
Mains of Greens, concemns Full Drainage Impact and Flood Risk Assessments (DIA/FRA] are currently being
regarding flooding and undertaken and will be suppam?d bya Dlalnage S(laLegy for the site, which wil. As part of a wider strategy for worker that will require
questions raised regarding nsure that in-off 1o the curment approval frcm the Planning Authority. We are developing standards for worker
AT | AR e e A e e that wil ensure workers and ensure that facilities
{PWS) wil be protected are putin place to cater for their needs and those of our host communities.

The Drainage Strategy, DIA and FRA will form part of the planning application

submission and will be assessed by the Planning Authority and SEPA. Safety Safety is our number ane priority and forms the core of how we operate our

A concern was raised electricity natwork across the north of Scotland.

A full PWS survey has been undertaken of potentially affected PWS in proximity to reganding risk of fire.

site to understand the full impact of the development and any mitigation measures There will be a comprehensive fire risk assessment conducted by our contractor

required to preserve residents PWS provision as part of their CEMP. The substation will be made up of established technologies

with no lithium batteries on sita
Residents within proximity of the site will either have already received a survey or

will receive a letter in g water supplics. Any further strategy for renty being finalised and will be
information on private water supplies should respond to the questionnaires Requests were received for informed hy the Lands(ape anu Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) undertaken as part
previously issued or email the Community Liaison Manager (rob whytock@sse more information regarding  of the EIA.
‘com) with details of their PWS how the site will be screened

form peoples’ views. The current propasals deliver boundary screening in the form of landscape bunds
Ty annm Private Water Supplies’ handout for more and mature landscape planting that seeks to mitigate the visual impact of the
information, av from

development and saften its appearance within the local enviranment In addition,
the colour of buildings located within the development has been selected to
mitigate visual impact.

Our Indicative Landscape Strateqy pian is akso now available to view which shows
the screening plans currently being proposed

Greens (New Deer 2) Pre-) ion Ce i Greens (New Deer 2) Substation Pre-Application Consultation

- -
Greens feedback 3D visualisations
We understand that local stakeholders need to be able to visualise what

the development may look like in their local area.

Community benefit We would like to thank residents for providing their feedback suggesting
Suggestions included: community benefits they would like to see implemented within the local area We've commissioned 3D visualisations
which model the proposed substation
+ Fibre broadband for into the local landscape to help the
Cuminestown We will work with the community to further explore the suggestions being made understanding of the proposals in
+ Equipment for local and would seek to work with the Community Counci to review suggestions and terms of the visual impact. distance.
schools better understand local needs, identifying initiatives that could be developed and height.
+ Upgrades to Cuminestown  during construction i
Hall and playing fields The following are some images taken
« Providing more green We are in the process of establishing a Community Benefit Fund which will enable from the 3D model created for the
spaces for community s to work directly with local communities to support initiatives and help fund Greens (New Deer 2) substation from
in Cuminestown projects that can leave a lasting, positive legacy. We appreciate that as the fund is 3 range of dilferent perspectives.
+ Active travel corridors being developed the information we've been able to share has been limited. More ) §
+ Cycle lanes information will be available later this year. Toget 2 betiar serise'of the propasals 5
in full a visualisation portal including -
Feedback included that In terms of broader community benefits, our Pathway to 2030 projects will boost FOuG) Adeo & alsp arakable (o -
5 5 view from the project webpage and .
there was not enough detail  the economy, support local jobs and businesses. Recent studies show our Pathway S Tt Indicative 3D image of Greens Substation and
currently available on this t0 2030 programme could contribute over £6 billion to the UK's economy, support I o e ing the Bums of Green
and how the funds will be 20,000 jobs across the UK and benefit Scotiand by around £2.5 billion, supporting 10 {5 St OUE ConmElAton
‘events with copies of the model that
R SOUD St Jolas attendees can interact with during
the events.
The layout and colour of our
proposals may change based on
feedback and further refinement
of the design: if that happens, we'll
update our model and video and
share this with you.
Photomontages
Photomontage visualisations will
also be produced as part of t
Environmental Impact Assessment =
(EIA). Once the ElA is completed and Indicative 3D Image looking north east at
submitted s part of our planning ground level over Greens Substation
application, we'll ensure these
photomontages are available to view. =)
Find out more
Scan the OR code with your
st phone In view tUe s Indicative 30 image of Greens Substation
:‘;;‘;,gi‘:‘?e‘g‘:“““""s o looking southwest from Middlehil
" 15
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Layout proposals

Plans available to proj
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Greens (New Deer 2) Substation Pre-Application Consultat

Project timeline

2022
* Substation options assessment: Autumn 2022

2023

« Substation options refinement- Early 2023
+ Public consultation event: Spring 2023

+ Initiste Environmental Impact Assessment

? Public consutation: Spring and summer 2024
Land negotiati

Complets Emvironmental Impact Assessment

Environments Impact Assessment Scoping

* Undertake environmental surveys to inform the site selection report

2024 R e |

Town and Country g Applic:

2025

+ Planning decisionis) receved

2026

+ Commence construction

2027
+ Construction works angoing

2028
- Construction works ongoing

2029
+ Construction complete: Early 2029
- Commissioning works: Complets Stage Land 2

2030
+ Complate final OHL commissianing warks

- If planning consent granted star: discharge of planning corditions

+ Complete discharge of planning conditions: Spring 2026

Greens (New Deer 2) Substation Pre-Application Consultation

Have your say

‘We value community and stakeholder feedback. Without this, we would be unable
0 progress projects and reach a balanced proposal.

The feedback period Our Cnmmunity Liaison Team

We intend to submit our planning application in Each ted Community L

Autumn 2024, Our formal feedback period will close wha warks closely with community members to make

on4 July, howsver we will welcome finsl comments sure they are well informed of our propasals and that their
and from members of the public, swtutory consultzes Views, concerns, questions, or suggestions are put to our
and other key

P
until we submit our planning application.
Throughaut the lfe of cur projects, you will hear from

How to provide feedback us regularly. We aim to establish svang working
‘Submit your comments and feedback by emailing or " o = s:“g'““‘ "

ting 1o your C Lisison M, such as community councils, residents’ associations,
Wriing i yeur Communiey Lsisen Manager and development trusts, and reguiarly engage with
interested indhviduals.

What we're seeking views on

During our last public in February.
e weonted T ke yout o on G0 roject pons,
make i and = Liaison Manager

any changes and refinements we'd made.
Rob

We are now asking for any final comments or feedback Community Liaison Manager

zhead of submitting planning applications for the Greens
project. It would be helpful SSEN
to deliver a local community benefit you would like us. 200 Dunkeld Road,
Pt Perth, PH1 3GH

T: 07721 404576

We'l be actively looking to mitigate the impacts of the site
‘as much as possible over the coming months, but itwould B robwhytock@sse com
be helpful to understand what you believe we should be
mng to help minimise these impacts and if there are any
2 local community ¥
i ke s 15 coser. The best way to keep up to date
s to sign up to project updates
via the project webpage:
ssen-transmission.co.uk/greens

Recite D

at our consultation events, just ask

To support we provi our staff.
‘and language opticns on wwehmmmgn “Recite
e i You can also follow us
p.wum by ‘Recite Mef include text-to-speech on socil media

e R
neadmg aids, and a transiation ol with over 100 (1) sseN-Transmission

languages, including 35 text-to-s spmm

Please select "Accessiility” on our website t try out @ S5ETransmission
‘our inclusive toolbar.

Pre-Application Consultation Report
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Appendix L: Greens 400kV Substation May 2024 Public Consultation PAC 2 Banners
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The Pathway

to 2030

Building the energy system of the future will require delivery of
significant infrastructure over the next few years. In partnership with
the UK and Scottish governments, we're committed to meeting our
obligation of connecting new, renewable energy to where it's needed

by 2030.
Achieving net zero

By 2030, both thea LK and Sootiish gpowernmeants
ara tamgeting & blg axpersion inoffshons wind
ganaration of SOGW and LLCW rospactivaly

The Scottish Govamemant has also set ambiious
targets for an aodtonal 12GW of orehorg wing
by 2050

Acrass Groat Britain, Incuding the north of
Scotiand, thars nesds 1o ba c'sl:]ﬂm:,:r'.
incraasa In tha capaciy of tha onshon
aaciridty ransmisson Indrasiruciura 1o dellver
thess 2030 targets and & pabimway 10 net e

Securing our energy future

And t's not just abowt nat rero. Its also about
buliding 2 homagrown anangy system, o
that geopoiRical U around thi worid
doasn't sevanaly Impact tha UK and push

up anangy prces

Tha UK Governmam s British Energy Security
Strategy furiher undarines tha naad for this
Ifrasiruciure, sating out plans to socelamats
homagrown powar far graatar anangy
indapandence. Tha sirmagy alms o reduca
the LIS SOponocnos on and prics axposuns
io giobal gas wholesale markats through

e ciaplorymmier Of omessgrowsT loms carbon
Slactridty GEnaration sUpoonad by robust
elactridty retwork Infrsiruciure.

Meeting our 2030

N July 2022, National Grid, tha Elactridty
Systarn Oparator [ES0]. publishad the Patitsay
10 2030 Holstic Natwank Dasign (HND)

This sat cur tha blusprint for tha anshore and
OIfSNOND ITANSTISSION INITASIUCILNG that's
reguirsd to support e forscashed grontin

N tha UK'S ranawaiiia alactridty

'S an amiskious plan that wil halp the U
achigwa et mero.

What does this mean for your area?
Tha HMD Confirmad W requiremant far an
orenons S00kY connaction from Beauly to
Elzckhiliack bo Haw Daar and on to Patarhad

This will smzble the significant power transtar
capablify needad o take power from larga
scale renewabla ganamiion connacting from
the Wiasarm Isios and Iroim Connecions north
of Baauly 1o tha east 1 Feisiead and then
1T2NEpOr this power 1o wheard It IS require

SEen-tran=mission. co.uk/projects

Additional substations ane proposad near
Blackhillock and Mew Daear, as connecion
points Aong tha new ovorhcad ine. Thesa
are neaded ta pok up powser from adcitional
larga SCaG oREhora 3nd afhor Low canon
rarsrsabi ganaration for transportation to
damand certmes

Thasa projacts have bean highllghted 2=
critical o delivaring the LI and Scottish
Govemment's targais, with the development
of tham accolratad 10 Medt tha target dates
of anarglsation by 2030

50 tangets are the first sep on tha
‘transition to net zern. Tha UK Govermmant
haxs & target to decarbonise our sleciricty

0 Mt Zero Mva yoars aariier, by 2045
To achiave thesa targats, furthar
TSN In REW oW Cahon alactricity
‘ganaration and the anabling slsciridty
IFEMEITHSEHON MWk INirastruciurs will
ba required

The nest siage of strabagic rabwork
planning across Grast Britain fas now been
outiined in the Indepandant Electricity

iysbarm Oiparator, Mational Grid ESOY

repat, publisnad in March

this year For thanorth of Sooiland, tha
ESO's plan confinmes tha nosd for savaral
projects t0 peocoad now Sor dellvary

by 5, which combinad represant a
poterTiisl asimatod vestnant of owar
ESbn for SSEN Transmission.
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Project

overview

We're leading some exciting projects to power change in the

UK and Scotland. To support the delivery of 2030 offshore wind
targets set by the UK and Scottish Governments, and to power
local communities, we need to upgrade our existing network.

In some key areas, we need to develop entirely new infrastructure.

Beauly to Blackhillock to New Deer
to Peterhead 400kV Overhead Line (OHL)

Ext ales firmed the need for a new

Beaudy (7 S (4 () Patechend
© invemess  Blackhiiock New 4

Aberdees o
L wili connect
w 400kV

Greens 400kV

substation

This consultatic

our proposad
tation

3km from the existng
New Deer substation

The curre:
substation
3 Ximats

proposed

Indicative 3D model of Greens 400kV Substation
underground

ssen-transmission.co.uk/greens
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The substation site

A

wini ; - =

What size is the site?

The substation footprint will be approximately

660 x 330m (114 Ha.) and will consist of,
Construction of a new outdoor, Air Insulated
Switchgear (AIS), 400kV substation.
Space prowision to aliow for connection of future
renewable energy generation projects.
Areas for drainage, landscaping/screening and
habitat enhancement.
Temporary areas will also be required during
construction for laydown and welfare
Provision for the underground cable connection
Dbatween existing New Deer substation and proposed
Greens substation.

ssen-transmission.co.uk/greens
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What else will

the development
consist of?

] j Drainage
\.c" - 5
=) i 235, At this stage
\""———'/ manent SUDS ponds will D quired within the site DCI.II'ICE’_-'

Temporary compounds
Temparary Constructon compounds and aydown arezs will be located at
tha South-East Of tha site t0 SUPPOt the Constructon phasa, Discussions
¢ already taken place with our Constructon Contractor to fy the
imal Iocatlons for thesa, along with thelr siZe and 3coess reagquirements
will be utilized at the N of the sie,

terminal kowers will be located, enabling access for const

Substation Buildings

‘Within tha substation boundary thare \will be 3 &
of 3 DURdINgs. A CoNerol buldl f A rTam: negt
7m. will be requir an comains :IrCIIE'}'

e + s br=tation InCuding
i CONErol paneds and |ow voltag DeC SyStarms.
L T DULINgs Wil 3tz D required For the Synchnnous

COMPpars2tors, with 3 maximum helght of 14.5m.

NP, WHICH Wil FEUIrS twid berminal
0 thie substation platform, with 3
S will oL 62
0N, AN UNDErground

i thee Netw Substation
o il

= transmis=on.co.
FOWETS b0 De locatad adjacs)
dedicated aCoe!

n on ri ske basls. An operadonal Ighting
uring the projec: refnement phase

/

Landscaping and Screening
ALandscape Svateqy will be prepa
appUcEton and INFOMM the landsca

gaining consant
t We 0Ot JUSt restore

going fona@rd b0 ensurn
our naeural hatitats, but act

g lanascape
velopment, will be replaced In line with our
% BNG Commitment

ssen-transmission.co.uk/greens
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Project

timeline

2022
* Substation op
+ Undertaka en

ons assessment: Autumn 2022
ronmental surveys to inform the site salection report

2023
* Substation options refinement: Early 2023
* Public consultation event: Spring 2023

Initiste Environmental impact Assessment

ation: Spring and summer 2024 |

.
|'2‘|<" / . I ironmental Impact Assassment
\._ - = Environmental Impact Assessment Sooping
» Town and Country Planning Application submission autumn 2024

:—O + Planning decision|s) received
+ |f planning consent granted start discharge of planning conditions

i/ F\- 2025

2026
= Complete discharge of planning conditions: Spring 2026
» Commence construction

2027

+ Construction works ongoing

2028

= Construction works ongoing

2029
= Construction complete: Early 2029
» Commissioning works: Complete Stage 1 and 2

2030

» Complate final OHL commissioning works
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Greens feedback

Following submission of the PAN in January 2024,
the first of two pre-application consultation events
were held at Cuminestown on 27 February and

Mew Deer on 29 February. There were a total of
275 attendees.

Curing the &-weak feedback penod which ciosed on
87 responses wWers racaived spaciic +o this project

Many of the responses posed general questions covered In our
Fraquently Asked Cuestions (FAQ] page and a0donal Nandouts
SUCH 35 project need, wiy afl iNfrastruciure cannat be placad offshors, SUsEinablty CoNSIDaratons
and compensation. More information regard tOpiCs and cehar FACKS Can be accessed ay
ssen-transmission.co.uk/2030fags

We have Included event feadback Hrough the FAM and pre-appi
feedback, within the following pages. They are:

tlon process, 25 well as dasign

Event feedback

Lighting
CONCems over the
tant of Lighting
uired during

RFLICHON 2nd

operation were ralsed, d onst o 3 CHiv 3
and the potentlal for ik will be adopeed by our CONEFACtor 0 MINIMis2 any Impaces
o dISTupt residants. E d it efils.

would be Instalbe on bute

of 3 fau the hours of
~FuN O Plannad wiorks; of When sensor
ting for nighttime access

Hollstic Overviaw t hold contracts for Transmission Entry Capacky
JESES Ware (TEC) with Matlonal Grid, ene EIEcericity System Cwnar Is avallabie

FTOITI tNElr WeDsHe: Natonakgridesn.com data-portal)

transmilsslon-entry-capacly-tec-reglster.

WE KNow that resio & Kearn 1o und
renewable developments belng proposed

d the full extent of
the area

Indicating the full
nt of davalopar Apipa
proposals In the area.

5 tO CONNECt t0 tha transmi

m NetwWork In our Uices
g0 a lengty pro
efore we begin to develop a network connection

WE 3II t0 DE transparent about the renswa selopmants looxing
t Qur network but are n o disckose amy
SE OEVEHDPMENtS LNt are In the public domain,

X

PO

)

ssen-transmission.co.uk/greens
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Event feedback

Holse and dust
FrOMm Consuctio
road waMic was rased

Traffic Impacts

o residents
CONCEMMS with rafic
safety. tha robustness
of exdsting roads

and malntenance
were ralsed
alongside questions

Mprovement plans.

s5en-transmis

We recog 3t molse iImpact:
of our assets can bea concarm t

ring construction and operatkon
) residants.

A Noksa Impact Assessment Is currently being pregared to suppont
owr planning application, which will assess the potantlal impact

fom constructon a
Progose appropri
the Flanning Authory.

The Froposed Devetopment would be req t0 meet noise Bmits

52t by the PLanning Autncs

Appropriate mitigation woulkd be Implemeanted t0 ensure these Imis
2t &t all nolse sensitive recaptors. Nolse emiting equipment
suCh 33 SyNChronous CoOmPEnsStors will be housed 1o ensure that
noése emissions are at a minimum

The environmental bmpact assessment fwhich will Inchuds 5 0n
the background nolse monikoring) wil be publcly avalable when the
application |5 submitted o the Plann uthority.

A Construction Ervironmental Mark
produced that will detall the mitigation and management Measures

i 1 Impact from the const
P forms a
Hhroughout the projact

2n
iopment. The C
will D2 implemen

'We unders

d that with karge con:
N traffic and road condid
n developing the Greens 4004V substaron proposals,
road use Is 3 prmary considaration for us and our con

on projects, Increased

An Inital ¢

struction traffic routing assessment has been undertaken
MOSt Approprizte Fo FOr COMSHrUCHoN eramc
travelling to and from the site. To SUpport this, an Abnormal Loa
Assessment report will also be undertaken for larger equip
dellvered t0 tha she. A package of Public Road Improve
350 be dellvered prior (0 CONSHUCLION t0 EnsUre the Lok
sultabla for ¢ MSEFLICHO

roads are

Our Contractor will prepare and adopt a Construction Traffic
Managament Plan {CTMF] to ensure that appropriate mitgation and
management strategles are ldemiflad and Imip
INClude the IdentiNication of road ws
repalrs that will be required. It wi
2ad with tha counch.

Conditsaon SUVeYs of tha public ighway will be carred o
WOrks Start On site, 3nd again Upon completion, with any o
repalred to ensure the public highway Is lef: In No worse state once
tNa works are compieta.

n addition, we recognise the IMPonance of Separating conswructon

SUDStItIoN CONSTUCHON Works Commencing

.co.ukfgreens
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g

Wildlife Envirommental Impact ASSESsmEn
Migrating birds/loss undarsay 0 establish ehe full exees
of habitats SpECIEs prasent on sie:

] SUNVEY work |5 Curmes
of all nabltats and protac

Where s2nsitive ha
avold them nn

miltiga
the Planning Authority

Er P

own Speckes Protection Plans and General
SUrE that the Measures are Impiemanted as ragquirn
sures will 2150 form part Of the CEMP for the project

Water/Flooding nise there Is @ known Issue with
CONCErms ware ralsed aptible to flooding, Nowever the maj
with Laveal of watar Suffar from fAcod risk

runoff from Malns

'-c‘Tra- of the ste

DiA and FRA will fonm part of the planning
and will be assessad by the Planning Autncrity

ind the full Impact
wirad t0 Presarve re

o she to
a y Mitigation measun
prowesion

3 SUrvey of will receive a lett erin
supplles. Anyone with further Info
should na t0 tha quastionnal
Community Liaison Manager [roo
tnelr PWS.

150 562 OUr 'Protecting Private Water Suppd
more Informatlon, avallal

CONSUlLatIon events.

2 froem our project webpage or

Construction Our appointad conks;

logistics Substathon |5 Slemen ]

Questions raisad the l2ad up to and throughout ant onstruction
working

’JLIIS and proposals Construction working hours will ty o G700

1500 Mongday to Friday and 0700 t0 1300 on Sawurda
will e lving/travelling SOMe Continuous tles carried out by exception.
0 gite

with only

Slemens BAM will prapare and 30pt 2 Construction Envircnmental
Managemest Plan | minimise any potental Impacts on the
anvircnmant guring construction.

Thase Gocumans will ba approved Dy ¢
nce of cur‘slruc-lc rarllng and wi

PLanning Autnority In
Include contact detalls

community during conssru

n.

As part of a w1::|e' strateqy for worker accos

~
) ssen-transmission_co.uk/greens
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atian regarding
now the sita will

be screened form
peopies’ Viaws

Commu nky benefit
Suggeszion:

Flbre br
for Curminestown
« EQuipment fol
local schootks
Upgrades to
Cuminestown Hall
and playing felds

= Providing mora

not enaugh detall
currently avallable
on this and how
tha funds will be
administered

IS QU NUMDar ane Priofity and fOFMs the Core of Now we
our ele tricity netwark aon morth of Sootiand

The Current proposs wer poundary screening In the form
of landscape bunds and mature landscape plantng tha
2l Impact of the development and CFE' II.S
appearance whinin the local environment. In 2 . the colour
of DURSINGS FOCIted within th g has been salectad to
mitigate visual fmpact

Our Indicative Landscape Sateqy pian |s also Now avakable 1o
which shows the screeniing plans currently being proposed

Wewould &
suggesting
within the Lo

ith the comemuni
t:elng made and would seek 1o work wi e Community Councll

Ons and batter underskand Iocal nesds, Identifying
d be dewsloped during constme

We are In the prooess of establisning a Community Benefit Fund
which will enabée thy with kocal oo )
leave a tasting
g developed
1 WE'V@ Dagn 3DIE £0 SArE s Daan Iiea. M
Information will be avallable Bater this year.

ms of broader community benefits, our Pathway to

t= Will DOCE! the 8concmy, Suppaont local jobs and b
tudias SNoW our Pathway t0 2030 programme could

bute over £6 DIlCN o the LIK'S EConomy, SUpport 20,000 jobs

he UK and benefit Scotland by around £2 5 billlon, supponting

0D0 SCotsh jobs.

o

ission.co.uk/greens
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