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NEWS 15

SNP lacking ‘will’
to reform taxation

BY NEIL POORAN

council tax

revaluation for

homes in Scotland

is needed soon to
meet child poverty targets,
an advisory commission
has said.

The Poverty and
Inequality Commission
says it is one of a series of
measures needed to
improve the tax system.

The commission was set
up in 2017 by the Child
Poverty (Scotland) Act to
advise the government on
measures to improve the
lives of the worst off in the
country and close the gap
between the richest and
poorest.

In a report released
yesterday, it recommended
bringing wealth as well as

income into the scope of
taxation, as part of a long-
term solution to putting
public finances on a
sustainable footing.

Currently, council tax is
based on property values
from 1991 and critics say it
has a regressive effect,
leading to poorer people
paying more.

The commission’s report
praised the “progressive”
Scottish income tax system,
which has separate bands
to the rest of the UK.

However, commissioner
Alex Cobham said further
action on tax is needed if
ambitious targets on
reducing poverty by 2030
are to be met.

Mr Cobham, an
economist who is also chief

executive of the Tax Justice
Network, said: “There’s no
question that this is
technically the right thing
to do. What’s been lacking
is the political will.

“I think we’re at a point
now where if the Scottish
Government were to decide
not to do this, because it is
politically difficult, they’re
effectively deciding to miss
their own child poverty
targets.”

He said it is important to
start this process in the
upcoming Scottish Budget,
as well as ensuring those
on lower incomes do not
suffer as a result.

Mr Cobham said: “It is
more than feasible, I think
it’s necessary.” The report
says the government

should ensure all land and
property is properly
registered, and work on a
replacement for council tax
should start immediately.

Ahead of the next
Scottish Budget, First
Minister Humza Yousaf has
said “difficult decisions” on
tax will need to be made.

Responding to the
commission’s
recommendations, Deputy
First Minister Shona
Robison said: “I welcome
this report.

“A decade of austerity,
economic mismanagement
by the UK Government,
and a hard Brexit have all
contributed to one of the
most challenging financial
situations since
devolution.”

o

Kayaker’s Arctic roll

Adventurer Mark Agnew, from Edinburgh, has
achieved two world records by kayaking the Arctic
Ocean'’s treacherous Northwest Passage. It took

Mark three months to complete the expedition, during
which he had to deal with waves as big as 15ft high,
becoming perilously trapped in ice and coming face to
face with a polar bear.
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West of Beauly Asset Replacement projects

Glen Strathfarrar VISTA

Information and consultation events

SSEN Transmission are holding public events for the West of Beauly Asset Replacement projects required at
Deanie, Culligran, Aigas and Kilmorack following initial consultations throughout 2022. All have ageing assets
(approximately 60 years old), which need to be replaced to meet modern standards and to provide reliability
of supply. These events will detail our final proposals for Culligran and Deanie sites as part of the statutory

Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) which is required for major planning applications.

We will also introduce, consult and seek feedback on new selected sites for Aigas and Kilmorack following

public feedback provided last year.

The public events will be
taking place on:

Monday 23 October,
S5pm - 8pm
Cannich Hall, IV4 7LJ
Tuesday 24 October,
11am - 1pm
Cannich Hall, IV4 7LJ
Wednesday 25 October,
2pm - 7pm
Kilmorack Hall, IV4 7AQ

In addition, the project team will be sharing proposals regarding our Glen Strathfarrar VISTA (Visual impact of
Scottish Transmission Assets) project, which would see around 4km of the existing 132kV overhead line in the
area undergrounded from the new Deanie substation.

The project team will be in attendance to answer any questions and discuss the details of these proposed

projects during our drop-in public events, where we will welcome your feedback on our proposals.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the Community Liaison Manager:

Sally Cooper

Community Liaison Manager, 10 Henderson Road, Inverness, IV1 1SN (Return address)

@) sally.cooper@sse.com (f) SSEN Community (&) +44 (0) 7918 470281 (w)

@SSETransmission

Visit the project website
by scanning the QR code or
by using the following URL:

https://bit.ly/3EXOrmU
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Paintball attacker
must pay victims

BY JOANNE WARNOCK

n Elgin man who
opened fire on a
group of children
with a paintball
gun in revenge for them
playing knock-door-run
has been ordered to
pay his young victims’
compensation.

Joe Taylor, 29, admitted
the “gangster-style” attack
on three youngsters - two
12-year-old boys and an
eight-year-old girl - and
now has 28 days to pay
each of them £250.

They had been playing
knock-door-run on January
20 when they turned up at
his home.

As revenge, he chased
after the children in his car
before cornering them in a
car park, where he then

opened fire with his
paintball gun, leaving them
“covered in bruises” and
terrified.

Last month Taylor agreed
to a late plea bargain and
admitted to three of the
four charges against him.

The mum of one of the
boys, who cannot be named
for legal reasons, had said
she was relieved her son
did not have to give
evidence as part of a trial.

She said the group had
been “innocently” playing
knock-door-run, but events
took a turn for the worse
after they knocked on the
door of Taylor’s home in
the town’s Bain Avenue.

She said: “Our son admits
he did Kkick the door, but he
went back to apologise

when he saw how angry he
was.”

However, the apology
was not accepted and
Taylor got in to his car and
began chasing the children.

“The kids made a run for
it,” the mum explained.

“But he managed to
corner them in a car park.

“He rolled his window
down and opened fire with
the paintball gun.

“At first, they did not
know it was a paintball gun
- they were all terrified. He
showed no remorse at all.

“We are relieved now
that they didn’t have to
give evidence - but we
have had this worry and
anxiety thinking they
would have to.”

She said she and the

mother of one of the other
boys went round to Taylor’s
house to confront him.

She said: “We asked him
if he had shot at our kids,
and he just laughed.

“He showed no remorse
at all”

The parents then
contacted the police to
report the incident.

“They weren’t hurting
anyone,” she went on.

“I'm just so relieved that
it didn’t get dragged
through the court - the
whole thing has just been
very traumatic.”

Sheriff Fleetwood
sentenced Taylor to a
compensation order to pay
£250 to each of the three
children and gave him 28
days in which to do so.
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‘NO REMORSE': Joe Taylor outside the court.
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West of Beauly Asset Replacement projects

Glen Strathfarrar VISTA

Information and consultation events

The public events will be

taking place on:
Monday 23 October,
5pm - 8pm
Cannich Hall, IV4 7LJ

SSEN Transmission are holding public events for the West of Beauly Asset Replacement projects required at
Deanie, Culligran, Aigas and Kilmorack following initial consultations throughout 2022. All have ageing assets
(approximately 60 years old), which need to be replaced to meet modern standards and to provide reliability
of supply. These events will detail our final proposals for Culligran and Deanie sites as part of the statutory
Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) which is required for major planning applications.

Tuesday 24 October,
11am - 1pm
Cannich Hall, IV4 7LJ
Wednesday 25 October,
2pm - 7pm
Kilmorack Hall, IV4 7AQ

We will also introduce, consult and seek feedback on new selected sites for Aigas and Kilmorack following
public feedback provided last year.

In addition, the project team will be sharing proposals regarding our Glen Strathfarrar VISTA (Visual impact of
Scottish Transmission Assets) project, which would see around 4km of the existing 132kV overhead line in the
area undergrounded from the new Deanie substation.

The project team will be in attendance to answer any questions and discuss the details of these proposed
projects during our drop-in public events, where we will welcome your feedback on our proposals.

Visit the project website
by scanning the QR code or
by using the following URL:

https://bit.ly/3EXOrmU

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the Community Liaison Manager:

Sally Cooper
Community Liaison Manager, 10 Henderson Road, Inverness, IV1 1SN (Return address)

@) sally.cooper@sse.com (f) SSEN Community (&) +44 (0) 7918 470281 () @SSETransmission
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Notice Board

Notices

Anniversaries Notices
Birthdays Off To School
Charities Pets In Memory
Church Notices Personal Seasons
Congratulations Greetings
Somact Public Notices
Engagements Retirement
Father's Day Special Messages
Graduation Thank You
Mother’s Day Wedding Notices

Public Notices

The Town and Country Planning (Development
Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013
(As Amended) Regulation 7
NOTICE OF PRE-APPLICATION
FINAL PUBLIC EVENT
Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission plc (the Applicant),
operating and known as Scottish and Southern Electricity
Networks Transmission (SSEN Transmission), hereby
submits notification of pre-application consultation
for replacement substation developments: referred
collectively and forming part of ‘West of Beauly — Asset

Replacement Projects’.

The proposed development site is located near to existing
Deanie Hydro Power Station (IV47JX) (///buggy.reminder.
solutions) and comprises the following:

STANDALONE REPLACEMENT SUBSTATION
INCORPORATING; A NEW TRANSFORMER
BUIILDING, A NEW CONTROL BUILDING,
ASSOCIATED PLANT AND INFRASTRUCTURE
WITH PERMENANT ACCESS AND ANCILLARY
DEVELOPMENT
A Proposal of Application Notice (PAN) was submitted
to The Highland Council (THC) for this proposed
development in October 2022. The PAN reference is:

22/03238/PAN.
The proposed development site is located to the west
of Culligran (IV47JT) Hydro Power Station (//deflect.
attention.blend) and comprises the following:
STANDALONE REPLACEMENT SUBSTATION
INCORPORATING; A NEW TRANSFORMER
BUIILDING, A NEW CONTROL BUILDING,
ASSOCIATED PLANT AND INFRASTRUCTURE
WITH PERMENANT ACCESS AND ANCILLARY
DEVELOPMENT
A Proposal of Application Notice (PAN) was submitted
to The Highland Council (THC) for this proposed
development in October 2022. The PAN reference is:
22/4838/PAN.
Public consultation events on these individual proposals
were originally held:
Monday 31 October 2022, 3pm - 7pm
at Kilmorack Hall, IV4 7AQ
Tuesday 1 November 2022, 3.30pm - 6.45pm
at Cannich Hall, IV4 7LJ
Details of the final public feedback events are as follows:
Monday 23 October 2023, 5pm - 8pm
at Cannich Hall, IV4 7LJ
Tuesday 24 October 2023, 11am — 1pm
at Cannich Hall, IV47LJ
Wednesday 25 October, 2pm — 7pm
at Kilmorack Hall, IV47AQ
Further information may be viewed on the project website
https://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/project-
map/west-of-beauly---asset-replacement-projects/  and
from Sally Cooper, Community Liaison Manager, Scottish
& Southern Electricity Networks on 07918 470281,
by email sally.cooper@sse.com or in writing to
Sally Cooper, Community Liaison Manager, Scottish
and Southern Electricity Networks, 10 Henderson Road,
Inverness, IV1 1SN.
Please note that any comments made to the Applicant
are not representations to The Highland Council (THC).
There will be opportunity to make representations to the
local planning authority following the submission of the
separate planning applications.
Callum Petrie
For and behalf of Scottish Hydro Electric

Transmission Plc.

To insert your

FRIENDLY MALE

notice in
60s, would like to meet
similar very down-to- The Dress and Fournal
earth lady, aged 65 to 75
for time and fun together. | ~a)l (11994 601919

| drive, also have my own
home.

To find out more my The Dress and Journal
contact number is

07497 394632.
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Public Notices

The Town and Country Planning (Development
Management Procedure) (Scotland) Regulations 2013
(As Amended) Regulation 7
NOTICE OF PRE-APPLICATION CONSULTATION
Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission plc (the Applicant),
operating and known as Scottish and Southern Electricity
Networks Transmission (SSEN Transmission), hereby
submits notification of pre-application consultation for a
proposed development relating to a required replacement
substation, in association with three further substation
replacement developments: referred collectively as ‘West

of Beauly — Asset Replacement Projects’.

The proposed development site is located at land north of
Kilmorack Hydro Power Station IV4 7AL.

A public consultation event on this proposal will be held
on:

Wednesday 25 October, 2pm - 7pm
at Kilmorack Hall, IV47AQ

Details of further consultation will be published in due
course.
Further information may be viewed on the project website:
https://www.ssen-transmission.co.uk/projects/project-
map/west-of-beauly---asset-replacement-projects/
You can submit comments on the proposals to the
Applicant at this stage either at the event mentioned
above, by emailing sally.cooper@sse.com or in writing
to Sally Cooper, Community Liaison Manager, Scottish
and Southern Electricity Networks, 10 Henderson Road,
Inverness, IV1 1SN.
Please note that any comments made to the Applicant
are not representations to The Highland Council (THC).
There will be opportunity to make representations to the
local planning authority following the submission of the
application.
Callum Petrie
For and behalf of Scottish Hydro Electric Transmission Plc.
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Hello to all from the old
Merridean Kennels. We
have had a litter of
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ADVERTISEMENTS

The Publishers retain full discretion as to the contents of
“The Press and Journal” and reserve the full right to refuse to publish
an advertisement or omit or suspend any advertisement for which an
order has been accepted in every case without stating any reasons
for so doing.

The Publishers shall not be liable for any error, omission or inaccuracy
in published advertisements, nor do they accept any liability for any
loss which the Advertiser may allege to have been caused by any such
€rTor, omission or inaccuracy.

Copy, artwork, photographic prints and other materials supplied in
connection with advertisements shall be subject to the approval of the
Publishers. All space will be charged at the appropriate rate prevailing
at the time of publication and such rates may be altered at any time.

The Publishers reserve the right to change the classification of
any advertisement accepted if in the opinion of the Publisher that
advertisement has been placed in an incorrect classification.
Aberdeen Journals Ltd. and other members of the group will use
your information for administration, customer services, and targeted
marketing. We will not provide your details to other third parties unless
required by law.

We may contact you by mail, email, telephone or fax to let you know
about other products, services or promotions which may be of interest
to you.
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office:

Aberdeen Journals Ltd, YourAds, P.O. Box 43,
1 Marischal Square, Broad Street, Aberdeen AB10 1BL
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SNP activists demand party
chiefs commit to dualled A96

Conference set for
road vote fight after
indy plans backed

BY ADELE MERSON

SNP grassroots members in the north-east
will tomorrow ratchet up the pressure on
party chiefs over A96 dualling.

Activists in Peterhead and Elgin have
joined forces to put the issue to the vote at
the SNP conference in Aberdeen.

There are fears ministers are pulling back
on a long-standing commitment to fully
dual the deadly stretch between Aberdeen
and Inverness due to the power-sharing
deal with the Greens.

David Birkett, convener of the SNP’s
Peterhead branch, says fully dualling the
A96, as well as the A9, would be
“transformational” for communities.

SNP Elgin City North councillor Jérémie
Fernandes said: “The commitment of the
SNP is to dual the road. We want the party
to affirm that position.”

On the opening day of the conference
yesterday, First Minister Humza Yousaf was
backed by party members on his
independence strategy.

They supported his motion calling for

Yousaf and wife hold on to hope amid Gaza torment

Holyrood to begin immediate negotiations First Minister Humza Yousaf Nadia El-Nakla, who is an conference in Aberdeen She said: “What we are
with Westminster “to give democratic effect embraced his wife after she SNP councillor, told of her yesterday. watching is an unimaginable
to Scotland becoming an independent spoke of her fears for herown despair over the deadly Her Dundee-based parents horror. Every person in Gaza
country” if the party wins a majority of family in Gaza and the conflict between Israel and are trapped in Gaza after is waiting to die”

Scottish seats - and not a majority of votes Palestinian people. Hamas in a speech at the SNP  going there to visit relatives.  Full story: Pages 14&15
- in the next general election.
Full coverage: Pages 10-12
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